FERAL CAT
FACT SHEET

What are Feral Cats?

Feral cats (Felis catus) are the descendants of
domestic cats that now live and reproduce in the wild.
Unlike stray cats that may rely on humans, feral cats
are completely independent. Feral cats currently
inhabit 99% of Australian landscapes and are able to
thrive across the different ecosystems as they are
solitary, elusive, and skilled hunters.

These invasive animals have been attributed to the
extinction of at least 20 native species across
Australia and are currently a threat to threatened
species within the Southern Gulf region.

Key Facts

. Feral cats are found across 99% of Australia.

« They are responsible for the deaths of over 1.5
billion native animals annually.

. They occupy almost all habitat types including
remote areas previously considered refuges for
threatened species.

. Legal Status in Queensland: Restricted invasive
animal under the Biosecurity Act 2014.
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Biology & Behaviour

. Life span: 3-5 years in the wild (can be longer with
plentiful food and water).

. Average weight range: 2-4.5 kg.

. Reproduction: Females can breed from 4-10 months
old. Can breed all year-round; females can have 2-3
litters annually with an average of 3-5 kittens per
litter.

. Diet: Opportunistic hunters - prey includes
mammals, reptiles, birds, frogs, and invertebrates.

. Territory: Up to 10 km? for males; overlapping
smaller home ranges for females.

. Activity: Primarily nocturnal and very active at dawn
and dusk.

. Behaviour: Solitary, nocturnal, and highly territorial.

Legislation

Under the Biosecurity Act 2014 feral cats are listed as a
restricted biosecurity animal regulated under category
3, 4 and 6. You must not distribute, release, move or
feed feral cats.

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 is our key federal legislation that identifies
feral cats as a 'Key Threatening Process' due to its
significant impact on our native Australian wildlife.

Section 53 of the Act, requires Local Government to
have a plan for management of invasive biosecurity
matter in their area. In the Southern Gulf region these
fall under the North West Queensland Regional
Biosecurity Plan 2022 - 2027.



https://www.southerngulf.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/North-West-Qld-Regional-Biosecurity-Plan-2022-2027.pdf
https://www.southerngulf.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/North-West-Qld-Regional-Biosecurity-Plan-2022-2027.pdf

Ecological Impacts

Feral cats are a key driver of biodiversity loss in the
Southern Gulf region, where many ground-dwelling
species are vulnerable to predation. They are skilled
hunters and can suppress or eliminate populations of
small, ground-dwelling species.

Threatened species in our region include:

. Carpentarian Grasswren (Amytornis dorotheae):
Endemic to our region. They are extremely
vulnerable as they nest within low lying spinifex and
feed on the ground.

« Gouldian Finch (Chloebia gouldiae): Vulnerable
when nesting, or when they are on the ground
feeding or drinking.

« Julia Creek Dunnart (Sminthopsis douglasi): Small
marsupial is highly vulnerable as they live within soil
cracks on the Mitchell Grass Downs country.

« Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis): Critically
vulnerable as this rare and elusive species nests and
feeds on the ground in spinifex country.

. Gulf Snapping Turtle (Elseya lavarackorum):
Endemic to our waterways, with nests and hatchlings
vulnerable to predation.
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Predation by feral cats is often compounded by other
threats such as habitat loss, inappropriate fire regimes,
overgrazing, and climate change. If you see any of the
species listed above, please report to Southern Gulf
NRM.
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Disease Risks to Livestock and Humans

Feral cats are known carriers of multiple zoonotic diseases and parasites:

Livestock Impacts:

. Toxoplasmosis: causes abortion and stillbirth in sheep and cattle; and leads to
production losses, especially in small ruminants; by the protozoan Toxoplasma
gondii; cats are the definitive host; the parasite is shed in cat faeces. In humans,
can cause serious illness in pregnant women and immunocompromised individuals.

. Sarcocystosis: Can infect muscle tissue with lesions in cattle, reducing meat
quality.

White sarco cysts on cattle tissue
© Government of South Australia

Human Health Risks:

. Toxoplasmosis: can cause flu-like symptoms and severe complications in
pregnant women and immunocompromised people.

. Cat scratch disease: Caused by Bartonella henselae.

. Other transmissible pathogens: Hookworms, roundworms, and fungal
infections.

Microscopic parasite Toxoplasma gondii
© SciTechDaily



Feral Cat Control Strategies

Feral cats are a persistent threat across our region. Their
stealth and low detection rates require strategic
monitoring and intervention. Local ranger groups and
land managers are essential partners in cat control
efforts.

An integrated approach is essential for long-term
success:

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Techniques:
Control and Management Methods

. Trapping: soft-jaw leg-hold or cage traps.

. Baiting: Eradicat® baiting in remote areas. Must be
used under permit, with consideration for non-target
species.

. Shooting: Opportunistic and targeted ground or
aerial shooting during surveys or pig control.

- Exclusion Fencing: Used to protect high-value
conservation sites from predator access.

« Monitoring: Camera traps and scent stations used
to assess activity and effectiveness.

. Community Engagement: Responsible pet
ownership; desexing and containment of domestic
cats; awareness campaigns.

Want to Help?

« Support landcare or ranger-led monitoring.

. Ethically manage cat populations on your
property.

. Keep pet cats responsibly contained.

Integrated Management in the Southern
Gulf Region

Southern Gulf NRM is working with land managers to:
. Monitor feral cat activity using camera traps.
. Deliver control efforts in priority conservation areas.
« Support education and ranger training programs.
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Who to Contact

COUNCIL WEBSITE PHONE
Mount Isa City mountisa.qld.gov.au (07) 4747 3200
Cloncurry Shire cloncurry.gld.gov.au (07) 4742 4100
McKinlay Shire mckinlay.gld.gov.au (07) 4746 7166
Richmond Shire richmond.qgld.gov.au (07) 4741 3277
Flinders Shire flinders.gld.gov.au (07) 4741 2900
Carpentaria Shire carpentaria.qgld.gov.au (07) 4745 2200
Burke Shire burke.qld.gov.au (07) 4745 5100
Doomadgee Aboriginal Shire doomadgee.qld.gov.au (07) 4745 8351

Resources and Further Information

Australian Government: The Department of Climate Queensland Government
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water . Feral Cat
. Feral cats . Feral Cat Factsheet
. Threat Abatement Plan for predation by feral cats . Queensland Feral Pest Initiative (QFPI),
2024
. Threatened Species Action Plan 2022-2032 Southern Gulf NRM

. North West Biosecurity Plan 2023 — 2027
. Southern Gulf Regional Natural Resource
Management Plan 2022-2032

Feral Cat Scan
« FeralCatScan - tool for monitoring

Invasive Species Council
. Feral cats in Australia

PestSmart - Centre for Invasive Species Solutions
. Glove box guide for managing feral cats
« Planning_guide for feral cat management in Australia
. NATSOP-CATO003 National Standard Operating Procedure: Trapping_of feral cats using_padded-jaw traps
. NATSOP-CAT002 National Standard Operating Procedure: Trapping_of feral cats using_cage traps
. NATSOP-CATO001 National Standard Operating Procedure: Ground shooting_of feral cats

Australian Government

This project is funded by the Australian Government Natural Heritage Trust and delivered by Southern Gulf NRM,
a member of the Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel.

Contact Us

PO Box 2211,
112 Camooweal Street,

MOUNT ISA QLD 4825

TELEPHONE: 07 4743 1888
ADMIN@SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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http://mountisa.qld.gov.au/
http://cloncurry.qld.gov.au/
http://mckinlay.qld.gov.au/
http://richmond.qld.gov.au/
http://flinders.qld.gov.au/
http://carpentaria.qld.gov.au/
http://burke.qld.gov.au/
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https://www.facebook.com/SoutherngulfNRM
https://www.instagram.com/southerngulfnrm/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/invasive-species/feral-animals-australia/feral-cats
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/tap-for-predation-feral-cats-2024.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/tap-for-predation-feral-cats-2024.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/action-plan-2022-2032
mailto:ADMIN@SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
http://southerngulf.com.au/
https://www.feralscan.org.au/feralcatscan/default.aspx?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11290138445&gbraid=0AAAAADgqpsPnA0vmdgFa1ZXqgMA0k1SRE&gclid=Cj0KCQjwyIPDBhDBARIsAHJyyVh4KjNlDOVyqcYe9dvyaA2jtwb9GYRe53zojBhhqUTIVww3ivcDyIgaAmBVEALw_wcB
https://invasives.org.au/our-work/feral-animals/cats-in-australia/feral-cats/
https://pestsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/02/CISS-Glovebox-Guide-Cat-web.pdf
https://pestsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/06/Feral-Cat-planning-guide-final-for-web.pdf
https://pestsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/05/NATSOP-CAT003.pdf
https://pestsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/05/NATSOP-CAT002.pdf
https://pestsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/05/NATSOP-CAT001.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/animals/invasive/restricted/feral-cat
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/61987/feral-cat.pdf
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/61987/feral-cat.pdf
https://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/invasive-plants-animals/qld-feral-pest-initiative
https://www.southerngulf.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/North-West-Qld-Regional-Biosecurity-Plan-2022-2027.pdf
https://www.southerngulf.com.au/resources/nrm-plan/
https://www.southerngulf.com.au/resources/nrm-plan/

