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WHO are we?
Southern Gulf NRM is the natural resource management (NRM)
organisation for the Southern Gulf region of north west Queensland.
We work with our partners and the community to protect our region’s
natural resources and maintain the prosperity of industries and
communities that rely on these. The region comprises all the land
whose creeks and rivers run into the south of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
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CEO’S update

“

...the work we have done during 2018 to secure new funding for
our region means we can look forward to 2019 with optimism.
In our final edition of
Southern Gulf Links for 2018,
it is appropriate to reflect
on the achievements of the
year we leave behind.

It has been a year of transition. The major Queensland and Australian government
funding programs that support much of our work came to an end on 30 June
and were replaced by new programs with new objectives, new processes…and
generally less money.
A big feature of the Southern Gulf work program during 2018 has been the
development of detailed funding submissions to secure continuing government
investment in support of our regional communities and landscapes. Once funding is
offered, detailed project plans must be prepared to lock the projects in.
The good work of Southern Gulf NRM staff and our partners has paid off. We’ve
secured substantial new funding, almost doubling our revenue from the previous
year, in a highly competitive national and State context. Our new projects are
listed elsewhere in this issue. As well as adding to our ability to deliver programs
for the benefit of the community, this has done a lot to secure Southern Gulf
NRM’s financial viability.
Of course, while all this project development work is underway, Southern Gulf NRM
staff continued to deliver the established work program. They’ve done a fine job,
bringing all the previous projects to a close, meeting all targets. I thank them for
their work and hope you do too.
I am always thankful about the way Southern Gulf NRM staff demonstrate flexibility
and adaptability to change. We are a small organisation and don’t have the luxury of
being able to specialise. Our staff have always proven willing to be flexible and take
on new, often unfamiliar work challenges to ensure Southern Gulf NRM continues to
provide high quality services to our regional community.
I always like to remind our capital city colleagues that the real engine room of
natural resource management in the Southern Gulf is the beef industry. The
regional NRM outcomes we aim to achieve depend almost entirely on the choices
cattle producers make about the management of land and resources on their
properties – mostly at their own expense. I admire and thank the producers who
have stepped up during 2018 to support our NRM projects. Their leadership will
help build a more sustainable and profitable industry for our region.
New challenges will no doubt emerge, and we will always be looking to improve the
way we deliver our programs, but the work we have done during 2018 to secure new
funding for our region means we can look forward to 2019 with optimism.
To the Southern Gulf Board and staff; to our partners and supporters; and to all
who have a stake in the sustainable future of the Southern Gulf region, I wish you a
peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year.
Andrew Maclean
Chief Executive Officer
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CHAIR’S update
As 2018 draws to a close, I reflect on the achievement of Southern Gulf NRM over
the year and the factors that influence these.
Strong leadership of Southern Gulf NRM provides the foundation for all that we
do. We have been fortunate to attract skilled and passionate regional leaders
who are prepared to serve the regional community on our Board. Under
their guidance, the company has sound governance systems in place and our
financial position has taken a turn for the better. I take this opportunity to thank
all our Directors for the work they have done in support of community NRM in
our region during 2018.
Regional partnerships and the support of our community are other vital factors
in our achievements. The regional beef industry is of course a key partner and I
thank all those producers who have worked with us in various ways during the
year. Local Government is also an important partner and we look forward to a
steadily stronger relationship both at the individual council level and through
the NWQ Regional Organisation of Councils. Southern Gulf NRM has done some
good work in partnership with our regional Aboriginal communities during the
past year and we remain eager to find new opportunities in the future.
Partnerships are important at a wider scale as well. Southern Gulf NRM is an
active participant with our counterparts in other parts of Queensland through
NRM Regions Queensland. Sharing ideas, information and expertise helps us to
develop and deliver better programs for our region. We also rely on partnerships
with State and Australian Government agencies. The Queensland Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries stands out for its expertise and for its constructive
and flexible support during the year past.
A large part of our work during 2018 has been in the development of projects
that are both relevant to our regional community and which will attract
support from Queensland and Australian Government programs. We’ve had
good success in securing funding for new and continuing programs in a highly
competitive environment. I thank and congratulate our CEO and his staff and
advisors for the good work they have done for our region.

I take this opportunity to
thank all our Directors for
the work they have done in
support of community NRM
in our region during 2018.

Thanks to the support of our community, 2018 has been a good year for
Southern Gulf NRM and we can look forward to 2019 and beyond with optimism.
I wish all our friends and supporters a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Megan Munchenberg
Chairperson
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FUNDING overview
The table below lists the portfolio of projects currently being delivered by Southern Gulf NRM.
The total value of these projects, which will be delivered over the next few years, is $8,993,186.
Southern Gulf NRM continues to pursue funding on behalf of our regional community. The value of applications completed and
submitted for assessment by funding programs total $3,195,623.
$ Ex GST

Financial
Years

Biodiversity Bright Spots - Carpentarian Grasswren
in Buckly River Important Bird Area (IBA)

253,036

Biodiversity Bright Spots - Carpentarian Grasswren
Corridor
Core Services (communications, Regional
Landcare Facilitator, planning etc…)

Funding Program

Funding Source

2018-2019

Regional Land
Partnerships Program

Australian
Government

1,012,144

2019-2023

Regional Land
Partnerships Program

Australian
Government

2,273,011

2018-2023

Regional Land
Partnerships Program

Australian
Government

Profitable Producers Creating Healthy
Landscapes across the Southern Gulf

250,000

2018-2019

Regional Land
Partnerships Program

Australian
Government

Profitable Producers Creating Healthy
Landscapes across the Southern Gulf

600,000

2019-2023

Regional Land
Partnerships Program

Australian
Government

Building Better Regions - Stronger Pest and Weed
Collaboration in the Southern Gulf Region

124,995

2018-2020

Building Better Regions
Fund Community
Investments Stream

Australian
Government

4,000,000

2018-2022

Smart Farming
Partnerships

Australian
Government

50,000

2018-2019

GrazingFutures Project

Queensland
Government

Prickly Acacia Management in the
Southern Gulf Region

160,000

2017-2019

Qld Feral Pest Initiative
Round 2

Queensland
Government

Regional Coordination & Evaluation (RCE)

200,000

2018-2019

Natural Resources

70,000

2018-2019

Department of
Transport and Main
Roads

E-Beef smart farming in Northern Queensland
Grazing Futures

Weed Eradication Services in the Southern Gulf
of Carpentaria region of northwest Queensland

Total
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8,993,186

Queensland
Government
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sarus crane AWARDS
2019 Southern Gulf NRM Sarus Crane
Australia Day Award – Nominations Open
Do you know a person or group who have made
a significant contribution to improving land
management or the environment?
The following local governments in the Southern Gulf region are
recognising landscape champions at their Australia Day Awards
ceremonies through the Sarus Crane Award.
Mount Isa City Council
http://www.mountisa.qld.gov.au/…/2019%20Australia%20Day%20A…
Penny Stevens, Promotion and Development
iphone 4747 3282 emailalt events@mountisa.qld.gov.au
Cloncurry Shire Council
http://www.cloncurry.qld.gov.au/…/2019%20Aus%20Day%20Nomina…
Charissa List, Community Development
iphone 4742 1712 / 0438 647 042 emailalt CharissaL@cloncurry.qld.gov.au
McKinlay Shire Council
https://www.mckinlay.qld.gov.au/australia-day-awards
Jo-Anne Butler, Tourism and Events
iphone 4746 7690 emailalt jo-anne.butler@mckinlay.qld.gov.au
Richmond Shire Council
https://www.richmond.qld.gov.au/…/Richmond_Shire_Council_20…
Angela Henry, Manager of Community Services and Development
iphone 4719 3377 emailalt AngelaH@richmond.qld.gov.au
Flinders Shire Council
https://au.openforms.com/…/f59a7a89-cd32-436d-ac87-d1a64fbd…
Sherilee Honnery, Community Services Manager
iphone 0427 085 143 emailalt csm@flinders.qld.gov.au

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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BIODIVERSITY BRIGHT SPOTS:

“

Continued habitat conservation for the
endangered Carpentarian Grasswren
Southern Gulf NRM is pleased to continue habitat conservation
for the endangered Carpentarian Grasswren by improving
fire management practice in the North West Highlands.

Work to protect the stronghold of the Carpentarian Grasswren
from wildfire originally commenced in 2016 with funding from
the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program and
additional funding also provided by Glencore’s Community
Program North Queensland. Carpentarian Grasswren
conservation will continue for the next 5 years with Southern
Gulf NRM successfully securing $1,000,000 through the
Regional Land Partnerships Program.

Biodiversity Bright Spots:
Building on strong foundations formed
with input from a broad range of partners
Biodiversity Bright Spots will continue
to develop fire management capacity
in the North West Highlands region.
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Regional fire management
capacity and resilience
Continued collaboration with the Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services will assist land managers to tie in with
locally based fire management initiatives as well as gain
knowledge of locally accessible support and resources. The
core objective of the project is to assist land managers to:
• acquire an awareness and understanding of how fire can be
effectively managed in the North West Highlands
• develop the skills, experience and confidence to burn
effectively to achieve specific outcomes and to prevent fires
getting out of control
• obtain the necessary safety and fire-fighting equipment and
the competence to use them correctly
• fulfil legal obligations
• collaborate with adjoining land holders
• undertake continual reassessment of objectives, actions
and outcomes for property bases fire management

Through the Biodiversity Bright Spots project,
on-ground wildfire mitigation will initially focus
on the Buckley River Key Biodiversity area
which overlaps Calton Hills Station. This is the
stronghold for the endangered species. In later
years, on ground implementation will extend to
include other properties in the region to form a
fire management corridor between the Buckley
River Key Biodiversity Area and Boodjamulla
National Park, linking existing Carpentarian
Grasswren populations. Long-term fire
management implementation is vital for
safeguarding threatened species in fire prone
environments. The project aims to establish
a multiyear patchy mosaic burn program to
break up the existing single age fuel loads.
Small scale burns conducted over numerous
year creates multi-aged vegetation mosaic
across the landscape that assists in reducing
the impact of wildfire to property and habitats.
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Wildfire Mitigation

BirdLife North
Queensland Surveys
On-going monitoring of the endangered
Carpentarian Grasswren is vital for
assessing their persistence in the landscape.
Without the dedicated work of volunteers,
endangered species could slip quietly into
extinction. A decade of volunteer-led surveys
has contributed valuable information to
Carpentarian Grasswren conservation forming
the basis of their nomination to be listed
as a threatened species. BirdLife Northern
Queensland’s Grasswren surveys will be
supported annually through the Biodiversity
Bright Spots project.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU

7

SOUTHERN GULF LINKS #19

Grazing Projects UPDATE
Two Southern Gulf grazing projects are
now being rolled out across the region.
E-Beef Smart Farming in
Northern Queensland
Calls for Expressions of
Interest are out now.
The E-Beef Smart Farming in Northern Queensland project
is being implemented across three NRM regions – Southern
Gulf, Northern Gulf and Desert Channels. The project
aims to support producers by showing how technology
can support timely management decisions that enhance
pastures, groundcover, soils, land condition, business
profitability and adaptability.
The project will include a comprehensive extension program
to accelerate the uptake of whole-of-business grazing best
management that when adopted will improve the natural
resource base and profitability of beef enterprises. Extension
professionals will partner with collaborators to maximise
impact and ensure industry relevance. Grazing BMP and
the Grazing Futures project will be a component of the
collaboration throughout the project.
Two demonstration properties per region will be established,
one in this financial year and another the following year.

Producers involved with the Innovation
Hub learning group will:
• access weekly liveweight data from the Demonstration
Property
• access regular remote sensed modelled pasture data from
the Demonstration Property
• apply the knowledge they learn from the Demonstration
Property to their own situation
• use satellite data to monitor their paddock or paddocks of
similar land type
• select a mob or mobs of cattle in those paddocks to monitor
their condition and value
• use acquired knowledge to make critical grazing
management decisions earlier
• undertake a confidential business analysis to assess the
impact of those decisions on their profitability using the
AgriHive Farmecco platform.
Technology trials. There is limited funding available for
producers to trial new tools, apps, technologies that will lead
to sustainable grazing land management.
To be eligible the producer must be prepared to:
• provide a brief report
• be available to attend one or two Southern Gulf NRM
grazing events to present their findings to other producers.
Expressions of Interest forms are available.
• Demonstration Property EOI
• Innovation Hub EOI
• Technology trial EOI

Demonstration properties will:

© Mel Bethel

• utilise walk-over weighing technology to record weekly
cattle performance
• have access to regular remote sensed modelled pasture
data to assist in making critical grazing management
decisions
• undertake a confidential business analysis to assess the
impact of those decisions on the property’s profitability
using the AgriHive Farmecco platform.
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Please contact Anne Alison, Rangelands Officer on
0407 789 747 or grazing@southerngulf.com
Anne will be happy to take your calls or texts over during her
Christmas break, but will not be checking emails daily.
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Profitable Producers Creating Healthy
Landscapes Across Southern Gulf
Producer Performance Groups
There is still an opportunity for motivated producers
interested in getting together with like-minded graziers to
form a Producer Performance Group (PPG). Producers have
formed a Hughenden based PPG and a Julia Creek based
PPG. If there is enough interest from another district one more
group could be established.
The two newly formed PPGs have had brief meetings to
identify topics and plan some activities to acquire knowledge
and skills to create a healthy landscape and ensure they are
profitable producers. Expert advice and an extension program
over a period of four and a half years will be brought to each
PPG based on their specific issues and needs. Formal planning
meetings will be convened in the new year to further develop
and plan activities based on the NRM issues of the participant
properties. A property management planning process will
identify the issues and management practices that achieve the
desired project outcomes.
Each PPG will determine how the funds are allocated for their
group. If the PPG as a whole agrees, PPG participants will
have the opportunity to receive one-on-one advice, on-site
recommendations or establish trials and demonstration sites
by using available grant funds.

Southern Gulf investment priorities:
1. native vegetation and biodiversity
2. hill slope erosion
NLP Target Outcome 6
By 2023, there is an increase in the capacity of agriculture
systems to adapt to significant changes in climate and
market demands for information on provenance and
sustainable production.
Southern Gulf investment priority:
1. Adaptation to climate change
Please contact Anne Alison, Rangelands Officer on 0407 789
747 or grazing@bigpond.com
Anne will be happy to take your calls or texts over during her
Xmas break, but will not be checking emails daily.

Ultimately the project activities aim to achieve the National
Landcare Program’s target outcomes.
NLP Target Outcome 5
By 2023, there is an increase in the awareness and adoption
of land management practices that improve and protect the
condition of soil, biodiversity and vegetation.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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Julia Creek Beefup FORUM
Seventy producers and agribusiness representatives attended
the Julia Creek BeefUp Forum on Wednesday 31 October.
The forum followed the Southern Gulf NRM Annual General
Meeting breakfast session. The program was prepared through
collaboration between Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA)
and Southern Gulf NRM. Barb Bishop, MLA Beefup Forums
Coordinator, was able to bring key presenters to the region to
address topics that appealed to local producers.
Dan Lynch, Chair of the North West Queensland Beef Research
Committee, and Andrew Maclean welcomed attendees to
the jam-packed program. Nigel Sangster, MLA, was able to
provide an MLA update to keep producers abreast of the
activities of their industry’s marketing and research and
development organisation.
Two topics addressed the business aspect of a beef operation.
Cameron Young, Bush Agribusiness spoke on “Identifying
barriers to profitable beef production”. The barriers featured
in the Australian Beef Report by Ian McLean and Phil Holmes,
which studied the productive and financial performance of
family-owned beef businesses.
James Walker, Agrihive, explained the benefits of the business
benchmarking tool, Farmecco. The program enables livestock
producers to better understand their financial position in real
time and assist them to improve their performance by making
more informed decisions on improving their profitability. The
tool will be utilised by producers involved in the Innovation
Hubs (learning groups) in the E-Beef Smart Farming project.

Climate Mate, explained her role in assisting regional
producers to improve their knowledge and skills about
weather and climate.
After lunch Barb Bishop facilitated a session to identify
producers’ priorities to MLA’s Research and Development.
Four technology sessions followed. Anne Alison outlined how
the E-Beef Smart Farming in Northern Queensland project will
be implemented across three NRM regions – Southern Gulf,
Northern Gulf and Desert Channels. The project will monitor
the effect of pasture quality and groundcover on cattle
weights; and in turn how that impacts business performance.
David Smith, CEO of Ceres Tag, explained the concept of the
smart ear tag which is co-funded by the MLA Donor Company
and is being tested by CSIRO. Chris O’Neill, CQ University,
spoke on “Optimising production in the North” whereby he
described the university’s work with various technologies,
including the use of walk-over-weighing and their DataMuster
livestock management program. Mark Middleton described
the benefits of the FarmBot water monitoring systems,
its simplicity to install and the easy accessibility of the
information on your selected device.
Dave Smith, DAF, was the final speaker who addressed the
critical herd management topic of “Cow and Calf Mortality”.
Dave was able to provide insights into the topic which is so
vital to profitability in a northern beef business.

The forum ended with drinks and succulent MSA graded steak
cooked on the barbeque by the MLA team. The relaxed social
Three presentations addressed grazing land management and gathering gave participants the opportunity to digest the key
environmental topics. Bob Shepherd, DAF, Charters Towers
lessons and discuss topics with the presenters.
spoke on Profitable Grazing Systems and their relevance to
the region. Anne Alison described the new Southern Gulf NRM Southern Gulf NRM is appreciative of Barb Bishop and MLA’s
project, Profitable Producers Creating Healthy Landscapes
collaborative approach to convening such an informative and
Across Southern Gulf NRM and how producers can become
well-organized event that was relevant to the region.
involved through local Producer Performance Groups. Megan
Munchenberg, the newly appointed north west Queensland
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WANTED Purple-crowned

Fairywren sightings

in the Leichhardt and Albert River Catchments

Purple-crowned Fairywrens are pretty, little insect-eating
birds that occur along rivers and creeks across parts of
northern Australia. There are two sub-species, a western one
occurring from north-eastern Western Australia to western
coastal Northern Territory and an eastern one occurring
from coastal Northern Territory east to around Burketown in
north-west Queensland.

rare. It may be that they’re gone from the Leichhardt, or
perhaps they do still occur where there’s permanent water
with suitable river frontage. We’d love landholder help to find
out, so we can better assess how purple-crowned fairywrens
are faring in Queensland.

We’d love to hear from you if you have ever seen purplecrowned fairywrens in the Albert or Leichhardt River
The western sub-species is endangered due to habitat
catchments. Historical records are helpful too, as well as
degradation from grazing, weeds, excessive fire and flooding. any recent sightings.
Fortunately, the eastern subspecies has fared considerably
better, with healthy populations along many creeks and
Amanda Freeman
rivers flowing into the Gulf of Carpentaria. Even so, its range
The School for Field Studies
does seem to have contracted and the eastern subspecies is afreeman@fieldstudies.org
considered “near threatened”.
At one time, purple-crowned fairywrens were found as far
east as the Leichhardt River but over recent years they have
not been reported east of the Albert River where they are
Photo: Purple-crowned Fairywren,
courtesy of Dominic Chaplin,
Pine Creek Pictures.
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VEGETATION Management in Southern Gulf
Three vegetation management workshops were convened
by Southern Gulf NRM in collaboration with the Department
of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy. The workshops
were held in mid-November at Mount Isa, Carsland via
Cloncurry, and Hughenden. In total fifty-four people
attended the three events.

Category C – an area of high-value regrowth,
colour-coded light blue

Lisa Gale, Mareeba, and Michelle Sangricoli, Townsville, are
Senior Natural Resource Management Officers with DNRME.
They were able to explain the various aspects of the Vegetation
Management Act; the recent changes to it; and how it
applies to the region.

Category X – non-remnant vegetation, colour-coded white,
where clearing is exempt from requiring approval under
the Vegetation Management framework. Category X areas
identified on a property map of assessable vegetation
(PMAV) are ‘locked in’ and remain category X regardless of any
regrowth of vegetation.

Regulated Vegetation Management Maps

What was previously termed as Self-assessable Vegetation
Clearing Codes are now known as Acceptable Development
Vegetation Clearing Codes.

Michelle explained the regulated vegetation management
maps and the various vegetation categories that may
be present on a block of land. The vegetation categories
determine the type of approval needed for vegetation clearing,
while regional ecosystems are shown on the vegetation
management supporting map.
Property reports and vegetation maps can be requested
at: www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/management/
vegetation/maps/map-request
Vegetation maps and regional ecosystem mapping can
be viewed through Queensland Globe: https://qldglobe.
information.qld.gov.au

Vegetation Categories
Category A – an area of vegetation that is subject to
compliance notices, offsets and voluntary declarations.
These are colour-coded red on the regulated
vegetation management map.
Category B – an area of remnant vegetation,
colour-coded dark blue.
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Category R – applies to Reef watercourses in catchments
draining to the Great Barrier Reef, so it does not apply to
Southern Gulf, colour-coded yellow

Exempt clearing works were previously known as
“Exemptions”. There are exemptions for clearing work on a
range of different land categories – e.g. for land generally;
freehold and indigenous land; leasehold land for agriculture
and grazing; land dedicated as a road, trust land and
unallocated State land. Each of these is dependent on the
applicable vegetation category/status or clearing requirement.
Some grassland regional ecosystems are not regulated by
the Vegetation Management Act and clearing for any purpose
may be carried out without a permit or notification to DNRME.
Regional ecosystems consider the bioregion, the land zone
and the vegetation type – e.g. Regional Ecosystem 2.3.3 is
an unregulated grassland in the Gulf Plains bioregion on
alluvial plains consisting of Bull and Hoop Mitchell grasses
and Flinders grass.
Please note, that there may be some errors with regional
ecosystem mapping and land managers are asked to notify the
department to make corrections through the PMAV process.

Lisa and Michelle then went into detail about what clearing
activities could be undertaken for Managing Encroachment
and Managing Thickening. These are quite complex and
are dependent on the regional ecosystems. Encroachment
clearing is limited to a certain number of grassland regional
ecosystems. It is recommended that land managers speak
to the department to discuss their intentions to understand
what activities can or cannot be undertaken for the regional
ecosystems and vegetation categories on their properties.
Prior to applying for a permit to manage thickened
vegetation a landowner will have to obtain a relevant
purpose determination. It is recommended that landowners
contact the department about the information required for
this determination. Once a determination has been made a
permit can be applied for. There is now the option to apply
for a Fast Track 5 permit which will be approved in 5 days
and is considerably cheaper ($809) than the 30-day standard
permit ($3240). The limitation is that each Fast Track 5 permit
is restricted to 400 hectares (though a landowner can get
multiple Fast Track 5 permits).
Weed management was also discussed. There are two
Area Management Plans (AMP) that apply to the Southern
Gulf region. The Dry Tropics Region AMP covers all of
Southern Gulf, whereas the Desert Channels AMP covers
only some southern areas of the Southern Gulf region. When
undertaking a weed control program it is worth comparing
the Acceptable Development Vegetation Clearing Codes with
the two AMPs to see which would be most appropriate to the
work being undertaken.

SOUTHERN GULF LINKS #19

Managing encroachment,
thickening and weeds

Individual property advice
In many instances the workshops raised more questions than
answers. Those who attended now understand more about
what they need to investigate to comply with the Vegetation
Management framework. The workshops were their
starting point to consider what options they have for their
individual circumstances.
Many participants have accepted the offer of individual
property advice when Lisa and/or Michelle revisit the region.
They are happy to meet producers in their local towns to
discuss maps and options for vegetation management. They
have already returned to the region and met with some
producers who attended the workshops.
For any producers seeking further clarification
on their property’s issues or wanting to arrange a
meeting, please contact:
• Lisa Gale on 07 4017 0102 or lisa.gale@dnrme.qld. gov.au or
• Michelle Sangricoli on 07 4447 9154 or michelle.sangricoli.
dnrme.qld.gov.au.
The vegetation management hotline 135VEG (135 834)
is another useful resource. This line is staffed by trained
vegetation management officers.
Everyone attending the Carsland workshop was very
appreciative of Mark and Chelsea McMillan hosting the day
and providing the comfort of their deck and new kitchen area.

Paddock inspections were undertaken to demonstrate how
to measure the density of vegetation and how to assess
regrowth to show that there has been encroachment or
thickening over time.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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CLIMATE OUTLOOK REVIEW

– Northern Australia

Authors: Prof Roger C Stone & Dr Chelsea Jarvis

Overview
Rainfall: Generally average to below average for
most regions (see maps).
Day time temperatures: Above average
Night time temperatures: Average to above average

Australian Bureau of
Meteorology forecasts:
Australian Bureau of Meteorology forecasts:

3
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Australian Bureau of Meteorology forecasts:

The Australian and international long-term dynamic climate
models that focus on forecasting central Pacific sea surface
temperatures are continuing to predict further development
of an El Niño within the next few months (December
2018 to February 2019).
Consequently, most rainfall forecasts for northern Australia,
especially north east Australia, currently indicate varying
probability values of exceeding the respective long-term
median rainfall right through to and including summer
2018/19. As the SOI is back on the rise again (somewhat
unexpectedly) SOI phase-based forecasts show a varied
pattern for Queensland and northern Australia (see maps).

Figure 1: Bureau of Meteorology Forecast ‘Chance of exceeding median rainfall’
probability values for northern Australia for the overall period December 2018 to
February
2019.
PartsofofMeteorology
northern Australia
is showing
than 50%
chance
of
Figure 1:
Bureau
Forecast
‘Chance a
of less
exceeding
median
rainfall’
exceeding
median
probability
valuesrainfall.
for northern Australia for the overall period December 2018 to

Figure 1: Bureau of Meteorology Forecast ‘Chance of exceeding
median rainfall’ probability values for northern Australia for
February 2019. Parts of northern Australia is showing a less than 50% chance of
the
overall
period
December 2018 to February 2019. Parts
exceeding
median
rainfall.
of northern Australia is showing a less than 50% chance of
exceeding median rainfall.

The average Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) values for the
month of November was close to plus 0.6 (+0.6).
Both minimum and maximum temperatures are expected
to be above average for the months of December
2018 to February 2019.
Due to the further development of El Niño-like conditions,
there is a higher than average chance of a later start to the
monsoonal wet season than usual.

Figure 2: Past accuracy of rainfall from December 2018 to February 2019, indicating
how accurate past rainfall forecasts have been for these months.

Figure 2: Past accuracy of rainfall from December 2018 to February 2019, indicating

Figure
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months. 2018 to
February 2019, indicating how accurate past rainfall forecasts
have been for these months.
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Monsoon/Wet Season Onset
(Included seasonally)
7

The monsoon season has not yet started and it is predicted 10
to be average to slightly late in timing due to El Niño-like
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Season
(Included
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received at least 50mm of rainfall since 1 September and Figure 11 shows how the
rainfall in Figure 10 compares to other years.

Monsoon/Wet Season Onset (Included seasonally)
The monsoon season has not yet started and it is predicted to be average to slightly
late in timing due to El Niño-like conditions. Figure 10 shows areas that have
received at least 50mm of rainfall since 1 September and Figure 11 shows how the
rainfall in Figure 10 compares to other years.

Figure 7: ‘Probability of exceeding median rainfall’ values for Australia for the
Figure 3: ‘Probability of exceeding median rainfall’ values for
overall period December 2018 to February 2019 based on ‘near zero’ SOI
Australia for the overall period December 2018 to February
pattern during October and November. Regions shaded darker grey have a
2019 based
on ‘near
SOI pattern
during
October
50%-60%
probability
of zero’
exceeding
median
rainfall
valuesand
and regions shaded
Figure
7: ‘Probability
of shaded
exceeding
mediangrey
rainfall’
values
for Australia
for the values
lighter
grey
have
a 40%
to 50% darker
probability
of
exceeding
median rainfall
November.
Regions
have
a 50%-60%
overallto
period
December 2018 to February 2019 based on ‘near zero’ SOI
relative
this period.
probability
of exceeding median rainfall values and regions

pattern during October and November. Regions shaded darker grey have a
shaded lighter
grey
a 40%
to 50%
probability
ofregions shaded Figure 10: Accumulation of at least 50mm since 1 September. Note, this rainfall is not
50%-60%
probability
of have
exceeding
median
rainfall
values and
lighter grey have a 40% to 50% probability of exceeding median rainfall values related to the start of the monsoon, but rather due to convection. Grey areas have not
Figure
5: Accumulation of at least 50mm since 1 September.
exceeding median rainfall values relative to this period.
yet received 50mm.
relative to this period.

Note, this rainfall is not related to the start of the
monsoon, but rather due to convection. Grey areas have
10: Accumulation
of at least 50mm since 1 September. Note, this rainfall is not
notFigure
yet received
50mm.
related to the start of the monsoon, but rather due to convection. Grey areas have not
yet received 50mm.

Figure 11: Number of days earlier or later than the long-term average of receiving at
least 50mm after 1 September. Grey areas have not yet received 50mm.
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average of receiving at least 50mm after 1 September. Grey
areas have not yet received 50mm.
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Christmas RECIPES

Christmas Baked Ham
with Brown Sugar-Honey Glaze
Ingredients
1 cup brown sugar
2 x teaspoons dry mustard
½ cup honey
¼ cup Dry Sherry
1 x packet whole cloves, to stud
1 x packet Glace Red Cherries (optional)
Instructions
• Cut a scallop pattern around thick end of ham shank and
ease skin away from fat. Turn ham over and ease away rest
of skin, which should come off in one piece. Using a sharp
knife, score fat with 5 mm deep diagonal cuts, to form a
diamond pattern.
• To make glaze, mix sugar, mustard and honey together and
using a brush spread half the mixture over ham. Add dry
sherry to the paste if to glaze is to dry. Stud each diamond
with a clove and glace cherries. The cherries are cut in half
and placed on the ham with toothpicks.
• Place ham, fat side up, on a rack in a roasting tin containing
3.5 cm depth of water. Bake in a preheated moderately slow
oven (160°C) for 1½–2 hours, basting it every 15 minutes
with remaining glaze. Serve hot or cold.

Warm potato salad
Ingredients
1.2 kilograms potatoes, ¼ cup red wine vinegar, zest 2
lemons, juice 1 lemon, 1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil, 1
tablespoon each of wholegrain and dijon mustards, 1 red
onion thinly sliced, ½ bunch fresh parsley, ½ bunch fresh dill,
salt and pepper to taste.
Instructions
• Boil potatoes in water until tender (but not falling apart).
• Salad dressing, mix remaining ingredients (except herbs) in
a large bowl and season.
• Once potatoes are cooked and drained, halve, quarter
or thickly slice (while still hot), add to the dressing (the
potatoes will soak up the dressing when hot) and season to
taste. Toss and allow to sit for 10 minutes.
• When ready to serve, chop and toss herbs through. Serve
hot, warm or cold.

Steve’s choice of
Beer for Christmas
day! Toohey’s New
and Toohey’s Old.
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Wines to accompany
a Christmas feast, suggestions
by Charles Curry
I will be indulging in my Xmas feast at a bush retreat with old
friends on the Big River in central Victoria among the foothills
of the High Country. It is a special place so the wines should
be right up there too.
An aperitif to stimulate the appetite: it must be champagne,
a Veuve Clicquot Brut if the finances can stretch or a
delicious Jansz methode tasmanoise from the Apple
Isle’s Piper’s Brook.
White wine: there are numerous fine Australian and Kiwi
Sauvignon Blancs and Chardonnays to choose from but I’ll
stick to two favourites from Tahbilk in central Victoria – a
traditional Riesling or their specialty Marsanne.
As evening approaches and you’re not ready for that
cleansing ale – VB or a Cooper’s of course – then a Rutherglen
Tawny Port or a Tahbilk Liqueur Muscat will finish off nicely.
Red wines, the all-important - Australia produces great
reds from Margaret River in the west through South
Australia’s Clare, Barossa, McClaren Vale and Coonawarra,
Victoria’s Heathcote and Yarra Valley, to NSW’s Hunter and
emerging Orange region. However, I’m sticking to a superb
Barossa Shiraz called Zephyrus from Sons of Eden and
a rich delicious Cabernet Sauvignon from Zema Estate’s
Coonawarra family selection.

Roasted vegetable
cous cous
Ingredients
Vegetables: 4 Roma tomatoes, 2 zucchini, 1 capsicum, 1 red
onion (or any vegetable combination that you have available)
4/5 garlic cloves
2 tbsp olive oil
salt and pepper
2 cups couscous
3 cups vegetable stock
1/4 bunch parsley
Instructions
• Preheat oven to 180ºC. Wash and chop tomatoes, zucchini,
capsicum, and red onion into 1 to 1.5-inch pieces, peel the
garlic and leave whole.
• Coat the chopped vegetables and garlic in the olive oil and
spread out single layer on a baking tray and season with
salt and pepper to taste. Place in the oven and roast at
180ºC for approximately 45 minutes.
• Cook the couscous. Add the vegetable stock to a saucepan,
place a lid on top to bring to a boil over high heat. Once
boiling, add the 2 cups of couscous then turn off the heat.
Cover the saucepan with a lid and let it sit for ten minutes,
then fluff with a fork.
• After the vegetables are finished roasting chop the soft
garlic well and roughly chop the fresh parsley.
• Combine the couscous, roasted vegetables (including
garlic), and parsley in a bowl, stir to combine and season
with more salt and pepper to taste. Serve warm or cold.
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Plum Pudding

Brandy Butter

This is an old family recipe handed down through the
generations. I like to make it a few weeks before Xmas so that
it has time for the flavour to mature.

I modified the original recipe to ensure that the brandy
flavour is stronger.

Ingredients
125g sultanas
250g raisins
250g currants
60g mixed peel
1 tablespoon treacle (or golden syrup)
150ml brandy
250g butter
60g sugar (I prefer brown sugar)
3 small or 2 large eggs
250g soft breadcrumbs
2oz plain flour
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
½ rounded teaspoon bicarb soda
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon allspice
Instructions
• Chop fruit and soak overnight (or longer).
• Cream butter, sugar and then add eggs.
• Mix all dry ingredients and add to butter mixture. Add
soaked fruit. Place in pudding basin with a lid or a suitable
bowl covered with foil and tied with string.
• Steam in a boiler for 6 hours.
• Serve with your choice of Brandy Butter (see below), cream,
egg custard and/or vanilla ice cream.
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Ingredients
125g butter
3 cups icing sugar
6-8 tablespoon brandy
Instructions
• Cream butter and icing sugar well. Then add brandy a
teaspoon at a time.
• Adjust the icing sugar/brandy proportions so that you have
achieved a brandy strength to suit your taste and a suitable
icing sugar ratio to achieve a firm butter after refrigerated.
• Place in a sealed container or wrap well to ensure it doesn’t
become tainted in the fridge.
• The strength of the brandy butter is traditionally a talking
point in my family, dependent on how potent it is that
year. New Xmas visitors after serving themselves generous
amounts can be caught out by being unaware of the
brandy butter’s potency.
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Traditional
Shortbread

Stained Glass
Jelly Cake

Buttery, lightly golden and impossibly moreish,
this traditional shortbread will delight loved
ones at Christmas time.

Ingredients
5 (170g) packets jelly crystals, in different colours
24g gelatine powder
2 cups (500ml) water, divided
300ml sweetened condensed milk
300ml double cream
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Ingredients
250g butter, softened
3/4 cup (155g) caster sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups (300g) plain flour, sifted
1/2 cup (90g) rice flour, sifted
Instructions
• Preheat oven to 160°C. Grease 2 oven trays. Line with
baking paper. Using an electric mixer, beat butter, 2/3 cup
sugar and vanilla until light and fluffy. Stir in sifted flours.
• Divide dough into 2 portions. Shape into 2 discs. Roll 1
portion between 2 sheets of baking paper to form a 20cm
round. Carefully transfer to prepared tray. Repeat with
remaining dough.
• Bake for 20 minutes or until golden, swapping the trays
halfway through cooking. Cool on the trays and then serve.

Directions
• Make up the five colours of jelly in five different bowls, using
only half the water stated on the packets so that the jelly is
very firm. Chill until completely set.
• Grease a 23cm cake tin, or use a silicone mold.
• Cut the jelly into cubes, toss together and tip into the cake tin
or mold.
• Place 1 cup water in a bowl and add the powdered gelatine.
Let sit for a few minutes, then add 1 cup boiling water. Stir
until dissolved.
• Place the condensed milk in a blender with the cream. Add
the gelatine mixture and vanilla. Blend until well combined.
• Pour the milk mixture over the jelly cubes in the mold. Chill
4-5 hours or overnight. To unmold, run a knife along the
edges of the mold and invert on a serving plate.
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