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Soils Health outcomes
Successful grants
Land Condition project
Alstonvale weeds story
Gulf Women book

WHO are we?
Southern Gulf NRM is the natural resource management (NRM)
organisation for the Southern Gulf region of north west Queensland.
We work with our partners and the community to protect our region’s
natural resources and maintain the prosperity of industries and
communities that rely on these. The region comprises all the land
whose creeks and rivers run into the south of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
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It’s obvious when you think about it: no natural resource
management outcome can be achieved or sustained without
the active collaboration of the relevant land managers.
In the end it is the land manager that has the responsibility
and power to decide whether or not weeds are managed;
grazing pressure is managed to sustain native pastures; the
natural values of our rivers and wetlands are protected and
our soil and water resources are wisely used. Nobody else
can do this.
I think that sometimes those of us in the NRM sector – both
community and government agencies – fall into the trap of
looking past the land manager and seeing only the weeds,
degraded pastures and the other environmental problems
our NRM programs try to address. We measure our progress
in terms of hectares of weeds controlled or how much
grazing land is in what sort of condition or similar biophysical
measures. We seek your forgiveness for that, but these are
the measures that funding bodies commonly demand of us.
Of course, the more important measure of progress is the
extent to which our regional land manager community has
the knowledge, skills and resources to make good decisions
about natural resource management and whether they are
implementing them.
Another obvious point that we sometimes forget is that we
achieve more when we work in partnerships. This is nowhere
more important than in our Southern Gulf region, where the
population is sparse and our regional institutions small and
poorly funded. We must marshal our resources, limited as
they may be, and work together to achieve good outcomes
for our regional community.
Some of the more interesting and promising developments
underway at Southern Gulf NRM reflect these ideas. For
example, our partnership with Queensland DAF and others
in the Improved Business and Drought Resilience project is
based around the roll out of the Grazing BMP system into
western Queensland. Grazing BMP puts the producer at the
centre of the process and deals with the grazing enterprise
in a wholistic way. It is also promoting strong partnerships
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CEO’S update

between the agencies that service the beef industry and
promote natural resource management and with the
industry itself.
Another example: in response to information from
the Queensland Government that it will shortly call for
expressions of interest in two pilot projects that will promote
regional collaboration in pest and weed management,
I convened a teleconference of local government, State
government, AgForce and others to test support for the
concept. I was delighted with the level of participation in
the teleconference, but also in the enthusiastic support for
improving partnerships and collaboration in the region. We’ll
continue to work with partners to put a very strong proposal
up to the State Government.
Maintaining a strong connection with regional communities
is one of our key priorities at Southern Gulf NRM. This helps
ensure our programs and projects reflect the needs of the
region. We are looking forward to participating in the
upcoming Morning Glory festival at Burketown. This is
a special part of our region and staff are looking forward to
meeting up with the locals to learn about the NRM issues.
Further ahead, on 31 October, we will hold our Annual
General Meeting in Richmond with a community forum
immediately prior. This is one of the important days in our
annual calendar and I hope to see you there.
Andrew Maclean
Chief Executive Officer

CHAIR’S update
We are approaching the end of this year at what seems like
a very rapid pace. It is hard to believe that Southern Gulf
NRM is due to have our Annual General Meeting (AGM) at
the end of October. We are looking forward to having our
AGM along with another community forum in Richmond
this year. We hope our community members, and Southern
Gulf NRM members are able to join us for what should be an
interesting and important opportunity for the Southern Gulf
NRM board and staff to interact with you. As our community
members and Southern Gulf NRM members it’s essential you
have the opportunity to discuss key NRM priorities. It is also
an important opportunity for the Board and staff to share
with you our project updates for 2017 and going forward into
2018. The forum will also allow us the opportunity to discuss
with our guests and members the key challenges Southern
Gulf NRM faces both in the long term and the short term.

“
I enjoy hearing the success
stories, where collaboration
between partners, Southern Gulf
NRM and community members
has had a positive result.

So if you are invested in the region as a community member,
please use this opportunity to come along and get involved
with your local natural resource management group.
Our role here at Southern Gulf NRM is to work with the
communities across the region, to help deliver relevant and
important projects in support of the management of our
natural resources across the region. We can only do it with
your continued support. For what is the role of Southern
Gulf NRM if not to work with the people from the individual
sectors across our region? I enjoy hearing the success stories,
where collaboration between partners, Southern Gulf NRM
and community members has had a positive result.
As details of the new National Landcare Program from the
Australian government are closer to being released we
are exploring ways to collaborate and build partnerships
with relevant partners and stakeholder groups. For it is
evident that the federal government continues to look for
efficiencies across the sector. They also are looking for better
measurable outcomes from their investment into NRM
activities. Our project development for this funding will be
focused on achieving not only important NRM outcomes,

but ways to ensure that we build better and stronger
relationships with our partners and stakeholder groups
across the region. So please, stay informed about your
region’s natural resource management. We all have a stake in
our region’s future sustainable natural resources.
Megan Munchenberg
Chairperson
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soil health FIELD DAY
Soil and Carbon experts engage with Southern Gulf land
managers about healthy soils and understanding Carbon?
Twenty two Southern Gulf land managers from thirteen
grazing enterprises and two local Government shires
attended a series of soil health and carbon credit awareness
field days. These field days centred on learning how healthy
soil increases productivity. The graziers who attended,
collectively manage around 218,872 hectares. The Australian
Agricultural Company (AAco) at Carrum Station, 40 km
outside of Julia Creek, Kevin Bawden, Lonesome Dove
Station, 20 km outside of Richmond and Flinders Shire
Council, Hughenden, were our hosts for the series of Field
Days.
Pru Wharton, Southern Gulf NRM Regional Landcare
Facilitator, said “This project focused on developing an
understanding of the importance of soils and carbon. If land
managers are shown the correct skills and knowledge to
put in practise, we will see an increase in the development
of sustainable farming and grazing pastures, which in the
long-term, becomes an important asset in any business”. The
project was delivered by the Regional Landcare Facilitator
Program and funded under the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Programme.
The day started off with John Gavin, from Remarkable NRM,
giving us a presentation on the topic of carbon farming.
Attendees were given the opportunity to learn about the
initiative and what carbon projects and credits are available
in North West Queensland. At present, there has been
confusion in the region around this topic and John was
able to give participants a better understanding of what is
currently happening and what the future looks like with

carbon farming. His presentation gave participants the
ability to then investigate further as to whether their business
could access the carbon market. There was a lot of interest
on the topic and a good deal of questions asked!
Agricultural ecologist David Hardwick, then went on to
discuss the benefits of exploring soils. What makes soil
healthy? How do you tell if it’s alive, how to re-energise it,
how can I test the pH, what challenges do we face being in
the rangeland compared to our coastal counterparts? And
most importantly, how do we make positive changes for the
grazing businesses in the long-term. These were some of the
questions asked by attendees.
David had everyone bring along one or two cubes of
topsoil from their properties. This made for some great
group conversation around the different results that were
discovered, as each soil sample was tested. After our
session in the classroom (shed), everyone ventured out to
the paddock where they had a more hands on approach by
getting their hands dirty exploring soil in the pit and looking
at plant roots and soil organism.
At the end of the day, one of the major take home messages
from David was quite simple. “Soils are important assets in a
business and graziers need to develop an understanding of it
and how to manage it better to benefit them in the long run”.
Pru Wharton
Regional Landcare Facilitator, Southern Gulf NRM

Take home messages and quotes
from the series of Field days included:
“The development of the carbon economy is rapidly
expanding in the Qld Rangelands with contracts for
delivery of Australian Carbon Credit Units under the
Emissions Reduction Fund, estimated to be worth more
than $825 million dollars over the next 10 years. The
emergence of the carbon economy provides a once in
a generation opportunity for many landholders with
the alternative income used to assist family succession,
develop infrastructure and improve property management
in a pastoral economy dealing with increasing challenges
to profitability. However, this new industry brings many
challenges for land managers and regulators. Understanding
the full cost of production and risks associated with a new
industry is difficult and there are potential conflicting
outcomes between traditional pastoral practices and carbon
sequestration projects. This makes comparing existing
pastoral practices with the potential new activities very
difficult for land managers to consider. Understanding
the financial returns and the risks involved in the current
pastoral business and the potential carbon projects, is
essential for land managers to make informed decisions and
capitalise on the opportunities available.”
John Gavin
Remarkable NRM
“Great insight into the prospects of carbon farming
options and the soil health section with David gives you a
comprehensive look at the building blocks of soil; including
the impacts from humans or animals, definitely worth
investing your time.”
Trisha Sheahan
Tweedsmuir Station
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“After the people in the farm business; soils are the most
important asset in any farming or grazing operation.
Therefore it is very important to ensure that the soil asset
remains in good condition and good working order. We call
this soil health. In Queensland grazing systems, the benefits
of keeping your soil healthy, include, better use of rainfall
and efficient cycling of nutrients; both of which lead to
better pasture growth and animal performance. Soil health
is also important for the wider catchment, as it leads to less
erosion and healthy landscapes. Getting to understand
what soil health is and how to evaluate your soil to see what
condition it is in are critical skills that every landholder can
benefit from.”
David Hardwick
Soil Land and Food
“I recently attended a Soil health and Carbon credit field day
at Carrum Julia Creek. It was a great learning curve for me.
Soil health is an issue that we need to be aware of as there
is no more land being built. We need to understand how
we manage our soil to be able to keep farming activities in
a healthy and profitable state. The Carbon credit session
was very informative, to me it seems an area that we need
to learn and understand the benefits for landowners in the
North West.”
Ray Campbell
Grazier Cairo Station

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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COMMUNITY funding
Community Capacity Building funding is available for natural
environment and cultural heritage projects. Funding is provided by the
Australian Government under the National Landcare Programme.
During 2017 the following
organisations have been
successful in their applications:
Mount Isa Tourism Association
Lake Moondarra birdwatching
$5,500
Native birds to the lake, especially the
endangered Carpentarian Grasswren

Previously funded project

Community Forum & Annual General Meeting
31 October 2017

Richmond Shire Council | Tuesday 31 October, 2017
Lunch 1pm | Forum 2pm | AGM 5pm | Dinner in collaboration with Kronosaurus Korner
Kronosaurus Korner is the award winning fossil and tourism centre for Richmond Shire.

GUEST SPEAKERS

ABOUT

Cr John Wharton AM on behalf of Cooperative
Research Centre (CRC) for developing Northern
Australia, and as Mayor of Richmond Shire Council
will speak about a range of issues, including how
CRC projects are assessed and approved.

This is one of a series of community forums hosted by Southern
Gulf NRM that aims to engage with the regional community about
natural resource management issues in the region. Southern
Gulf NRM is eager to hear your views about project priorities that
could form the basis of future funding applications.

Cr Jane McNamara, Mayor of Flinders Shire
Council, will speak about her new role on the
Northern Australia Advisory Council. This will
include the advisory role’s responsibility to gather
ideas from the local region, for potential new
Northern Australia projects and strategies.

The 2017 Southern Gulf NRM Annual General Meeting follows the
Community Forum. Southern Gulf NRM members are requested
to attend. Observers are also welcome. The AGM will be 5pm
at the Richmond Shire Council’s meeting rooms. Papers will be
distributed to Members prior to the meeting including the formal
Notice for the meeting and Proxy forms.

RSVP AND ENQUIRIES WELCOME:
Contact Joanna Seczkowski
Community Engagement

Image © Leonie Winks Photography

Phone: 4743 1888 | 0409 039 172
Email: communityengagement@southerngulf.com.au

! SouthernGulfNRM
" SouthernGulfNRM

Mount Isa Fish Stocking Group Hatchery Project
SG NRM Community Capacity Building
Display Room Interpretive Audio Visual & Signage Project
Through SG NRM Community Capacity Building funding the
objectives of the “Display Room Audio Visual & Signage Project”
at the Mount Isa Fish Stocking Group (MIFSG) Hatchery Project
have been fulfilled. Audio visual equipment including monitors
with rotating images and a ten minute descriptive presentation
of the projects objectives and outcomes have been viewed by
an estimated 800 people since being commissioned in February
2016. Interpretive signage and high quality images depicting
local native freshwater fish species have also been installed at
the MIFSG Hatchery Project Display Room and have increased
the knowledge and awareness of visitors about this regions
native freshwater fauna.
MIFSG would like to acknowledge the SG NRM for their
permission to utilise images and information recorded in a
book published by Southern Gulf Catchments (now Southern
Gulf NRM) titled “Field guide to the Fishes of Southern Gulf of
Carpentaria Catchments in Queensland” The information in
this book, researched and written by Alf Hogan, features many
of the species displayed live and on the Display Room Audio
Visual & Signage Project interpretive material. Information
such as physical descriptions, range, habitat, diet and even
human consumption qualities are noted in the interpretive
material. MIFSG would also like to acknowledge the Kalkadoon
People who have supported the Hatchery Project and provided
language names for the fish in the project. The opportunity
to utilise part of the oral tradition of the Kalkadoon People
is appreciated and serves to inform the general public of
the unique names of our local native fishes and promotes
Kalkadoon culture in an appropriate manner.

Cloncurry Kindergarten
$4,000
Pest repellent plants and different textured plants
to teach about the abilities of different plants
Scripture Union Qld
Gardening Club
$2,120
Native plants and sustainable drought resistance
theme to gardening
Bursary to Rangelands Conference
$2,200
Competitive application process with selection
criteria (see next page)
Burke Shire Council
$4,788
Morning Glory Festival activities of a photo
competition, traditional weavers and an enviro
speaker
Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal
Corporation
$5,000 x 2 projects
Mentoring support for the Wellesley Islands
Land Sea Social Economic Dev’t (WILSSED)
ranger program and attendees travel to the
AFAC17 conference (fire and emergency services)
Centacare North Queensland
$5000
Yarning Circle & Kup Muri Space; building on
from the Glencore funded community garden,
an additional area will be developed and
includes a focus on the knowledge of Mitakoodi
Elders and sharing that knowledge.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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pods in POO
Prickly acacia seed passage through cattle
Prickly acacia pods are maturing quickly this year, due to the
extra warm dry season.

So how do you know how long a seed takes?

As property managers notice the quick maturation, they
will also start to see the pods dropping. Southern Gulf NRM
and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries encourage
everyone to look over the information Fact Sheets available.

What's new in prickly acacia control
Mechanical and aerial demonstrations

FIELD DAY
Richmond, Wednesday 27 September 2017
Time: 9am - 11am
Location: Tranquillity Park, Richmond
Catering: Light morning tea will be provided

Marshall tree saw
Tree puller
Mulcher
Aerial spot drop

Field studies into prickly acacia pod and seed maturity
have been led by Biosecurity Queensland with Southern
Gulf NRM support. They have found that seed maturation
is highly variable with some seeds viable much earlier than
previously thought. Visual cues indicating seed viability were
also identified which will assist in managing seed spread risk
on properties. The results of the study, have been collated
into a factsheet to guide graziers.
The ‘Simple Actions’ fact sheet gives two pages about the
following three infestation issues;
• Maintain and expand areas that are free from prickly
acacia
• Monitor watercourses
• Manage the movement of livestock

TOPICS





A common infestation method is cattle eating the matured
pods, moving to a new area and their cow pat provides a
great relocation vehicle for the pods.

 Skattergun
 New ecology findings
 New control trial

Feeding seed pods
to cattle

Collecting

The ‘passage through cattle’ fact sheet is more specific
about those pods and cattle poo. The excellent images in the
pod and seed development is printed overpage to give an
example of the information in the series of fact sheets.

results

Further information
Pru Wharton
Regional Landcare Facilitator, Southern Gulf NRM
07 4743 1888/0428 888 079
landcare@southerngulf.com.au
Southern Gulf

Nathan March
Project Leader – War on Western Weeds
07 4794 8905/0427 603 328
nathan.march@daf.qld.gov.au
www.southerngulf.com.au

New Prickly Acacia factsheets were co-developed by
Southern Gulf NRM and the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries through the Queensland Government funded War
on Western Weeds initiative or from Biosecurity Queensland
(call 13 25 23 or visit http://bit.ly/2tZlGT9).

www.southerngulf.com.au/resources/fact-sheets

This event is an initiative of Southern Gulf NRM funded through the Regional Landcare Facilitator Program, the Queensland Government
funded War on Western Weeds initiative and the Australian Government funded War on Northern Invasive Weeds Project.

Sieving and counting
seeds recovered

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU

9

Using visual seed and pod cues for
assessing prickly acacia seed viability
Introduction
Cattle are the primary spread vector of prickly acacia (Vachellia nilotica) seed as they readily
consume both immature and mature pods off the tree and the ground (Image 1 & 2) and pass
it through their gut in faeces. Peak pod fall is generally regarded to be from October to
January, although recent observations have shown that pod maturity can occur as early as
July and is mainly driven by seasonal conditions. This means that pods can be available to
cattle for a much longer period than has been thought, making it important to know when
seed in pods becomes viable in order to prevent seed spread.

73%

67%

34%

0.4%

Image 2: Pod colour indicating % seed viability

75%

57%

• Visual cues provide a local and immediate assessment of the risk of spreading
viable seed if cattle are allowed to graze prickly acacia pods both on the trees or
the ground.
• Regular assessments of seed maturity using visual cues will need to be done to
minimise risk of seed spread as unviable seed can become viable quickly.
• Assessments of seed maturity allow land managers to manage seed spread by
determining whether cattle that have access to pods need to be quarantined for a
period of 7 to 8 days before being moved to clean country.
• Using visual cues to assess seed viability is not completely reliable given the
different seed development rates seen at different locations, in pods from the
same tree and seeds from the same pod.
• It is important therefore that land managers consider whether seed spread will be
an issue when cattle are grazing where prickly acacia is present and plan to
minimise the risk of seed spread.

Image 1: Cattle eat the pods of prickly acacia, either off the tree or the ground

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries undertook field and laboratory based studies
to identify visual features of prickly acacia pods and seeds that may indicate seed viability.

Findings
•
•
•

•
•

As the colour of pods and seeds on trees changed from green to grey-brown, viability
of seeds increased (Image 2 & 3).
Flat pods and soft seeds were rarely viable, however as pods began to thicken and seeds
harden (even if green still) seeds were potentially viable.
The development and viability of seeds varied at a regional scale (most likely reflecting
water availability) as well as between individual trees and within individual pods on trees
(Image 4).
Seeds can progress from being unviable to viable over a period as short as one to two weeks.
Both unviable and viable seeds are present on a podding prickly acacia tree at any point in time.

This factsheet was co-developed by Southern Gulf NRM and the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries through the Queensland Government funded War on Western Weeds initiative.

0.1%

Image 3: Seed colour indicating % seed viability

Using visual cues to manage seed spread risk

Image 4: Viability of seed is variable within pods as
seeds develop at different rates

Research

24%

Summary
Prickly acacia seed can be viable well before pods drop from trees, and this risk can arise
well outside the normally stated pod fall period of October to January. This dramatically
expands the timeframe that stock hygiene and movement practices need to be considered
in relation to prickly acacia spread. Ultimately, when pods are fattening, and just as they
begin to turn grey, stock movement should take into account the possibility that cattle have
viable seed in their gut with cattle quarantined as necessary for up to eight days to ensure
they are free of prickly acacia seed.

Further information
Further information is available from SG NRM (call 1800 676 242 or visit
http://www.southerngulf.com.au/resources/fact-sheets/) or from Biosecurity Queensland
(call 13 25 23 or visit http://bit.ly/2tZlGT9)
This factsheet was co-developed by Southern Gulf NRM and the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries through the Queensland Government funded War on Western Weeds initiative.
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When Bron Blake began facilitating the ‘Gulf Women’
anthology, she and the contributors agreed that all work
would be voluntary so all profits could return to the Gregory
region for community projects.

Interestingly, some comments from amongst the women
were: “I didn’t know that about you!’ or, ‘I hadn’t heard
that before… even amongst ourselves there are new things
to share.’ ‘They told me,’ says Bron Blake, ‘that there was:
“Nothing to write about, really.” It was brushed off with: “So
ordinary it’s boring.” “Just what you do.” “Just life.”

Guest article contributor, Bronwyn Blake

Bron says, ‘As their editor, I feel closely connected to these
women who gifted me windows into their worlds so different
from most, and was fortunate enough to be told the story of
their lives, warts, joys, terrors and all.’

A funeral seems an unlikely place for the
genesis of an unusual community project,
but that’s just what happened when author,
Bron Blake attended the funeral of 94-yearold, lifetime Gulf of Carpentaria woman,
Ethleen Burnett in 2015. Listening to her
history she was convinced that Gulf women’s
stories like Ethleen’s should never be lost.

encompassed the NT border stations, the Gulf itself, across
to Normanton and reached south taking in stations towards
Cloncurry and Mount Isa!

This powerful book gives women a voice to tell their own
stories of managing distant stations and stock camps,
handling terrible accidents, floods, bushfires, and droughts.

Two years and 450 pages later, the stories of fifty-five women,
unique to the Gulf of Carpentaria region, are now recorded in
the anthology ‘Gulf Women, voices from remote North-West
Queensland’. These writers, with great pride, are about to
launch their book in Burketown, Queensland, on the 30th
September 2017 .

They are also the mothers who are the nurse and teacher,
who can’t shop at the supermarket, and order food and
essential supplies from far away centres, delivery weeks or
months. Who can’t send kids to school so supervise each
lesson, and educate their children through Mount Isa School
of the Air. Who can’t visit a local GP when the kid’s cough
sounds bad, so rely on the RFDS for medical advice and
retrieval in an emergency.

Shortly after, Bron attended a Royal Flying Doctor Service
[RFDS] evening sponsored by the Gregory Downs CWA,
and was impressed by the care the women took for each
other and their far-flung community. She approached the
Gregory women with the idea of editing a book as a way of
preserving their stories, and as a potential fundraiser for their
community projects.
So, the seeds of the anthology ‘Gulf Women’ were sewn in
Gregory: a tiny township of about 40 people, 400 kilometres
north from Mount Isa, and 120 kilometres south from
Burketown on the Gulf. The heart of Gregory is its women,
and ‘Gulf Women’ grew from here. Grew and grew, until it
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There are stories of new mothers on properties isolated and
inaccessible for months in the Wet, women giving birth at
home with only neighbours to assist, reminiscences from last
century and World War II, and accounts of fishing in the Gulf
in sometimes unimaginable conditions.

SOUTHERNGULFNRM

Half the women writers live and work on the vast cattle
stations of remote north-west Queensland as owners,
managers or stock and station workers. The other authors
live on country, work in businesses, tourism, education,
health and aviation, or live and work on fishing boats out in
the Gulf.

‘Gulf Women’

can be purchased through
thegulfwomen@gmail.com
$30 plus postage, with
all profits returning to the
greater Gregory region.

© Roger Hill

no place for PRINCESSES

They are also very modest about their considerable skills...
‘Yes, I was a bit unsure of this book as my husband and I are
quiet, private people but I am quietly very excited. Thank you
for putting it together and recognising the majority of us who
are the quieter ones, but very productive.’

The women are self-sufficient, generous, and cope with
almost anything They are forthright, outspoken and don’t
take kindly to being told by outsiders what they can and
cannot do, should or shouldn’t think. But what they can do is
love their soul country, manage the challenges of isolation,
the Wet, and the totally unexpected.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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bursary AWARDED
Miss Aysha McCoy was awarded the Southern Gulf NRM bursary
to the Australian Rangelands Society conference.

© Roger Hill

A competitive application process for the $2,000 bursary was
held earlier this year with applicants being assessed on a
number of criteria but especially their own networks to local
communities which would enable them to share information,
after attending the conference. The objective of the bursary
is to support the development of knowledge and skills
(capacity) in rangelands management in the Southern Gulf
community; support someone who will benefit personally
from the experience, but who is also willing and able to
influence others.

LISTEN to this:
My name is Gabe Kennedy I am a Registered Nurse and a
grazier, married to a helicopter pilot and manager of Escott
Station. Escott homestead is 20km south of Burketown,
440km north of Cloncurry, 560km north of Mount Isa.
After meeting with Bron, I walked away feeling I had no
stories to tell about my life in the Gulf and voiced my
opinion to some of the other ladies, who looked at me in
disbelief. We then started to discuss a few, which to our
everyday life are not that exciting, but to people who do not
live in our world would be amazing.
We do have an extraordinary life and live in an amazing
environment but it does become the normal way of
living, and frequently the amazing life can become very
frustrating, isolating and very lonely. We all interpret
isolation and loneliness in different ways, and until you
have experienced isolation and remoteness it can be very
difficult to explain.
Distance and weather are huge factors in our lives. We
always need an extra day to travel for simple trips to town,
but when the weather is wet how do you plan? We have
survived most wet seasons, but this is the toughest time for
me; wet, very humid, and no simple means of getting in and
out.

Miss McCoy’s application also indicated her enthusiasm
for learning and adapting ideas to real life. “Being involved
in the family business is wonderful. However being better
informed and able to bring something new to the table is
very inspiring,” said Miss McCoy.
The Nicholson and Gregory Rivers run through it and meet
the salt water creating another beautiful icon of Escott...
the miles of salt arms that stretch out at the mouth of the
ocean. The property has over 300kms of waterways, fresh
and salt water.

What a rich vein of gold we tapped into
asking these women to tell us about
their ‘ordinary’ lives, and in writing their
stories, I hope these women see in
print, for all time, just how extraordinary
they are. How proud we are of them.

“I was extremely humbled when Anne rang to let me know
I was successful with my application for the bursary, for the
rangelands conference this year. The opportunity to attend
this conference means a lot to me personally as being a part
of the family business I find it very inspiring to be able to
contribute something new,” said Miss McCoy when she was
informed of her successful application.
The Rangelands conference theme is “Transition to
Transformation”. The conference is Port Augusta, South
Australia from 25 to 28 September 2017. Click here for more
information.
With the quality of the applicants being so high, Southern
Gulf NRM was impressed with people’s interest and everyone
was deserving to attend. Funding for the bursary is provided
by the Australian Government under the National Landcare
Programme.

Aysha McCoy, Rainscourt, Richmond, is entering data
into the Stocktake Plus app on frontage country on
Yanko. This will allow her to monitor changes in grazing
pressure when a proposed riparian (i.e. adjacent to a
river or stream) fence is constructed in the future.

From the conference program:
“External and internal factors are driving significant change
across the Australian Rangelands as technology advances,
social dynamics evolve, climate change impacts become
more apparent, and products and markets change.
The Rangeland community and industries of Australia’s
rangelands are in a state of transition, which will result in
major changes in how rangelands are appreciated, used,
managed and governed.”

‘Gulf Women’

can be purchased through
thegulfwomen@gmail.com
$30 plus postage, with
all profits returning to the
greater Gregory region.

Escott Station is situated on the Gulf of Carpentaria with
Escott’s most northern boundary the coastline of Australia.
It is unique and beautiful with amazing bird life and very
diverse country.
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rubber vine & prickly acacia
CASE STUDY - Alstonvale
Alstonvale in 20 years has gone
from a devastatingly weed
infested property - rubber vine
and prickly acacia - to one that
is now over 80-90% clear and
with pastures rehabilitating and
natural ecosystems returning
healthily, especially Mitchell grass
grassland on open basalt plains.

The 2016-17 project on Alstonvale aimed to:

1)
2)
3)

Extend and expand the weed management work that has been
practised on all properties involved in this project to control
infestations of rubber vine along Fairlight Creek and on the
Canterbury Basalt Tableland, in order to enhance biodiversity
conservation and improve grazing land productivity.
Target strategic infested areas on the basalt tableland, to reduce
the risk of infestation of neighbouring properties, the Flinders
River and its tributaries.
Increase awareness and co-operation between neighbouring and
downstream landowners.

At the time of the most recent work beginning, Brett Epple, owner of
Alstonvale stated, “Our aims have always been consistent. We want to
ease the burden our properties are carrying, by bringing under control
two devastating woody weeds, primarily rubber vine but also prickly
acacia. We would be one of the most pro-active groups on weed control
in Australia. We have achieved many satisfying results, and our aim is to
continue with this work and with the support of Southern Gulf NRM.”
Skattergun
Brett explains “my average speed was 2 km/hr, that might seem slow
however the end result speaks for itself. My Skattergun can shoot pellets
up to 15 metres, more with a breeze, which gives me a working width of 30
metres approximately.
The first treatment by the Scattergun took 16 days to complete (the roughly
500 hectares) covering a distance of 250 km. All up 920 kg of pellets (Regain
200) were used and 115,000 x 8g shots were blown out of the Skattergun.
We had satisfactory rain on that section of tableland and the kill rate was
exceptional. All weed treatments must be revisited and recently I have done
that section again, assisted by some funding received from Southern Gulf
NRM, enabling me to purchase more herbicide.
Alstonvale – Fairlight Creek
valley rising to basalt tableland,
cleared of rubber vine
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Skattergun ready to operate
(Photo: S. Cullen)

The second time (in May 2017), 144 km were travelled over the
Spring Paddock tableland and it only took 9 days. I used only
45 kg of pellets, equivalent to 6,000 shots. Historically I have
found I use only 10% of the amount of pellets the second time
around using the tractor and hand broadcasting pellets. With
the Skattergun, my kill rate was in excess of 95% after the first
round.”
Brett Epple
Partnerships and investment
From 2003 until 2017, Alstonvale has received Queensland
Government funding of the order of $165,000 and his in-kind
cash, herbicide, materials, plant and equipment contribution
has been approximately $700,000, more if the full labour
component was included. The original project began on
behalf of Fairlight Landcare Group members Alstonvale,
Torver Valley, Delbessie and Ormonde.
For the 2016-17 Spring Paddock project, funding of $13,160
for one tonne of Regain 200 was more than matched by inkind contribution of $37,554 which covered 1.620 tonnes of
Regain 200 and 25 days and 394 km of tractor usage but did
not include the labour component.
Results and outcomes
• Changes in knowledge, attitude, skills technique - For
example the use of the Skattergun technique for more
efficient and accurate distribution of the tebuthiuron
pellets has improved the results and the impact.
By trial and not necessarily error, a wide range of
techniques were assessed before settling on the tractor
and Skattergun for areas away from watercourses and
native vegetation. Those earlier techniques included
Access and diesel, brushcutters and tractor-mounted
slashers and fire and hand application of herbicide pellets.

• Improved asset condition – Alstonvale in 20 years has
gone from a devastatingly rubber vine and prickly acacia
infested property to one that is now over 80-90% clear
and with pastures rehabilitating and natural ecosystems
returning healthily.
• Cultural, social and socio-economic changes - The Epples
only lightly stock their cattle property anyway but they are
at least receiving better returns from their investment and
hard work. Socially they feel much better all round with a
healthier property well-managed and a lot closer to being
weed-free.
Reflection
The outcomes of the Alstonvale project, not just 2016-17
but everything achieved since 2003, are very important to
the NRM situation in the Hughenden sub-region as well as
the Southern Gulf region. Alstonvale serves as a lesson to
other similarly afflicted properties; no matter if the weeds
situation appears insurmountable and beyond the realms
of possibility, there are ways and means of overcoming the
adversity. The incentive payments through Southern Gulf
NRM, provided by the Queensland Government under a
variety of programs acknowledge the effort and expense
required.
There are good numbers of examples in our region of similarminded individuals and groups of individuals who have also
performed magnificently in their fight against their weed
oppression, be it prickly acacia, mesquite or rubber vine.
Other case studies and fact sheets are available by clicking
on these links.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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BIODIVERSITY fire training for

the Carpentarian Grasswren

Initial fire training is underway for the Carpentarian Grasswren project. VFM100 Volunteer
Firefighter Minimum Skills training was conducted by Queensland Fire and Emergency
Services (QFES) Brigade Training and Support Officer, Rob Woodward in August.
The completion of this course is an important milestone for
the Carpentarian Grasswren project providing key individuals
with the minimum qualifications required to take part in the
on ground fire management and in turn receive mentoring by
Friendly Fire Ecological Consultants. The nationally accredited
course included six modules which covered fundamental
skills including, operating communications equipment,
following defined OH&S policies and procedures, responding
to wildfire, preventing injury and preparing, working in a team
and maintaining and testing response equipment.

Maclean. Southern Gulf NRM would like to thank Rob
Woodward for travelling out from Charters Towers to deliver
the training as well as Mount Isa Rural Fire Service and their
First Officer Gaven Bunker for the use of the facility and
equipment for the course.
Burn implementation preparation with key stakeholders
continues into the coming months with planned burn
operations to commence in the 2017/18 wet season. This
training was the first step of being well prepared for the burn
operations that are essential to this biodiversity project.

Course participants included Calton Hills management
and Southern Gulf NRM project staff as well as CEO Andrew

IMPROVING GROUND COVER
Southern Gulf producers are leading the way to improved
ground cover on Southern Gulf properties by participating
in Southern Gulf NRM’s Pasture Partners project.
Pasture Partners aims to benchmark and improve pasture
condition through land condition monitoring and targeted
training programs. Land condition directly influences the
carrying capacity of a property and the ability of the country
to recover after times of disturbance such as drought, fire,
over-grazing or weed infestation.
Grazing land condition is the capacity of land to respond to
rain and produce useful forage. It is a measure of how well
the grazing ecosystem is functioning.

Anne Alison (SGNRM) with course
participants William Donovan and
Peter Edmonds.
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Gaven Bunker instructs Southern
Gulf NRM CEO Andrew Maclean

Participants are instructed by Robert
Woodward (Charters Towers Rural
Fire Service)

Land condition is made up of two components:
Soil condition – the capacity of the soil to:
• Absorb and store rainfall
• Store and cycle nutrients
• Provide habitat for seed germination and plant growth
• Resist erosion
Pasture condition – the capacity of the pasture to:
• Capture solar energy and convert into palatable green leaf
• Use rainfall efficiently
• Conserve soil condition
• Cycle nutrients
• Resist weed invasion

On-ground monitoring is one component of the Pasture
Partners project. Participating graziers have established
monitoring sites to systematically monitor their land using the
Southern Gulf NRM Land Condition Guide and the Stocktake
Plus app.
Up to 30 June 2017, graziers taking part in Pasture Partners
had established 141 land condition monitoring sites
representing 232,504 ha across 12 projects on properties
which total 510,605 ha. Another two properties have now
commenced monitoring with a further five properties
registered .
Producers have been eager to learn about their pasture and
land condition as they participate in the program. Some
graziers have committed to establishing as many as 20-30
sites. They recognise the value in spending sufficient time
studying the pasture species and other land condition
attributes as they establish each site to ensure that a true
baseline is recorded. After the wet season they will be able
to identify many of the species that have been too difficult to
identify during the dry season.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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In collaboration with AgForce
The monitoring component of the project goes hand in
hand with the Pasture Budgeting and Herd Management
workshops that have been recently held within the region.
Both pasture budgeting and modifying stocking numbers as
well as various other herd management strategies can have a
profound impact on land condition.

Michael Crisp, Lorraine Station, via Cloncurry, when asked
what value he saw by participating in the Pasture Partners
land condition monitoring project said that it was, “to
keep a record of exactly what’s happening in terms of our
environment and to see what impact grazing is having on it.
Our brains tend to be selective when remembering what state
the country has been in”.

New participant opportunities

Individual sites are chosen for a number of reasons.
Some sites are chosen with the intention of using them
to undertake pasture budgets. With this in mind graziers
select a site or sites that are representative of a reasonable
percentage of a paddock or, in some cases, the whole
paddock.
Sites may also be selected to monitor degraded areas.
Discussion then centres on what strategies can be
implemented to regenerate degraded sites.
Other sites are chosen because the grazier intends to split a
paddock or install a new water point. The site will allow them
to assess how changing grazing management will impact on
these sites.
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PASTURE PARTNER EVENTS

Participants are finding the plant identification books written
by Jenny Milson, published by the Queensland Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries, extremely useful. Pasture Plants of
north-west Queensland helps producers identify the various
grass, forb and sedge species, while Trees and Shrubs of
north-west Queensland is useful to identify larger plants and is
helpful in determining the land type.

Michael and Hannah Crisp are using an iPad to enter
monitoring data into the Stocktake Plus app as they
monitor a site on Lorraine Station, via Cloncurry.

SOUTHERNGULFNRM
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Chris and Demelza Weston, Lonsdale, Richmond, are
identifying a grass species using the Pasture Plants of
north-west Queensland book authored by Jenny Milson,
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
Chris and Demelza have also established monitoring sites on
Maryron on behalf of Chris’s parents, Peter and Margo Weston.

Places remain for you to get involved and take advantage of
the one-on-one training provided as part of the project .
The Pasture Partners project is an important strategy
to achieve landscape scale improvements in pasture
management. Graziers participating in the Pasture Partners
project are paid an incentive payment of $1000 plus $50 per
monitoring site for each quarter through to June 2018. The
monitoring is undertaken using the Stocktake Plus app on
a smartphone, but can also be conducted on hardcopy to
suit the producer. Registrations to participate in the Pasture
Partners project are still being received.
New participants can decide how many sites they would
like to establish during the on-property training. By fully
understanding what is involved, graziers can assess the
benefit of the monitoring sites for themselves – e.g. as
a pasture budgeting tool; or to measure the rate of land
regeneration after drought or degradation in a sensitive area.
It will then make it easier to decide the number of sites to
establish.
Before signing up for the project, Anne Alison, Rangelands
Officer, recommends going for a drive with her setting up a
few monitoring sites on your own property, so you can see
the process and discuss the benefits.

Multi Topic workshops including Biosecurity Planning
Southern Gulf NRM has collaborated with AgForce to convene
a series of Multi Topic workshops. These will also provide the
opportunity to meet Vol Norris, Regional Manager North West
for AgForce Qld.

On behalf of Southern Gulf NRM, Anne Alison will present a
session on the Pasture Partners project and tools available
to assess land condition and groundcover and a range of
strategies to achieve grazing land best management practice.

The morning sessions will focus on Queensland Agricultural
Training College (QATC) helping producers complete their
Biosecurity Plan with information on LPA accreditation. The
afternoon sessions will include

With the deadline for biosecurity planning requirements
fast approaching, it is critical that all graziers develop a
biosecurity plan to ensure they have access to all market
options. AgForce has engaged the services of Queensland
Agricultural Training College to assist graziers to prepare
biosecurity plans.

•
•
•
•
•

Queensland Rural & Industry Development Authority
Rural Financial Counselling Service
Major and Organised Crime Squad (Rural)
Royal Flying Doctor Service
Southern Gulf NRM
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Multi Topic Workshop Dates
8:30am to 4pm, Monday 18 September
Normanton, Bynoe Hall
8:30am to 4pm, Wednesday 20 September
Burketown, Burke Shire Nijinda Durlga
8:30am to 4pm, Friday 22 September
Mount Isa, Red Earth Hotel
8:30am to 4pm, Tuesday 24 October
McKinlay, Crafty Old School House
8:30am to 4pm, Wednesday 25 October
Richmond, Richmond Shire Hall
RSVP to Anne Alison, grazing@southerngulf.com.au
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Comparing photos and
notes from 2016, to the 2017
improvement in ground cover

Anne explains, “monitoring forces you to take a close
inspection and measure what is really happening over the
long term in your pasture; rather than skim the paddock and
make a generalised assessment while trying to remember
what it was like in previous years. Monitoring land condition
is a more objective method to assess the condition of your
property now and over time,”
If you are keen to learn more about Pasture Partners or more
generally about sustainable grazing, please contact Anne
Alison, Rangelands Officer at the Southern Gulf NRM office.

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU
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Seasonal climate forecasting for Agricultural and Pastoral production turning graziers
“into climatologist within 3 to 4 hours” (Queensland Country Life, 2 March 2017).

Southern Gulf NRM and the University of
Southern Queensland invite you to a
workshop exploring climate and weather.

Presenter: Prof (Dr) Roger
Christopher Stone

WORKSHOPS

Professor Stone has lengthy careers in both
meteorological and climatological research extending
over 35 years, particularly in research and development
in climate science, drought preparedness, and seasonal
climate forecasting for agricultural and pastoral
production and also global commodity trading.

Cloncurry, 17 October 2017
Time: 8.30am to 4.00pm
Location: Gidgee Inn
Richmond, 19 October 2017
Time: 8.30am to 4.00pm
Location: Richmond Shire Council
Presented by: USQ Professor Roger Stone
Catering: Morning tea, lunch and
refreshments will be provided

TOPICS
 Do you want to develop skills to help you manage

variable rainfall and temperatures in your region?
 How variable is the Australian climate?
 Local examples of rainfall and temperature variability
 Interpreting forecasting products
 Using forecasting in your management planning.

Roger Stone received his PhD from the University of Queensland in 1993 in climate
science and has since held senior positions in national and international climate
and agricultural modelling research centres.
Roger is currently Director of the International Centre for Applied Climate Sciences
and Professor in Climate Science at the University of Southern Queensland,
Australia.
In addition: Prof Roger Stone currently:
 Leads the Australian commitment to the United Nation's Integrated Drought
Management Program (IDMP) and the United Nations Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) program (both in Geneva)
 is Program Chair/Manager in the United Nations-World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) Commission for Agricultural Meteorology (specialising
global food security, climate variability, drought, and natural disasters in global
agriculture)
 is Expert Team Leader in the climate risk management and industry in the UN
Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)

RSVP BY FRIDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2017
Contact Pru Wharton
Regional Landcare Facilitator, Southern Gulf NRM
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Climate & Weather Workshops

Registration Information
To register your interest complete your details below and return via:
email landcare@southerngulf.com.au, fax (07) 4749 4887, or post Southern Gulf NRM, PO Box 2211, Mount Isa QLD 4825.

I would like to register to attend:
 Cloncurry, 17 October 2017

 Richmond, 19 October 2017

Name:

Property Name:

Phone:

Fax:

Mobile:

Email:

Address:

RSVP BY FRIDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2017
Phone: 4743 1888 | 0428 888 079
Email: landcare@southerngulf.com.au

Southern Gulf NRM
Southern Gulf NRM

The Regional Landcare Facilitator Program is an initiative of the
Australian Government Department of Agriculture. This project
is supported by Southern Gulf NRM, through funding from the
Australian Government's National Landcare Programme.

Contact Pru Wharton
Regional Landcare Facilitator, Southern Gulf NRM

Phone: 4743 1888 | 0428 888 079
Email: landcare@southerngulf.com.au

Southern Gulf NRM
Southern Gulf NRM

The Regional Landcare Facilitator Program is an initiative of the
Australian Government Department of Agriculture. This project
is supported by Southern Gulf NRM, through funding from the
Australian Government's National Landcare Programme.
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New Prickly Acacia factsheets were co-developed by Southern Gulf
NRM and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries through the
Queensland Government funded War on Western Weeds initiative.
www.southerngulf.com.au/resources/fact-sheets

Southern Gulf NRM is supported by:

