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Carpentarian Grasswren
Herd Management
Community Forum
Invisible Farmers

WHO are we?
Southern Gulf NRM is the region’s only community-based organisation that
has the sole purpose of working with all land managers to address
natural resource issues at the landscape level - building collaboration,
gathering and sharing information and brokering funding for on-ground work.
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The Australian and Queensland Government budgets have
been a source of more than usual interest in recent months.
Both budgets have now been handed down and the news is
mixed. Both the Australian and Queensland Governments
have announced that their respective Natural Resource
Management (NRM) programs will be extended for several
more years. We must welcome that and acknowledge the
hard work of advocates for each program. On the other
hand, the funding available will be less than it was in the past
– continuing a worrying trend of declining investment in the
natural resource base that sustains our region.
The early advice is that the Australian Government funding
will be allocated through a competitive grants process. In
that context, I am happy to back Southern Gulf NRM for
the quality and relevance of our project proposals and
the strength and commitment of our regional delivery
partnerships. But we must be alert to the risk that funds
could drift away from thinly populated regions like ours to
places with more political clout. We will need to pull together
as a region to build strong projects.
Development in Northern Australia has been a focus for
the Australian and relevant State governments over the last
few years. I had the opportunity to present a paper at the
Developing Northern Australia Conference in Cairns recently
about how our Natural Resource Management Plan is
making a contribution to the northern Australia development
agenda. I argued that our pasture resources and the
knowledge and skills of our graziers are two vital pieces of
infrastructure that must be maintained and supported if the
industry is to continue to develop. This is a central focus of
our NRM Plan, which provides a well-thought through focus
for investment.
The Queensland Parliamentary Agriculture and Environment
Committee, including our local MP, Robbie Katter, travelled
to Hughenden on 19 June to examine the issues around
Prickly Acacia management. This was an opportunity for
us to discuss our submission with the committee, in which
we emphasised the need for better support for our shire
councils in relation to their role under the Biosecurity Act;
coordination and collaboration in project development
and delivery; and support for producers in tackling this
very serious weed. Thanks to Charles Curry for his staunch
advocacy for the region.
This is a very busy time for Southern Gulf NRM staff. Our
Rangelands Officer Anne Alison has driven many thousands
of kilometres meeting with producers on their properties
and at field days and other events in support of our grazing
land management project. A particular priority is to enlist
producers into our Pasture Partners program that will assist
in monitoring and benchmarking pasture condition.
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CEO’S update

CHAIR’S update

“
Both the Australian and
Queensland Governments have
announced that their respective
Natural Resource Management
(NRM) programs will be extended
for several more years.
This innovative approach will be presented at the
forthcoming Rangelands Conference in Port Augusta.
Under Kayler Plant’s stewardship, we continue to progress
our work at Calton Hills Station in support of conservation
of the Carpentarian Grasswren. I was very pleased to see
national recognition of the contribution we are making in a
report published by BirdLife Australia. In coming months,
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services will be in the
region to provide training. This is a terrific project, with
great partnerships that is making a real difference. Good fire
management is a win for both the Carpentarian Grasswren
and the community.
It was a pleasure to attend the Hughenden Show recently
and to meet the locals attending our community forum.
Attendance and interest was strong and we took away some
good ideas to develop in coming months. Pru Wharton and
Joanna Seczkowski made their characteristically energetic
contribution in organising the events. Thanks also to Rob
Atkinson and Shane McCarthy for their contributions to our
forum.
Farewell to Jack Brown who has been with us for several
months, working with Biosecurity Queensland on the
War on Western Weeds (WoWW) project. Funding for our
contribution has come to an end, so Jack is moving on to
pastures new. We thank him for his work and wish him
well. WoWW has and continues to generate important new
knowledge in the fight against the spread of weeds in our
region.
Andrew Maclean
Chief Executive Officer

Welcome to mid -year everyone! I
truly can’t believe how fast this year
has gone and we are already at End
of Financial Year already! I hope that
the first six months of 2017 have been
fruitful and enjoyable for our community
members across the region.
I am happy to report that a second Southern Gulf NRM
Community forum has been held in conjunction with the
Hughenden Show recently. One of our Directors Ray Thieme
was able to attend on behalf of the board. From all accounts
it was a successful community forum where much discussion
took place around the role of SGNRM within the community
and how that role translates into supporting Natural
Resource Management projects across the region. We intend
to hold another community forum later in the year running it
in conjunction with our AGM.
At the same time as the Hughenden event I was able to
attend the 2017 National NRM Regions Chairs’ Forum
in Melbourne. The forum was hosted by the Victorian
Catchment Management Authority (CMA) and the Chairs of
Natural Resource Management groups attended from all
around Australia. This was the 15th Annual NRM Forum of
Australia’s regional NRM organisation Chairs.
The over-arching theme for the forum was innovation in NRM
– across the categories of Partnerships, Programs, Delivery
and Governance.
This forum was held at a significant time for regional NRM in
Australia with a decision on future Australian Government
funding announced during the May budget.
The forum provided an opportunity to hear directly from
senior Australian government officers, key partners, and a
discussion took place on the topic of what the future of NRM
in Australia looks like.
Some of the key messages that came out of the forum
around the future funding for NRM Regions across Australia
included highlighting some of the key priorities for the
coming budget. Included examples of future priorities
included; climate variability/change, pest animals, weeds,
pollution, sustainable agriculture and resilient and
sustainable regional communities.

the Federal Government through the National Landcare
Programme wishes to ensure the new National Landcare
Programme 2 funding program will continue to focus on the
practical on the ground projects, community and agricultural
projects into the future. Building capacity across and within
the communities in regional Australia is likely to be a key
feature of the new National Landcare Programme 2 program.
SGNRM now has some work to do to ensure we are prepared
for when this funding program is announced in early 2018.
We are well aware of the need to ensure we have a range of
relevant and shovel ready projects that will be focused on
regional issues and priorities that link to the SGNRM plan and
that align to the Federal Governments priorities for funding
under the new NLP 2 program. We also need to ensure
that we can capture the outcomes and demonstrate the
significant and beneficial impacts of the projects across the
region. These outcomes then translate back to the Federal
Government as value from their investment into SGNRM and
our region.
We continue as a board to ensure that we are
exploring alternative funding opportunities
and establishing key partnerships with
relevant community partners. We
still aim to better engage with our
communities across the region
through various means. And it
is a timely reminder to mention
that anyone wanting to make
a difference in NRM in the
Southern Gulf region should
contact any representative
of the board, staff or myself
to share your ideas and
concerns. I look forward
to seeing some of you at
our next community forum
or somewhere around our
region over the coming
months.
Megan Munchenberg
Chairperson

Building capacity across the communities in regional
Australia was noted to be a key feature of the new National
Landcare Programme 2 program and it was mentioned that
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biodiversity GRASSWRENS
The Endangered Carpentarian Grasswren’s future
In February this year, Glencore announced funding to support
Southern Gulf NRM’s Carpentarian Grasswren project that has
been established under the National Landcare Program.
This project’s objective is to secure the Endangered
Carpentarian Grasswren’s future through reducing
wildfire across approximately 200,000 ha of core habitat.
This work will be undertaken on Calton Hills Station which
is owned by the Kalkadoon People. The property covers the
majority of the Buckley River Key Biodiversity Area (KBA)
and contains the stronghold of the Carpentarian Grasswren
population. The Calton Hills Board has agreed to collaborate
on fire management on the property to protect both
Grasswren habitat and pastoral production over the next 18
months and beyond.

INTRODUCING:
Kayler Plant has been appointed
to manage Southern Gulf NRM’s
Critical Habitat projects. Kayler can
be contacted on 07 4743 1888 or at
enviro@southerngulf.com.au. Kayler
has joined the team as the newly
created Environment and Heritage
Officer. She graduated from James
Cook University with a Bachelor of
Science majoring in Natural Resource
Management. Prior to moving to
Mount Isa, Kayler worked in the
Oil and Gas Industry throughout
Australia as an Environmental
Scientist. Her role with Southern
Gulf NRM focuses on sustaining
the region’s natural and cultural
environment. Thank you to Gay
Crowley who continues to consult for
and on behalf of Southern Gulf NRM.
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Images courtesy of the June 2017 survey by
BirdLife Australia. Buckley River area within the
Southern Gulf NRM region.

The project has six elements
1. Engagement and partnership building
Engagement and partnership building are well-advanced.
Southern Gulf NRM’s consultant Gay Crowley and fulltime
Environment and Heritage officer, Kayler Plant have
received enthusiastic responses from all stakeholders. Calton
Hills’ participation is a boon to the project, and, as well as
supporting fire management at planning and operational
stages, they have undertaken to build a team to manage fires
across the property.
2. Fire management planning
A fire management plan for Calton Hills has been prepared by
Mick Blackman and Jackie McLeod of Friendly Fire Ecological
Consultants. This involves securing the perimeter of the
property by burning fire breaks from the roads along the
property boundary, followed by using aerial incendiaries
to break up fuel loads. The patchy mosaic of old and new
spinifex created will ensure substantial areas of Grasswren
habitat are retained, even in the event of wildfire.
3. Fire management training and capacity building
Gavin Fryar of Queensland Fire and Emergency Services
has been advising us on training and capacity building to
ensure that fire management is undertaken competently
and that efforts can be sustained for many years to come.
Southern Gulf is coordinating multiple relationships so as to
provide three levels of training to a team of station managers,
station hands and Indigenous rangers. Queensland Fire
and Emergency Services provide introductory training, for
example, while Friendly Fire Ecological Consultants will be
providing on-ground mentoring. Training will include the
basic competencies required to allow them to participate in
fire management activities (such as OH&S, team building and
permit requirements). We also hope to provide training in
ecological and Indigenous fire management.

4. Fire management
Planned burning operations on Calton Hills will
commence in the 2017/18 wet season using
the trained team of fire managers and will be
supervised by Friendly Fire Ecological Consultants.
The hot, dry conditions that have prevailed in the
latter part of the 2016/17 wet season prevented
an earlier start. However, similar conditions over
the last three wet season have also retarded fuel
accumulation. So, while a delay in active fire
management was an unfortunate set-back, the
consensus was that burning this wet season could
have posed a greater wildfire risk to the Grasswrens
than not burning at all. A component of this task
is also mapping of fire scars which will also help
to establish whether the project has successfully
established the multi-aged spinifex mosaic
essential for the Grasswren’s persistence.
5. Grasswren surveys and fire monitoring
Glencore’s support for the project has enabled
Southern Gulf NRM to support BirdLife North
Queensland’s (BNQ) annual Grasswren survey. A
grant subsidised volunteer participation in surveys
held recently, in June this year. It is anticipated
that a further grant will be made for the 2018
survey. BNQ’s surveys provide an essential tool for
assessing the success of our project. The objective
of the survey was to fill in the knowledge gaps. This
year’s survey included areas of suitable habitat in
the eastern section of Calton Hills that have not
previously been surveyed.

6. Legacy building
When the first part of this
project is successful, it is intended
that the fire management skills
be extended to the wider region
so as to also protect up to 20,000
km2 of Grasswren habitat by linking
Calton Hills and Boodjamulla NP with
collaborative fire management projects.
We will do this by developing an off-theshelf offset product to attract investment
from companies that are required to offset
the environmental impacts of mining and other
developments on Grasswren habitat.
Potentially the project’s demonstrated benefits
to other species threatened by fire in the NorthWest Highlands, will attract a wider range of offset
investments, and thus secure a long-term future for
these species.

Glencore’s sponsorship of the project – through its Community
Program North Queensland – augments existing funding from
the Australian Governments’ National Landcare program.
Other partners in this project include Calton Hills; Kalkadoon
Prescribe Body Corporate (PBC); BirdLife Australia through
BirdLife North Queensland’s work; Adaptive NRM; Australian
Department of Environment and Energy; Birdlife Southern
QLD; Bush Heritage Australia; Firescape Science; Friendly
Fire Ecological Consultants; Norman Wettenhall Foundation;
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage Protection;
Queensland Department of Fire and Emergency Services; and
Queensland Department of National Parks, Recreation and Sport.
Southern Gulf NRM is extremely grateful for this support.
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STAFF changes

the INVISIBLE FARMER project

Southern Gulf NRM welcomes new staff.

Left to right: Edward (Jack) Brown, War on Weeds (temporary
role); Anne Alison, Rangelands; Kayler Plant, Environment and
Heritage; Joanna Seczkowski, Community Engagement.

Invisible Farmer is the largest ever study
of Australian women on the land. This
three year project (2017-2019) is funded
by the Australian Research Council and
involves a nation-wide partnership
between rural communities, academics,
government and cultural organisations.
Together we will:
• Create new histories of rural Australia
• Reveal the hidden stories of women on the land
• Learn about the diverse, innovative and vital role of women in
agriculture
• Stimulate public discussions about contemporary issues facing
rural Australia and its future
• Develop significant public collections that will enable far
reaching outcomes in research, industry and public policy
To pay tribute to a farm woman that you know, please head over to
ABC Open and make your tribute.
For more information on the Invisible Farmer Project, please visit
our about page. To stay in touch with our updates, please subscribe
to our blog and follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter.

Jack completed the last few weeks of the long running
War on Weeds project that is a collaboration with the
Queensland Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry.
Anne has taken on the long running role of Rangelands with
its Pasture Partnership program.

Two newly created roles are now filled by Kayler and
Joanna. Kayler will focus biodiversity, critical habitats and
threatened species. (See more on page 4)
Previously Southern Gulf had a part-time communications
role and since March 2017 that role has been revised into a
full time Community Engagement role. Joanna has taken on
that role.

Did you know?
• Women produce at least 49% of real farm income in Australia,
however if you do a Google search today for “Australian farmer”
you will find that 80-90% of the images will feature men, not
women.
• Australian Indigenous women have over 50,000 years of
knowledge and experience in managing and caring for the land.
• The post-colonial history of Australian agriculture has tended
to celebrate the role men have played, however women too including Indigenous women - have been active contributors to
Australian agricultural enterprises since early settlement.
• Women’s roles in agriculture, food and fibre are widely varied,
and women often wear many different hats. They work indoors,
outdoors, off-farm, on-farm and in a number of different
capacities.
Acknowledgement: all information is from the Invisible Farmer
project
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Example of tribute
provided to the project

Cattlewoman/
Superwoman
By Sasha Mackay, from Invisible Farmer
My Mum is a cattlewoman, a
businesswoman, a teacher, an artist
and adventurer. She taught me how
to read and write, to drive a bulldozer
and castrate bulls, to be brave and
tough but also gentle, to work hard
and dream big. She always told me
women can do anything, and she
proved it by doing everything.
To read more of Sasha Mackay’s
tribute to her mother go to
open.abc.net.au/explore/195136

See invisiblefarmer.net.au for
details of the three year project.
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BirdLife AUSTRALIA

Southern Gulf graziers focus on sustainable
land and business management.
Southern Gulf graziers have recently learnt
how to maximise their pasture utilisation
while practicing excellent sustainable
grazing practices and operating a profitable
business. Southern Gulf NRM has convened
and collaborated with partners to present a
series of excellent learning opportunities for
graziers within the Southern Gulf region.
The events conducted across the region were:
• Dollars and Grass workshop in Julia Creek in collaboration
with Bush AgriBusiness and Applied Ag;
• Forage Budgets Optimising Beef Production field days at
Lorraine, via Burke & Wills and Kilterry, Nelia, conducted by
Bob Shepherd DAF*;
• Herd Management & Pasture Budgeting workshop at
Dunluce, Hughenden, presented by Dr Ian Braithwaite and
Bob Shepherd;
• Herd Management for North Australia workshops at
Cloncurry and Richmond, conducted Dr Ed Butterworth.

The events were offered under the Sustainable Grazing
funding provided by the Australian Government’s National
Landcare Programme. These funds aim to achieve
sustainable management of grazing land in the Southern Gulf
region.
Funds are still available to graziers across the Southern Gulf
region through the Pasture Partners which assists producers
to monitor the land condition (see page 19). After recent
droughts many graziers are still concerned about their land
condition and its ability to produce quality pasture. Graziers
are paid an incentive payment of $1000 and paid $50 per
monitoring site for each quarter through to June 2018. The
monitoring is undertaken using the Stocktake Plus app on
a smartphone, but can also be conducted on hardcopy to
suit the producer. Registrations to participate in the Pasture
Partners project are still being received.
If you are keen to learn more about Pasture Partners or more
generally about sustainable grazing, please contact Anne
Alison, Rangelands Officer with Southern Gulf NRM, is still
taking registrations for Pasture Partners (see page 19).

‘Key Biodiversity Areas’ and ‘State of Australia’s Birds’ report series
As a partner to the current Carpentarian Grasswren project,
Southern Gulf NRM staff have had the immense pleasure
of meeting a number of volunteers from the Northern
Queensland branch of BirdLife Australia who have been
focused on the region’s birds. Their knowledge and
generosity in sharing that knowledge is essential to the
Glencore funded project (see page 4).
For example those volunteers organised the recent survey for
the endangered Carpentarian Grasswren, that commenced
to the north of Mount Isa and birds were found. Each sighting
helps fill the knowledge gaps of this threatened species
and the time and motivation of the volunteers is priceless.
Southern Gulf hopes to profile some of those key volunteers,
in future publications; they were unavailable for this edition
being as they are still progressing through the survey
locations!
The objective of the extensive volunteer hours, to quote from
their website:
“BirdLife Australia is committed to finding science-based
solutions to the problems faced by our birds. Our campaigns
are developed to complement the work of our on-ground
programs but the issues are complex and the solutions will
take time”
The Boodjamulla and Buckley River Key Biodiversity Areas
(KBA) form part of a standardised international conservation
initiative and are key habitat areas for the Carpentarian
Grasswren. Efforts of the volunteers along with other
interested stakeholders including Boodjamulla National
Park and Southern Gulf NRM are key to safe guarding local
threatened species which in turn contributes to global
initiatives.

Ian Braithwaite discussing the use
of pregnancy testing as a valuable
herd management tool.
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HERD management

Aysha McCoy, Rainscourt, Richmond
undertaking the land condition
monitoring using the Stocktake Plus
app on her smartphone.

The full ‘Key Biodiversity Areas’ report for Australia can
be found here and is highly recommended. Being as the
Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) area was identified in 2014 as one
of the five most significant sites ‘in danger’ in Australia, the
BirdLife Australia’s work closely links to the ‘critical habitats’
projects of Southern Gulf. Even better is the good news that
in the latest reports of 2017 the status of Boodjamulla has
been improved to now be removed from the ‘in danger’ list.
BirdLife Australia’s website describes the role of ‘Key
Biodiversity Areas’;
“An assessment of the current status of Australia’s Key
Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) paints a grim picture for threatened
birds. In 2017, 19 KBAs have been declared as ‘in danger’ of
losing the environmental values that make them important.
These KBAs require urgent action to arrest their decline. Each
of these KBAs in Danger provides habitat for species that
could soon become extinct should the current threats persist.
To highlight this, BirdLife Australia is turning its attention to
five KBAs in urgent need of protection.
The 2017 ‘KBAs in Danger’ report provides a snapshot of
the health of five KBAs that require urgent intervention.
This report outlines the most pressing threats, along with
straightforward recommendations to ensure the critical
habitats in these KBAs and the birds that depend on them
are not lost forever. In 2014, BirdLife Australia produced a
similar report which acted as a catalyst to improve the status
of those sites and some of our most threatened birds. With
your help, we were able to take two of these KBAs off the
‘in Danger’ list and the future of the species that depend on
them looks a little brighter.”

Bob Shepherd demonstrating
the high level of runoff on low
groundcover pastures.

* DAF: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

8

SOUTHERNGULFNRM

SOUTHERNGULF.COM.AU

9

SOUTHERN GULF LINKS #13

From the Archives
This article featured in our
2012-13 Annual Report.
Upcoming projects are planned
that will build on this great project.

TRADITIONAL
ECOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE
(TEK) PROJECTS
THE BIG PICTURE
TEK projects are critical to
preserving the traditional
Aboriginal ecological knowledge
and cultural practices, relationships
and custodial responsibilities
for country. This recording of
the knowledge and practices
of the Aboriginal people assists
in educating the broader
society about ways of seeing,
understanding and managing the
natural resources of country.

“The country around
Cloncurry comprises the
traditional lands of the
Mitakoodi People. In this
book, Mitakoodi Elder Pearl
Connelly teams up with
archaeologist Lynley Wallis
to provide an overview of
the local plants that are
used to treat a range of
ailments and illnesses.”
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From the Archives

WHY THESE ACTIVITIES
ARE IMPORTANT
These projects enable the
traditional owners to protect their
cultural heritage, participate in
the preservation and restoration
of the natural environment and
pass on their skills and traditional
knowledge to future generations. It
also assists in managing and caring
for country, identifying issues
of concern and developing land
management practices accordingly.

PROJECT 1
Kar-kar: Mitakoodi Traditional
Medicinal Plant Uses of the
Cloncurry Area
The Mitakoodi Traditional Owners
Aboriginal Corporation released
a new book aimed at sharing
traditional Mitakoodi knowledge
about medicinal plant uses
amongst Indigenous and nonIndigenous community members.
A variety of media was used
to record knowledge and data
including written notes, transcripts
of oral interviews, digital/audio
recordings, photographs and GPS
data.
The book has been distributed
through schools, community
groups, public libraries and
government departments across
the Southern Gulf region. It is also
available for purchase through
the Mitakoodi Traditional Owners
Aboriginal Corporation (p. 07
4743 4711) and Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited.

Funding for the book and data
collection was provided by
Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited through the Australian
Government's Caring for Our
Country initiative and Xstrata
Copper's Ernest Henry Mining
Operation.

PROJECT 2
Indjalandji-Dhidhanu knowledge
gathering for the Georgina River
Dugalunji Aboriginal Corporation
completed a project to explore
the Indjalandji-Dhidhanu Peoples
traditional and contemporary
cultural practices, relationships to
and custodial responsibilities for
country surrounding the Georgina
River near Camooweal.
As a result of the project, a report
was compiled which:
• recorded cultural knowledge
and practices
• identified issues of concern
about the health of the Georgina
River system including impacts
from historical and modern land
uses
• proposed strategies and future
projects to minimise these
impacts.

Some of the impacts of tourism
include:
• Damage to trees through cutting
for firewood and compaction of
the soil around their roots
• Litter left around the sites
• Movement of stones to create
fireplaces

Indjalandji-Dhidhanu are
the traditional owners of
the Camooweal area and
have many cultural links
to the Georgina River and
associated waterways.

Indjalandji-Dhidhanu
Traditional Ecological Knowledge Project
Georgina River, Camooweal
North West Queensland

Our Vision – Managing River Country

This project was supported
by Southern gulf Catchments
Limited through funding from
the Australian and Queensland
Governments' Caring for Our
Country initiative.

“We are worried about
the impacts from
tourism, cattle, weeds
and feral animals and
how they are affecting
the natural and cultural
values of the river’”
ANTHONY SALTMERE
INDJALANDJIDHIDHANU
TRADITIONAL OWNER

Dugalunji Aboriginal Corporation
2012
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Farmers & NRM Regions pursue
shared vision for SUSTAINABLE,

PROFITABLE & PRODUCTIVE FARMS

Australia’s farm sector has teamed up with the national
collective of regional organisations responsible for the delivery
of natural resource management investment and initiatives
to assist to deliver improved sustainability outcomes.
In June, National Farmers’ Federation (NFF)
President Fiona Simson and Natural Resource
Management (NRM) Regions Australia Chair
Angus Hume signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to officially recognise the
organisations’ plans to collaborate.
Ms Simson said the MoU aims to better connect
the investment and initiatives managed by the
agriculture industry with those managed by NRM
Regions.
“The agreement is founded on the NFF and NRM
Regions Australia’s shared vision for productive,
profitable and sustainable farms.
“A key opportunity in the partnership is
to strategically connect and leverage the
investments agriculture industries make in
delivering sustainable farming initiatives with the
work and investment of the NRM Regions.”
Ms Simson said the MoU would build on the
already-successful partnerships between
regions and industry and encourage further
collaboration.
“We know that investing in sustainable
agriculture activities has benefits on-farm and for
our landscapes. However, increasingly there are
benefits far beyond the farm gate.
“Being able to demonstrate our sustainability
credentials underpins continued access to many
of our most valuable markets,” Ms Simson said.

NRM Regions Australia Chair Angus Hume said
he was pleased to have Ms Simson join the NRM
Regions Chairs meeting in Melbourne for the MoU
signing ceremony.
“In late June, NFF members and CEOs from
NRM Regions from across the country will
converge on Canberra to share successes, discuss
opportunities and form new linkages,” Mr Hume
said.

GOVERNMENT congratulated
for $1 BILLION INVESTMENT in

National Landcare Program

Mr Hume said the Federal Government’s Budget
commitment of $1 billion for the next National
Landcare Program was a welcomed continued
investment in natural resource management.

The Coalition’s commitment to invest more than
$1 billion in the National Landcare Program across
five years has been lauded by Natural Resource
Management (NRM) leader, NRM Regions Australia.

“In signing this MoU, NFF and NRM Regions
Australia signal the importance of encouraging
collaboration – both to leverage the
Commonwealth’s investment in sustainable
agriculture and to ensure our investments deliver
real benefits.

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Agriculture and Water
Resources, Barnaby Joyce, and Minister for the Environment
and Energy, Josh Frydenberg, made the joint announcement
as part of the Coalition’s budget announcement in May 2017.

“Working with NFF will mean that we can design
the program settings in a way that maximises this
opportunity,” Mr Hume said.

“We want to thank and congratulate Ministers Joyce and
Frydenberg for securing this funding for natural resource
management and the environment,” says Jim Sullivan, acting
Chair of NRM Regions Australia, the collective of 56 regional
NRM organisations Australia-wide.
“We’re excited to see natural resource management be
recognised and valued for its role in helping to conserve our
land and water, manage pests and protect Australia’s unique
plants and animals. Our work supports sustainable and
profitable agriculture.”

Details of the priorities, allocations
and programs are yet to be determined.
The allocated budget is $1 billion over
five years a reduction as compared to the
previous budget of $1 billion over four years.
“There are some great potential new projects our colleagues
across NRM have identified such as; managing big data;
implementing bio-control innovations to manage pests and
weeds; and supporting regional industry development,” says
Jim.
“We’re excited to get started and support the government’s
consultation process on the shape of the new National
Landcare Program, and build on our work with farmers and
community groups.”

Regional investment was also flagged as integral to effective
natural resource management delivery and ensuring practical
and tangible results.
“NRM regional organisations make sure on-ground works
deliver the results governments want to see,” says Jim. “We
will be doing our part to ensure this new investment has a big
impact.”
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Community Forum OUTCOMES
Hughenden Show June 3, 2017
Hughenden was the second of Southern Gulf NRM’s community
forums, following the Cloncurry forum held in November 2016.
Southern Gulf NRM community forums are
an important part of ensuring we keep up
to date with key issues in our vast region.
Some issues raised at both forums, like weed
management, reinforce the need for Southern
Gulf NRM to continue to do its best on behalf
of regional communities to source investment
for the region and deliver weed management
projects. An emerging theme from both forums
was the challenge producers face in dealing
with complex environmental regulations and
processes. Both forums mentioned native
vegetation management and the concern
producers have that they may inadvertently
breach regulations. At Hughenden, the
complexity of preparing a compliant
tender for irrigation water allocations
came up as a concern, where
family farms might not have the
knowledge or capacity to meet
tender information and planning
requirements – so may miss out
on allocations.

Guest speakers:

• Rob Atkinson, NorthBEEF Chair ; about the
meat works project
• Shane McCarthy, Hughenden Irrigation
Project President; about the irrigation
development in the upper Flinders
Key messages of guest speakers
• Feasibility study of 2017 underway for
irrigation project
• Purpose is for a ‘shovel ready’ irrigation project
• Geology and location of 3 sites explained
• Context of the many previous reports and
studies and why 2017 might be different to
previous irrigated farming discussions
• Chinese investors almost locked in for
meatworks
• Aust’s foreign investment board has ruled that
the project will not be required to be evaluated
by them
• EPA clearance is now the longest time period
issue, expecting about 15 months to achieve
that clearance
• Pricing and how relationship with existing
agents and property managers will work

Key ideas from Question and Answer session
1. Flinders river water allocation
• Raise awareness of stakeholders of jargon and science behind
some elements of the water application; for example fish study
baselines

Venue was the Wool Pavilion
at the Hughenden Show

2. Weeds
• Lack of funds
• Labour costs too high
• Increase participation in strategy weeds projects
• Coordination between state government and agencies re weeds
3. Woody thickening
• Encroachment of native eucalypts onto pasture
• Holistic approach required
• Urgent need for more information for guidance for property
managers to plan their approach
4. Energy
• Innovation for new energy supply sources had strong support
• Solar and other renewables were mentioned. Participants
had consensus that they would like to hear more about these
alternatives and if “anyone” is “even looking” at the issue of
“crippling energy prices”

A big thank you to the Hughenden Agricultural Show and Expo
committee who accepted Southern Gulf NRM’s proposal to hold a
community forum within their Show event. With 38 participants
Southern Gulf was pleased with the event. The Show Committee
provided a space, advertising and support of the event which was
essential to having so many people know where to find the Forum.
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WEED management
Inverleigh West – 10 years tackling prickly acacia – what is the verdict?

Ü
Inverleigh West is a 150,000 hectare cattle station
situated on the Gulf of Carpentaria coast about
100 km southwest of Normanton. It is owned by
Geoff and Lindy Fry’s Arafura Cattle Company
and was formerly and arguably the worst infested
prickly acacia property in the lower Gulf prior
to extensive and consistent treatment funded
by the property and Australian and Queensland
government funding from 2008 through to 2017.
Government and property total investment in the
project exceeds $500,000.
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© Copyright – The State of Queensland (Department of Natural
Resources, and Water) 2006.
Based on Cadastral Data provided with the permission of the
Department of Natural Resources, and Water current as of
May 2006.
While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this data, The
Department of Natural Resources and Water and Southern Gulf
Catchments Ltd make no representations or warranties about its
accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability for any particular
purpose and disclaims all responsibility and all liability (including
without limitation, liability or negligence) for all expenses, losses,
damages (including indirect or consequential damage) and costs
which might be incurred as a result of the data being inaccurate
or incomplete in any way and for any reason.
This map is not t o be sold or re-made as part of a commercial
product.

Types of weed management activities:

Successful outcomes

• Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation (CLCAC)
initiated and conducted and funded helicopter Weed Sniper
application of tebuthiuron pellets to scattered infestations
of prickly acacia in paddocks hard to access by quad bike in
the east of the property.
• Contract ground application of tebuthiuron pellets to dense
infestations of prickly acacia in worst-infested paddocks in
east of property.
• Basal bark spraying of prickly regrowth with Access®
(picloram & triclopyr) in a 1:60 diesel mix to infestations in
waterways and close to native vegetation.

• Contract labour consistently between 2007 and 2015
has led to a significant reduction in dense prickly acacia
infestations in Bore Drain Paddock in the east of the
property. It has also resulted in reductions of infestations in
the paddock north of Bore Drain.
• Station labour has eradicated isolated prickly acacia in
more western parts of the property and continues to mop
up scattered prickly acacia.
• The Weed Sniper in two 100 hour operations has treated
two large areas of medium density prickly acacia eastern
part of the property.
• The extent and density of prickly acacia has been
significantly reduced across the property but especially
in the eastern parts. However, follow-up monitoring
and planning of ongoing treatment of regrowth will be
necessary for a number of years yet.

SOUTHERNGULFNRM

Results of herbicide treatment by
helicopter-mounted Weed Sniper

eC

Saintly pdk

The owners acknowledge that prickly acacia
seed was almost certainly introduced to the
property via cattle being trucked in from prickly
acacia-infested properties on downs country near
Hughenden.
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Monitoring point after treatment at
same tank site in infested eastern
paddock

k
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The long running weed management project
on Inverleigh West aimed to address the rapidly
expanding prickly acacia infestation by:
• having a substantial impact on the main prickly
acacia infestations in the east of the property,
reducing them to a level that can be sustainably
controlled in future years by property resources;
• preventing the spread to other parts of the
property and reducing the threat of spread
downstream from their current location and
infesting the neighbouring property.

Tank site in badly infested eastern
Bore Drain Paddock prior to
treatment

26 ha

1497 ha

2009 Australian (Aust) Govt Open Grant funds and Blueprint
for the Bush funds were used to employ a weed spraying
contractor matched by the property who later employed
a second contractor continued the progress northwards
and eastwards in Bore Drain Paddock and also treated
considerable regrowth of prickly acacia following a high
rainfall wet season. A total of 3,000 ha has now been treated
over three years, mainly in Bore Drain Paddock but also 1 km2
to the north.
2010 Aust Govt Caring for our Country first round funding
provided contract work (4 days 12 men, 56.6L Access) that
continued the work in Bore Drain Paddock, in the east of the
property, pushing north. The project continued the treatment
of the main prickly acacia infestations in the east of the
property, as well as treating regrowth on previously treated
sites. The area treated was 9,706 ha.
2012 Caring for our Country second round funding and
Natural Disaster Flood Recovery funding plus Aust Govt
Weeds of National Significance funding were allocated and
complemented by property in-kind contribution of $75,500
resulted in an area of 2800 ha of Inverleigh West being
re-treated or treated for the first time, by contract labour.
A dense infestation of 1331 ha in the east of the property
straddling Poingdestre Creek and the Century pipeline was
treated by Macaroni Contractors using pelleted herbicide
(June 2012 – 8 days, 15 men, 30L Access, 2200 kg Graslan).
Photo points were set up in newly treated areas.

2013 Nov Cloncurry Mustering’s R22 helicopter Weed Sniper
trial commenced on West Leichhardt with prickly acacia,
initiated by Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation
(CLCAC) Normanton rangers and Biodiversity Qld’s Tropical
Weeds Research Centre.
2014 Cloncurry Mustering’s Weed Sniper with pilot Dan
Gresham in Nov 2014 treated over 900 ha of quite dense
PA with tebuthiuron pellets in Saintly Paddock over 100 hr.
Scattered or isolated prickly acacia regrowth was treated by
station staff.
2015 Queensland Natural Resource Management funding
enabled contract ground treatment of prickly acacia in Bore
Drain Paddock open areas and waterways in east of property
north of Savannah Way involving basal bark spraying and
ground application of pellets. Scattered or isolated prickly
acacia treated by station staff over western parts of the
property. Area treated approximately 1500 ha.
2016 Helicopter Weed Sniper application of tebuthiuron
over 100 hr, funded through CLCAC Queensland Natural
Resource Management Southern Gulf funds completed the
treatment of scattered prickly acacia in the south-eastern
grazing paddocks from the homestead east to the Inverleigh
boundary and 12 km north along the boundary on both
sides of the Savannah Way; the area as shown on the
accompanying map was 7,604 ha. This was complemented by
ground work along Poingdestre Creek in the southeast of the
property by the CLCAC ranger team (425 ha) and by station
labour, which involved extensive work along roads and fence
lines and around dams and watering points and a large area
of scattered prickly acacia in Coast Paddock in the northwest
of the property (4,146 ha). Total area treated was 12,175 ha.
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About Pasture Partners
What is Pasture Partners?

What’s in it for Southern Gulf NRM?

Pasture Partners is an Australian Government funded
program aimed at benchmarking and improving pasture
condition across the Southern Gulf region through the
utilisation of Land Condition monitoring and targeted
training programs.

In order to guide the long-term direction of Southern Gulf
NRM’s sustainable agriculture program data is needed on
the condition and performance of pasture across the region.
The data provided by participants will enable Southern Gulf
NRM to report on pasture health at a landscape scale for the
first time.

What’s in it for me?
Each participating enterprise will gain access to one-on-one
training in Land Condition monitoring, a suite of support
materials, quarterly reports outlining pasture performance,
a peer-based mentoring network and discounted priority
access to workshops associated with the program.

How can I join?
Southern Gulf NRM is currently taking registrations. Please
fill out your information below and return the form to us.

Southern Gulf NRM will provide each enterprise with a startup payment of $1000 (including GST) to purchase any
required tools or materials, and to establish monitoring
sites, as well $50 per site per quarter for the provision of
monitoring data to Southern Gulf NRM.


Registration Information
To register your interest complete your details below and return via:
email to grazing@southerngulf.com.au, fax to (07) 4749 4887, or post to Southern Gulf NRM, PO Box 2211, Mount Isa, QLD, 4825.
For further information contact Anne Alison, Rangelands Officer on 0407 789 747 or via email on grazing@southerngulf.com.au

Name:
Property Name:
Phone:

Fax:

Mobile:

Email:
Address:

Do you consent to providing Southern Gulf NRM with access to data you will collect as part of this program1?

 Yes  No

Signature:
1

Please note that if you do not consent to providing Southern Gulf NRM with access to your data you will be ineligible to participate in this program. Information accessed by Southern Gulf NRM will be utilised to
benchmark your Land Condition against a network of your peers. All personally identifiable characteristics will be removed, unless you have given us specific consent to recognise your usage on an individual basis.

Phone: 07 4743 1888 Fax: 07 4749 4887 Email: grazing@southerngulf.com.au
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