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Introduction
The Southern Gulf region of Queensland boasts
an array of unique landscapes and natural assets
that support major industries associated with
pastoralism, mining and tourism as well as hold
cultural and social values for traditional owners
and communities.

For ease of use, weeds have been divided into five
categories according to usual growth form: trees
and shrubs, cacti, herbs, aquatics and grasses.
This guide is strongly recommended for all
landholders, land managers and other interested
individuals and groups.

However, weed invasion poses an ongoing risk
to the sustainability of these land uses and values.
The cheapest and best form of weed control
is prevention. Through early detection, positive
identification and intervention, future impacts
may be minimised.
The guide is intended as a practical weed
identification tool to carry within vehicles or be readily
available within the home, office or classroom. It
provides a compilation of information and images for
the identification of the priority weeds of the region.
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Identification of weeds
This weed guide has been developed to aid weed
identification and its use, by itself, should not be
relied upon as definitive. Weed identification can
sometimes be difficult. Many plants can look very
similar and it is critical that positive identification is
obtained before any treatment occurs.
When attempting to identify plants, carefully examine
its key distinguishing features. These include aspects
such as plant form (shape), size, flowers, fruit or
pods, leaves, bark texture and colour.
Seeking the advice of local and regional technical
experts should be considered for any plant unable
to be identified. Guidance should also be sought on
suitable control methods. Southern Gulf NRM, state
government and local government officers may all
be able to assist.

6

Additional specialist assistance is also available
from the Queensland Herbarium and specimens
may be prepared and sent for positive identification
if required.
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Athel pine
Tamarix aphylla
Description
A spreading tree with rough, deeply furrowed bark.
Leaves occur as scales on fine branchlets. Has small
flowers that are pink to white and occur in clusters.
Develops very small bell-shaped capsules with
numerous seeds. Seeds have tuft of fine hairs to
assist dispersal.
Habitat
Native to northern and eastern Africa and the Indian
subcontinent. Well adapted to arid and semi-arid
environments although naturalised occurrences
primarily occur in association with sandy
watercourses.
Impacts
Forms dense impenetrable thickets in watercourses
that may out-compete native vegetation. Exudes salt
from its leaves causing the ground to become salty
under trees. Uses more water than native plants,
thereby impacting ephemeral waterholes.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Plant parts and seed may be dispersed by
floodwaters. Historically planted for stock shade,
in the Southern Gulf region it has invaded a stretch
of the Flinders River near Hughenden.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

Athel pine Tamarix aphylla
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PHOTOS: Forest & Kim Starr (Creative Commons)

PHOTO: Nathan March (DAF)

Bellyache bush
Jatropha gossypiifolia
Description
A squat, thick stemmed shrub that grows to 4m
high. Leaves are bright purple and three lobed when
young and bright green and five lobed when older.
Coarse dark hairs occur on the edges of leaves.
Flowers are small, red with yellow centres and occur
in small clusters. Seed pods are smooth and oval,
about 12mm across. Can be confused with castor
oil plant.
Habitat
Bellyache bush is native to the Caribbean islands
and South America. Watercourses, floodplains and
disturbed areas are most vulnerable to invasion.
Impacts
Dense infestations will significantly reduce pasture
productivity of valuable river frontage. Infestations
will outcompete and displace native vegetation.
The plant is toxic to livestock and the seeds toxic
to humans.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
It was originally used as an ornamental plant
around homesteads and outback towns. Isolated
infestations occur throughout the Southern Gulf
region. Spread is most rapid along watercourses.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTO: DAF
PHOTO: Nathan March (DAF)

Bellyache bush

Jatropha gossypiifolia
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Calotrope
Calotropis procera
Description
A single or multi-stemmed spreading shrub to 4m.
Leaves are oval and large. Stems, leaves and pods
have a milky sap when broken or cut. The bark has
a corky appearance. Flowers have 5 white petals
with purplish tips that grow in clusters at the end
of branches. Fruit are large, green, inflated and have
a rounded mango-like shape. The seeds have tufts
of silky hairs attached.
Habitat
Native of tropical Africa and Asia. Readily invades
disturbed areas including overgrazed and weak
pastures. Infestations often establish along
watercourses and floodplains.
Impacts
It may reduce pasture productivity and hinder
property management. While the plant is often
grazed by livestock, poisoning is possible but
occurs infrequently.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Possible introduction within material used for
packing of camel saddles and subsequent use as
an ornamental shrub. Infestations occur on islands
in the Gulf of Carpentaria, Gulf plains and in the
Cloncurry and Mount Isa areas. Spread primarily by
wind and water movement of seeds. A related weed,
Calotropis gigantea, also occurs in the region and
has narrower leaves and lacks the deep purplish
flower tips.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Calotrope

Calotropis procera
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Candle bush
Senna alata

Description
An evergreen spreading shrub that can grow to 3m.
Leaves are up to 60cm long with pairs of leaflets
along their length. Yellow flowers are clustered
on vertical spikes. Pods are dark brown to black,
4-angled with two membranous wings. May be
confused with other Senna spp. including native
species.
Habitat
Native to tropical South America, candle bush usually
invades roadsides, other disturbed sites and creek
and drainage lines.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets along creek lines where it
may out-compete native vegetation and overgrazed
pastures.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Not known to be present in the Southern Gulf
region but occurs in adjacent regions. Pods may
float in water and seeds may also be spread in
mud attached to vehicles, machinery and animals.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

Candle bush
Senna alata
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PHOTO: Corey Bell (DAF)

PHOTO: Kenpei (Creative Commons)

PHOTO: Wayne Vogler (DAF)

Castor oil plant
Ricinus communis
Description
A tall branching, annual or perennial shrub that
grows to 3m. Trunk and older branches turn greyish
while branches are dull pale-green or red, stout and
hollow. Leaves are glossy dark reddish-green when
young and glossy green when mature with 7 to 9
pointed triangular segments. Flowers are reddishgreen and crowded into spikes on outer branches.
Fruit are 2.5cm across, covered with soft green
or red spines and have three segments. May be
confused with bellyache bush.
Habitat
Native to Africa, castor oil plant prefers warm and
subtropical regions. It usually invades floodplains,
river banks, drainage lines and disturbed sites.
May be seasonally common after flooding.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Impacts
May form thickets that reduce pasture productivity.
The seeds, and to a lesser extent, the leaves are
toxic to livestock and humans.
Distribution
Widespread throughout the Southern Gulf region,
primarily in watercourses. Seeds are usually
released within a few metres of the parent plant but
can be spread by mud on animals and vehicles.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

Castor oil plant

Ricinus communis

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

PHOTO: Charles Curry (SGNRM)
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Trees &
Shrubs

Chinee apple
Ziziphus mauritiana
Description
A large spreading tree that grows to 8m high.
Branches have a zigzagged shape with a leaf and
re-curved thorn at each angle. Leaves are glossy
green on top, with a whitish underside. Flowers are
small and greenish-white. The fruits are pale green
to yellow and about the size and shape of a cherry.

Distribution
Infestations occur in the Hughenden, Richmond
and Cloncurry areas as well as parts of the lower
Southern Gulf plains. Small numbers of plants
exist as historical plantings at mine sites and old
homestead sites. Seeds are readily spread by
livestock, native and feral animals.

Habitat
Native to southern Asia, India and eastern Africa.
Will grow on many soil types. Distribution often
associated with historical plantings. Can dominate
river frontage areas.

Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland.

Impacts
Forms dense impenetrable thickets that significantly
reduce pasture production and hinder property
management. May interfere with mustering and
reduce stock access to water.
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PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Chinee apple

Ziziphus mauritiana
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Lantana
Lantana camara
Description
A multi-stemmed shrub that can form dense thickets
or occur as a climbing vine. The stems are square in
cross-section and have numerous recurved thorns.
Leaves are bright green, lighter underneath and
covered in fine hairs. Flowers are brightly coloured
cream to yellow, pink, red or orange and occur in
clusters. Lantana produces round berry-like fruit
that are purplish-black when ripe.
Habitat
Native to Central America. Will grow in most
habitats and soil types. Higher rainfall areas of
the Southern Gulf region will be most vulnerable
to invasion with ornamental plants being the most
likely source of spread.
Impacts
Lantana can form dense, impenetrable thickets
which invade pastures and natural environments.
Many lantana varieties are also toxic to stock.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Introduced for ornamental purposes and is common
in some coastal Queensland localities. Infestations
in the Southern Gulf region are isolated and small
scale. Seeds primarily spread by birds.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

Lantana
Lantana camara
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PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Leucaena
Leucaena leucocephala
Description
A shrub or small tree that grows 6 to 10m. Has
about 25cm long leaves with numerous leaflets.
Flowers are creamy-yellow and grow on short 5cm
stalks. Seed pods are relatively flat, about 15cm long
and occur in clusters.
Habitat
Native to Central and South America, leucaena is
a tropical to subtropical plant. Usually found on
roadsides, disturbed sites, creek lines and in urban
and homestead plantings.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets that exclude other plants
and potentially hinder property management. It
requires intensive management under the Leucaena
Best Management Code of Practice if used for the
purpose of stock fodder.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
It has invaded some areas adjacent to ornamental
plantings in the Southern Gulf region including
roadsides and watercourses.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

PHOTOS: DAF

Leucaena

Leucaena leucocephala
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Mesquite
Prosopis pallida and Prosopis hybrids
Description
A large spreading thorny tree that can attain 15m
height, usually with a single stem and untidy canopy.
Branches are zigzagged, often with smooth green
and/or red bark. Thorns are stout and usually 1 to
3cm long. The flowers occur as a greenish-cream
‘lamb’s tail’ shape to 8cm long. Pods are up to
20cm long, flattened and become straw coloured
with maturity. Hybrid species of mesquite also
occur but are usually multi-stemmed with branches
drooping to the ground.
Habitat
Native to Chile and Peru. Will invade all soil types
on grasslands, floodplains and disturbed areas.
Impacts
Forms dense impenetrable thickets that significantly
reduce pasture production and hinder property
management. Thorns damage vehicle tyres.
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Trees &
Shrubs
May interfere with mustering and reduce stock
access to water. Transforms natural grasslands into
thorny scrub and woodlands.
Distribution
Historically favoured as a shade tree around
homesteads. It occurs throughout the Southern
Gulf region, particularly in the Hughenden, Cloncurry,
McKinlay and Burketown areas. A wide range of
native, domestic and feral animals eat the pods
and contribute to its spread.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Mesquite Prosopis pallida and Prosopis hybrids
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Mimosa bush
Vachellia farnesiana
Description
A multi-stemmed rounded shrub that grows to
3m high. Leaves are finely divided with leaflets
that usually have gaps between them. Branches
are zigzagged. Flowers are a golden yellow and
ball-shaped to 1cm. Pods are brown to black when
mature and a slightly curved plump cigar shape to
6cm long. Bark is grey, often with prominent white
spots. Can be confused with prickly acacia and
mesquite when young.
Habitat
Native to Central and South America. Will grow
in most soil types with dense thickets often
occurring in wetter areas such as drainage lines
and watercourses.
Impacts
Mimosa bush can form dense thorny thickets that
may hinder property management. Thorns damage
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Trees &
Shrubs
vehicle tyres. Can provide supplementary stock
browse. Prone to periodic dieback from insects
and/or pathogens.
Distribution
Widespread in western Queensland including the
Southern Gulf region.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Mimosa bush

Vachellia farnesiana
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Mimosa pigra
Mimosa pigra
Description
A thorny shrub that grows to 6m tall. The thorns
are recurved and rose-like. Leaves are fern-like
and sensitive to touch. The central leaf stalk is also
thorny. Flowers are round, fluffy and pink to mauve.
Each flower produces a cluster of 10-20 thicklyhaired seed pods, 6-8cm long. The oblong-shaped
seeds fall from the pod, leaving an outer frame.
Habitat
Native to Central and tropical South America.
Prefers floodplains, seasonally flooded wetlands,
lowland pastures and the edges of water bodies.
Impacts
Forms dense impenetrable thickets that may
out-compete native vegetation and alter ecosystem
structure. Also reduces pasture productivity, hinders
stock mustering and affects use of waterbodies for
recreational and cultural purposes.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Spreads by floods, tidal movement, machinery,
vehicles, boats and seeds sticking to clothes, hair
and animals. While common in the Northern Territory
‘Top End’, it is not known to occur in the Southern
Gulf region and any new infestations should be
reported.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

Mimosa pigra
Mimosa pigra
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PHOTO: DAF

PHOTO: Wibowo Djatmiko (Creative Commons)

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Neem tree
Azadirachta indica

Trees &
Shrubs

Description
A medium sized evergreen tree that grows to 20m
high. Leaves are dark green with serrated edges.
Leaf stems are quite long at 7 to 9cm. Flowers are
about 1cm across, five-petalled and cream coloured,
and occur in large fragrant clusters. Fruit are oliveshaped and yellow-green to yellow when mature.

Distribution
Neem trees have been used as ornamental trees
throughout the Southern Gulf region for several
decades. Invasion is occurring along some
watercourses (e.g. Cloncurry and Gregory Rivers)
and around homesteads and urban plantings.
Seeds are spread by birds and bats.

Habitat
Native to India, it is well adapted for sub-arid and
sub-humid tropical conditions. It will grow in many
soil types although it seems to prefer sands and
loams associated with watercourses.

Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be a weed
under local government laws.

Impacts
May form dense, impenetrable thickets that reduce
diversity and abundance of native species. They may
also hinder property management and stock access.
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PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Neem tree

Azadirachta indica

31

Parkinsonia
Parkinsonia aculeata
Description
A shrub or small tree, usually single stemmed,
that grows to a height of 2 to 8m. The branches
are zigzagged, smooth and green. Sharp spines
grow from the leaf nodes. Has flattened leaf
branches with small oblong leaflets along each edge.
Flowers are five-petalled with one petal often partly
or completely orange. Pods are typically 5 to 10cm
long with constrictions between the seeds.
Habitat
Native to the Americas, parkinsonia is adapted to
grow in most soil types. Most frequently found in
watercourses and floodplains as well as around
dams and bore drains.
Impacts
Dense thickets often form along watercourses where
they may reduce pasture production and hinder
property management. May also seriously impact
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Trees &
Shrubs
the environmental values of wetlands and provide a
refuge for pest animals.
Distribution
Historically planted for ornamental purposes.
Spread primarily by water movement of pods.
Widely distributed throughout the Southern Gulf
region.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Parkinsonia

Parkinsonia aculeata
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Prickly acacia
Vachellia nilotica spp. indica
Description
A small to medium tree, usually with a single stem
and an umbrella-shaped canopy. Pairs of thorns
grow at the base of finely divided leaves. Leaflets
usually touch or overlap. Bark on saplings has
an orange tinge. Flowers are yellow, ball-shaped
and about 1cm across. Pods are a distinguishing
characteristic and are 10-15cm long with narrow
constrictions between the seeds.
Habitat
Native to Pakistan and India. Prefers heavy cracking
clay soils typical of the Mitchell grasslands and Gulf
plains. Will also grow in most other soils and prefers
disturbed areas.
Impacts
Prickly acacia will greatly reduce pasture production
and cause detrimental changes to pasture
composition. Thorns damage vehicle tyres.
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Trees &
Shrubs
May interfere with mustering and reduce stock
access to water. Transforms natural grasslands
into thorny scrub and woodlands.
Distribution
Historically introduced for shade and fodder.
Spread primarily by stock movement, it is now
common throughout the Southern Gulf region
particularly on the Mitchell grasslands from
Hughenden to Julia Creek and on the lower
Gulf plains between Normanton and Burketown.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Prickly acacia

Vachellia nilotica spp. indica
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Rubber vine
Cryptostegia grandiflora
Description
A vine that may either grow unsupported or climb
high in trees. It is multi-stemmed and has glossy
green leaves that occur in opposite pairs. Stems,
leaves and pods have a milky sap when broken or
cut. Flowers are large with 5 white to pale purple
petals in a funnel shape. Pods are 10 to 12cm long
and grow in pairs.
Habitat
Native to Madagascar. Usually found climbing over
vegetation along watercourses and drainage lines.
Will grow in other habitats in higher rainfall areas.
Impacts
Dense infestations may smother and displace native
vegetation, especially on watercourses, floodplains
and wetland margins. Impenetrable thickets may
form that reduce pasture production, hinder property
management, prevent access for livestock and
provide a refuge for feral animals.
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Trees &
Shrubs
Distribution
Historically introduced as an ornamental plant.
Spreads easily by water or wind movement of seeds.
It is widely distributed throughout the Southern Gulf
region, primarily associated with watercourses.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Rubber vine

Cryptostegia grandiflora
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Trees &
Shrubs

Sickle pod
Senna obtusifolia
Description
Usually grows as an annual shrub to 2m tall. Leaves
are divided into three opposite pairs rounded at
the end and wedge-shaped at the base. Flowers
are 1cm wide with five petals. Seed pods are long,
slender, sickle-shaped and have indentations around
the seeds.
Habitat
Native to Central America. Prefers disturbed areas
such as roadsides and overgrazed pastures as well
as watercourses and floodplains.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets along watercourses and
adjacent floodplains. These may out-compete native
vegetation and weak pastures.
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Distribution
Roadside occurrences have been recorded in the
lower Southern Gulf region near Normanton.
Seeds are spread primarily by livestock but also by
water, animals, vehicles, machinery and footwear.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland.

Sickle pod
Senna obtusifolia
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PHOTO: Pieria (Creative Commons)

PHOTO: DAF

PHOTO: TWRC (DAF)

Coral cactus
Cylindropuntia fulgida var. mamillata
Description
An erect shrub that grows to 1m tall. Leaves are
grey-green with a corrugated surface of segments.
Small bristly spines occur in clusters in depressions
on segments. Spines are creamy-white to brown and
up to 2cm long. This form is not known to flower.
Habitat
Native to southwest USA and Mexico. May occur
in a range of soil types. Will occur in floodplain
situations but also woodlands, grasslands and
rocky hillsides. It is highly drought tolerant.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets that impede access by both
native animals and livestock. Thorns may also injure
animals and damage vehicle tyres.
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Cacti
Distribution
Historically used, like many other cacti, for
ornamental purposes. Scattered, small scale
infestations occur in parts of the Southern Gulf
region including an area north of Richmond.
Primarily spread vegetatively by segments of the
plants sticking to animals, or through movement
in floodwaters.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Coral cactus

Cylindropuntia fulgida var. mamillata
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Devil’s rope pear
Cylindropuntia imbricata
Description
A shrub that usually grows 1 to 2m tall. It has stem
segments with numerous raised humps that give it
a rope-like appearance. These stem segments have
groups of large whitish-coloured spines to 3cm long
on most of the small raised bumps. Flowers are a
reddish-purple colour and its fruits are greenishyellow when ripe.
Habitat
Native to southern USA and Mexico. May occur in a
range of soil types, particularly in floodplain situations
but also woodlands, plains and rocky hillsides. It is
highly drought tolerant.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets that impede access by both
native animals and livestock. Thorns may also injure
animals and damage vehicle tyres.
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Cacti
Distribution
Historically used, like many other cacti, for
ornamental purposes. One infestation is known to
occur in the Southern Gulf region. Primarily spread
vegetatively by segments of the plants sticking to
animals, or through movement in floodwaters.
Fruit and seeds are also eaten by animals and birds.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOs: DAF

Devil’s rope pear

Cylindropuntia imbricata
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Barleria
Barleria lupulina & Barleria prionitis
Description
A robust, prickly bush growing to about 1m high.
It has 3 to 5 sharp, pale-coloured spines 1-2cm long
at the leaf base. Branches are smooth, brown and
squarish in cross-section. Leaves are oval with a
pointed tip ending in a short spine. The yellow tubular
flowers are about 4cm long and occur in distinctive
spikes at the top of the plant. Seed capsules are
small and oval-shaped.
Habitat
Native to tropical Asia and Africa. Invades open
woodlands and watercourses.
Impacts
Forms dense thickets which out-compete pastures
and reduce the biodiversity of native ground cover
vegetation.
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Herbs
Distribution
One infestation is known to occur in the Leichhardt
River near Mount Isa in the Southern Gulf region.
May occur unknowingly in town and property
gardens. The seeds may be spread short distances
when capsules burst open. Seeds are also dispersed
by water movement and as a contaminant in mud
on vehicles.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be
a weed under local government laws.

PHOTOs: DAF

Barleria

Barleria lupulina & Barleria prionitis
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Lion’s tail
Leonotis nepetifolia
Description
An erect annual herb that usually grows 1 to 2m tall.
Its four-angled stems usually have a distinct groove
running lengthwise down the centre of each side.
Leaves have distinctly toothed margins and orange
flowers are arranged in dense rounded clusters
(5-6cm across) in the upper leaf forks.
Habitat
Native to tropical South America. It readily invades
watercourses, overgrazed sites and disturbed areas.
Impacts
Forms dense monocultures which may out-compete
native vegetation and weak pastures.
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Herbs
Distribution
In the Southern Gulf region, infestations are
currently restricted to Lawn Hill and Louie Creeks
near Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park.
Seeds are dispersed by water movement and
as a contaminant in mud on vehicles.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be
a weed under local government laws.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Lion’s tail

Leonotis nepetifolia
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Noogoora burr
Xanthium pungens
Description
An erect annual herb that usually grows to 1m but
can reach 2.5m. Has blotched purple stems with stiff
hairs. Leaves are up to 15cm in diameter and have a
rough textured surface. Flowers are greenish yellow
and produce hard, woody spiny burrs to 2cm long.
Each burr contains two seeds.
Habitat
Native to the Americas, noogoora burr can grow in
semi-arid to tropical environments. It usually invades
floodplains, river banks, drainage lines and disturbed
sites.
Impacts
Can dominate floodplains and degraded pastures
where it will have environmental and production
impacts. Burrs may also contaminate wool, reducing
its value. Seedlings are poisonous to domestic stock
if eaten in sufficient quantities.
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Herbs
Distribution
Widespread throughout the Southern Gulf region.
Burrs are easily spread in floodwaters and on the
coats of animals.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be
a weed under local government laws.

Noogoora burr
Xanthium pungens
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PHOTO: DAF

PHOTO: Nathan March (DAF)

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus
Description
A fast growing annual plant to 1.5m high. It has an
erect stem that becomes woody and may develop
many branches with age. At germination, plants
grow as a basal rosette of leaves. Leaves are deeply
lobed and covered with soft white hairs. Flowers
are small, creamy white and occur on the tips of
numerous stems. Seeds can be produced within
three weeks of germination.
Habitat
Native to North America. May occur in pastures,
disturbed areas and on roadsides. Over-grazed
or weak pastures are particularly vulnerable to
invasion. Grows in most soil types, particularly
cracking clays.

50

Herbs
Impacts
Infestations may reduce pasture production and
impede the recovery of native pastures where they
have been weakened by drought or over-grazing.
Has allergens which can cause health issues for
people that come in contact with the plant or pollen.
Distribution
Seeds are easily spread through the movement
of livestock, machinery and vehicles and as a
contaminant of hay and grain. Isolated infestations
occur in the Southern Gulf region.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: DAF

Parthenium weed

Parthenium hysterophorus

51

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta

Aquatics

Description
A free-floating aquatic fern with small green to
yellowish-green leaves which occur in pairs along
a common stem. Leaves, which grow thicker and
larger with age, lie flat on the water surface.
Leaves also have long, stiff water-repellent hairs.
No flowering occurs in salvinia. Roots trail from
each pair of young leaves.

Distribution
Used extensively as an aquarium plant and
naturalised in many areas of Australia. It primarily
spreads vegetatively but also in dumped aquarium
waste and as a contaminant on boats or vehicles.
It is present in some water storages in the Southern
Gulf region including Moondarra, Julius and Corella
reservoirs.

Habitat
Native to Brazil. Prefers slow moving or still water
and may become a problem in rivers, dams, lakes
and other aquatic habitats.

Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

Impacts
Rapidly forms mats that may completely cover
water storages, affecting water quality, water flow,
wildlife, irrigation, recreational activities (including
fishing and swimming) and cultural activities.
It may shade-out submerged plant life as well as
deplete oxygen in water.
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Salvinia
Salvinia molesta
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Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes
Description
A floating waterweed with dark green rounded
leaves and inflated leave stalks. Flowers occur on
spikes and are large and a pale purple to mauve
colour with a darker blue/purple and yellow centre.
Fruiting capsules are 10-15mm long and release
seeds below the water surface. The plant also has
a fibrous root system.
Habitat
Native to tropical South America, water hyacinth
may become a problem in rivers, dams, lakes and
other aquatic habitats.
Impacts
Dense mats of water hyacinth may form and destroy
the environmental values of native habitats as well
as impede cultural and recreational uses. It can
also seriously deplete the oxygen in water bodies,
increases water loss and provide a breeding ground
for mosquitoes.
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Aquatics
Distribution
It has been used as an ornamental plant and
naturalised in many areas of Australia. While present
in other parts of North Queensland, it is not known
to occur in the Southern Gulf region and any new
infestations should be reported.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTO: DAF
PHOTO: Nathan March (DAF)

Water hyacinth

Eichhornia crassipes
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Gamba grass
Andropogon gayanus
Description
A large grass that grows to 4m high which forms
dense tussocks up to 1m across. Leaves are about
60cm long, soft and hairy, with a prominent white
midrib. Seed heads form on clusters that reach far
above the leaves.
Habitat
Native to Africa. Prefers annual rainfall above 600mm.
Will invade native and improved grasslands,
savannah and woodlands. Will grow in most
soil types.
Impacts
Gamba grass is a serious threat to tropical
savannah environments where it may form
dense stands which out-compete native plants.
Its high biomass significantly increases fire intensity
which kills native plants and present a fire risk to
property infrastructure.
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Grasses
Distribution
May be spread through wind and water movement,
contaminated hay and pasture seed or by deliberate
introduction. One small infestation occurs in the
Doomadgee area of the Southern Gulf region.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: Nathan March (DAF)

Gamba grass

Andropogon gayanus
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Giant rat’s tail grass

Grasses

Sporobolus pyramidalis & S. natalensis
Description
A tufted perennial grass that grows in large clumps
to 1.7m tall. Seed heads are up to 45cm long and
change shape from a ‘rat’s tail’ when young to an
elongated pyramid shape when mature. Difficult to
distinguish from other pasture grasses and native
Sporobolus spp. grasses before maturity.
Habitat
Native to Africa, it suits a wide range of soils and
conditions but tends to initially invade roadsides,
disturbed sites and weak pastures. Grows best in
tropical to subtropical areas with above 500mm
average annual rainfall.
Impacts
Can dominate pastures, particularly overgrazed
areas and lead to significant losses in stock
productivity due to the plant’s low palatability.
The monocultures formed by giant rat’s tail grass
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replace native plants and reduce biodiversity of
groundcover species.
Distribution
The small seeds are easily spread by vehicle,
machinery, animal and hay movement. Only small,
isolated infestations currently occur in the Southern
Gulf region.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland.

PHOTOS: DAF

Giant rat’s tail grass

Sporobolus pyramidalis & S. natalensis
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Grader grass
Themeda quadrivalvis
Description
A tall, upright tufted annual grass that grows 0.5 to
2m high. Its stems and leaves turn a reddish-brown
to golden-brown colour when mature. May easily be
confused with native kangaroo grass which usually
grows less than 1m high. Seed heads occur as
many drooping clusters. Seeds have tuffs of hairs
at the base and a large twisted awn.
Habitat
Native to India. Often found on roadsides and other
disturbed sites. Will invade native and improved
pastures, particularly those overgrazed.
Impacts
It may significantly reduce the biodiversity of native
grasslands, savanna woodlands and rangelands.
It forms dense stands that may replace native or
improved pastures and form a monoculture.
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Grasses
Due to its greater biomass, it may increase fuel loads
and subsequently alter fire regime. While younger
plants are readily grazed by stock, mature plants are
unpalatable.
Distribution
Easily spread by vehicles, earth moving equipment,
animals and as a contaminant of hay and pasture
seed. It is present in parts of the Southern Gulf
region, particularly the higher rainfall areas.
Declaration
Not a declared weed in Queensland, may be
a weed under local government laws.

PHOTOS: DAF

Grader grass

Themeda quadrivalvis
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Olive hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis
Description
A large perennial grass that grows to 2.5m high.
Its stems are erect and pithy with leaf blades
10 -45cm long and up to 6cm wide. The flower
heads are cylindrical and spike-like and 20 to 40cm
long. The leaf blades partially enclose the stem at
their base.
Habitat
Native to Central and South America, olive
hymenachne grows in wet tropical and subtropical
environments. It prefers wetlands, lakes, seasonally
flooded areas, river banks and watercourses.
Impacts
Originally planted as a ponded pasture for cattle
production, it has naturalised in many areas.
Infestations impact the biodiversity and ecosystem
structure of wetlands, interfere with irrigation and
drainage and are detrimental to the recreational
and cultural values of waterways.
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Grasses
Distribution
May spread by seed or broken parts of the stem,
including via birds, in floodwaters and in mud
on vehicles or machinery. Only small, isolated
infestations currently occur in the Southern
Gulf region.
Declaration
A declared weed in Queensland. Also classified
as a Weed of National Significance.

PHOTOS: DAF

Olive hymenachne

Hymenachne amplexicaulis
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Help stop the spread of weeds
New and existing weeds are spreading to and
within the Southern Gulf region. If these incursions
are allowed to establish, the impacts can be serious
to the environment, industries and communities.
Agricultural and environmental products such
as livestock, hay, soil and grains can contain and
contribute to the spread of weed seed. Likewise,
vehicles and equipment may be contaminated
with weed seed or vegetative parts of weeds.
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The risks associated with weeds and their spread
may be minimised by:
•

Getting to know weeds which are present or 		
may be a risk in your area

•

Checking your property regularly, especially 		
disturbed sites and other at risk areas

•

Learning how to prevent weeds from spreading 		
and take actions to minimise movement to, from
or within your property

•

Controlling weeds using recommended methods

•

Reporting unusual plants to your local
government, Biosecurity Queensland on 132 523
or Southern Gulf NRM on 07 4743 1888.

PHOTO: John Targett.
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