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VISION STATEMENT

Ensuring the future of the Southern 

Gulf region through leadership in 

natural resource management.

MISSION STATEMENT

We see Southern Gulf Catchments 

as:-

Enabling and engaging the 

community to sustain and 

enhance, through best practice, 

the Region’s natural assets for 

current and future generations. 
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The year of 2014-15 has been another busy year for 

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited (SGC) and has seen 

the Board and staff  of SGC continue working towards high 

priority Natural Resource Management (NRM) goals within 

the region. 

It has been a busy and challenging year for the staff  and 

the board.  SGC staff  and board have had to work through 

several challenges this year particularly in relation to 

declining funding and staff  changes. Whilst these aff ect 

our ability to deliver NRM to the region, the continuing 

severe drought has made it all that much harder. The 

aff ected communities are facing their own challenges 

and SGC acknowledges this and endeavours to support 

the community through these challenging times.  Despite 

these conditions within our region, eff ective NRM projects 

have been undertaken with positive outcomes. 

SGC has been actively engaged in our region through 

our staff  who have been busy fulfi lling government 

invested natural resource management projects with 

multiple partners from within the region. I would like to 

acknowledge and thank all SGC Staff  for their dedication, 

their commitment to their work and passion for ‘making a 

diff erence’ in Natural Resource Management in our region. 

Our staff  are the people on the ground working with our 

members and stakeholders to assist them with their NRM 

goals and to provide up to date NRM information.   

I would also like to acknowledge the signifi cant 

contributions that the SGC member sector elected Board 

Directors have again made this year towards fulfi lling 

their roles and responsibilities.  SGC Board Directors have 

attended risk management training, and have reviewed 

and revised the SGC Strategic Plan. They have attended 

relevant NRM, Landcare and rangeland conferences and 

workshops to ensure they stay up to date with the latest 

information and best practice NRM.   

Thanks to the 2015 SGC Finance and Audit Committee 

Chair, Charlie Hawkins (Pastoral Director) and Sophie Keily 

(Tourism and Other Industries) for all their hard work 

ensuring our fi nancials are up to scratch; and to the other 

Directors John Taylor (Conservation Director), and Shane 

McCarthy (Local Government) .  We are very fortunate to 

have a board of Directors who are passionate about NRM 

in our region and who represent our communities from a 

broad area.

Like all regional NRM bodies, SGC faces further cuts 

to government funding. Funding is fi rmly linked 

to government priorities, and these have changed 

signifi cantly in recent times. This of course impacts on 

how SGC can utilise the funding and the capacity of SGC 

to fund projects and focus on the wider range of issues 

within the region. Changes to Government priorities 

have changed how SGC applies funding to projects, 

staffi  ng arrangements and our ability to focus on the NRM 

priorities of the region. SGC has adjusted to these changes 

through innovation and re-establishing operational 

priorities all the while continuing to work on trying to 

meet our key NRM community priorities.

To help manage these risks to NRM in our region, we 

have reviewed and revised SGC’s Strategic Plan, and are 

in the fi nal stages of updating our NRM plan for SGC. 

This working document will be the backbone of the 

organisation’s NRM planning and project based work. The 

NRM plan is a vital part of our organisation and is more 

than just a list of actions to undertake. It is a document 

that we will work from that allows us to highlight the 

regional NRM issues to our investors and partners, whilst 

providing data and information that identifi es the issues of 

concern to the community. 

We hope the NRM plan will focus on the values and views 

of our community stakeholders and provide an important 

basis to infl uence government policy and funding. SGC 

is working hard to ensure that Government and policy 

makers are aware of the NRM issues in our region and will 

continue to fi nd new ways to bring these to the attention 

of decision makers. 

Thanks again to our members and stakeholders for their 

continued support of SGC.  We look forward to continuing 

to work with you all on the key NRM issues in the region in 

2016.

Acting Chair's Report
MEGAN MUNCHENBERG

Page 2



DIRECTOR - 
CONSERVATION

Dr John Taylor joined the 

Board of Southern Gulf 

Catchments Limited in 

November 2012. Dr Taylor 

has capably undertaken 

the role of Director 

Conservation and is an 

important member of 

the Board’s Governance 

subcommittee. Dr Taylor 

has also represented the 

Board as a delegate to 

the State Based Natural 

Resource Management 

Group “Regional Groups 

Collective’’ which meets 

regularly in Brisbane.

DIRECTOR – 
PASTORAL

Charlie Hawkins is a land 

owner in the Southern 

Gulf Catchment Limited 

region. Having been a 

land manager his entire 

working life, Charlie has an 

affi  nity with sustainable 

land management 

participating in many R&D 

projects throughout all 

regions in which he has 

lived. In 63 years Charlie 

has learnt and intends 

to continue to learn 

much more of our land 

and the environment, 

thus his involvement 

with SGC.  In his time as 

a Director, the pastoral 

sector has played a major 

role in implementing 

NRM projects across the 

Southern Gulf region and 

with the initiative of the 

Pastoral Industry Advisory 

Group (PIAG) these 

projects have the pastoral 

industries directly involved 

and committed to their 

success.  

DIRECTOR – TOURISM & 
OTHER INDUSTRIES

Sophie Keily was raised 

and educated in Mount 

Isa, she studied education 

at James Cook University 

and taught in both 

Catholic and State school 

settings in several states 

of Australia, plus briefl y 

overseas in Namibia, Africa.

A fully licensed real 

estate agent since 1998, 

Sophie is now owner, 

Principal and Licensee of 

Jays Real Estate, a family 

business established in 

1981. Previously a board 

member of NQ RACQ 

Rescue Helicopter, Sophie 

is currently Treasurer 

for the Good Shepherd 

Catholic College P & F 

Association. Sophie takes 

an interest in biodiversity, 

permaculture and 

agriculture and also has 

amateur experience on a 

small lifestyle beef cattle 

farm. In her spare time she 

enjoys gardening which 

includes a vegetable and 

herb patch in her Mount 

Isa backyard.

DIRECTOR – LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

Born and bred in 

Hughenden Shane 

McCarthy has strong links 

to the region with his 

father a third generation 

grazier in the Richmond 

district and mother, fourth 

generation in the Julia 

Creek district.  All but 5 

of his 41 years have been 

spent working and living 

in the pastoral industry, 

employed as a ringer, 

roustabout, contractor and 

fi nally a pastoralist. 

Married with three 

wonderful daughters 

he lives on the family 

property, Arrara Station, 

south of Hughenden.  A 

fi rst time councillor with 

Flinders Shire Council 

Shane has a passion for 

the land and keeping 

it sustainable, ensuring 

future generations can 

appreciate it as much as 

he does.

Meet the BoardMeet the Board
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Southern Gulf Catchments Limited (SGC) has entered its 

14th year of uninterrupted support to Natural Resource 

Management (NRM) throughout the Southern Gulf Region. 

This is a milestone that we are all proud to have achieved.

Throughout this report we have highlighted a number of 

our on-ground projects through case studies and reports.

Our focus again over the past year has centred on the 

grazing industry, weed control management/advice and 

research, Landcare activities, communities, mapping and 

GIS support. Throughout many areas of our work have 

had the added burden of poor climatic and economic 

conditions.

Our Australian Government contract was successfully 

renegotiated early in the year and we are well into our 

third year of a fi ve year programme for SGC under the 

National Landcare Programme (NLP).

We have also continued to receive support from the 

Queensland State Government and are looking forward 

to renewal negotiation prior to June 2016. This funding 

has allowed SGC to work with a number of similar groups 

in the North and West of the state to achieve continued 

outcomes for all groups.

Our partners and stakeholders also continue to contribute 

with linkages and synergies in line with the SGC Strategic 

Plan. This is considerably more important in terms of what 

can be jointly achieved given the funding available.

Our abridged Audited Financial Statements are included in 

this report. The full Financials are available on our website. 

The audit met the highest standards of accountability 

and transparency for a not for profi t organisation and I 

congratulate all those who were involved in the result.

Over the past 11 years we have built a small reserve in our 

fi nances. This will hold SGC in good stead over the coming 

years given the tighter budgetary conditions which are 

expected.

I would like to also thank and acknowledge all the staff  

and contractors who have worked to make SGC successful 

in 2014/15. I would like to pass on my best regards to 

retiring Chairman Brian Atherinos and thank him for the 

support and assistance he has provided me, whilst in the 

role over the past two years. The Board’s governance and 

risk management continues to keep the company in a 

sound position.

Chief Executive Officer's Report
ROBERT WILSON
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MAREE BERLIN
BUSINESS MANAGER

As Business Manager, Maree 

has managed the company 

fi nances of SGC for the past 

nine and a half years and is 

also the Company Secretary. 

Prior to her time at SGC 

Maree worked in similar 

roles with local government. 

Maree brings extensive 

experience in accounting 

and fi nancial management, 

HR, administration/

operations together with 

governance experience in 

the not for profi t area.

FELICITY ELMS 
PROJECT 
ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICER

Felicity has been at SGC 

since March 2015 as the 

Project Administration 

Offi  cer. Originally from the 

Sunshine Coast, Felicity 

completed her Bachelor 

of Business in Accounting 

at the University of the 

Sunshine Coast in 2012 and 

has six years’ experience in 

the accounting industry.

KATE GLOVER
COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER

Kate Glover joins the SGC 

team as Communications 

Offi  cer. Kate has a number 

of qualifi cations in business, 

stakeholder engagement 

and photography.  She 

has previously worked 

in as a journalist and in 

corporate communications 

and marketing for local 

government.

CHARLES CURRY 
PROJECT COORDINATOR 

Charles has worked at 

SGC for 16 years. As 

Projects Coordinator, he 

is implementing weed 

management programs 

across the region. Charles 

attained a Bachelor of 

Science (Forestry) from the 

University of Melbourne 

and before moving to 

Queensland, Charles worked 

with Melbourne Water 

Corporation helping to 

protect their magnifi cent 

water supply catchments.

Meet the StaffMeet the Staff

LARISSA LAUDER
SUSTAINABLE GRAZING 
PROJECT OFFICER

Larissa has been with SGC 

since March 2011.  In 2014 

Larissa went on Maternity 

Leave and has since 

contracted back to SGC 

as a Project Offi  cer.  She 

lives in Gregory with her 

partner and son where she 

is actively involved in the 

community and is happy to 

chat with you about land 

management activities.

PRU WHARTON  
REGIONAL LANDCARE 
FACILITATOR

As Regional Landcare 

Facilitator Pru works closely 

with land managers, 

Indigenous and other 

communities, producer 

groups and councils, to 

support the adoption 

of sustainable land 

management practices 

within the Southern Gulf 

region. Pru brings a wealth 

of experience from her 

time working in the cattle 

industry.

SAM CULLEN
TECHNICAL OFFICER 
- WAR ON WESTERN 
WEEDS PROJECT

Originally from Townsville, 

Sam has been employed in 

a number of plant science 

related fi elds ranging from 

horticulture to a research 

position at CSIRO. As 

Technical Offi  cer for the 

War on Western Weeds 

project (WoWW), Sam 

works primarily in research 

and implementing control 

measures to reduce the 

spread of woody weeds, 

prickly acacia in particular.   

STEVE COBBIN
GIS COORDINATOR/ 
MAPPING

Steve joined the SGC 

team after completing his 

Environmental Science 

Degree at James Cook 

University in Cairns as a 

mature age student. His 

studies included learning 

the fundamentals of 

Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS). Since then, 

Steve has joined the 

Southern Gulf team as the 

GIS Offi  cer.
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WEED 
MANAGEMENT



BHP BILLITON 
CANNINGTON

WEED 
MANAGEMENT 
PROJECTS 
IN MCKINLAY & 
CLONCURRY SHIRES

Cannington Community 

Development Fund together with 

Q NRM Investment Program provided 

funding of $145,000 for collaborative 

weed management projects in 

Cloncurry and McKinlay Shires, based 

on properties along the Cannington 

mine to Yurbi rail facility road 

corridor.

Partnerships were formed with 11 

landholders over 15 properties – the 

properties’ total area was 423,600 ha, 

the treated area was around 16,000 

ha and comprised of mesquite on the 

McKinlay Mesquite Group properties, 

prickly acacia and parkinsonia, and 

also chinee apple on one property.

The work was carried out by a 

combination of contract labour and 

station labour with some mechanical 

clearing. The project mainly 

employed ground-applied pellets or 

basal bark spraying.

Some projects were continuations 

of many years of hard toil against 

mesquite in the old core McKinlay 

Mesquite area, which has now 

reduced to less than 10% of its 

original infestation. Other properties 

were participating for the fi rst 

time and some will achieve almost 

clean property status through this 

collaborative project. The large 

Toolebuc aggregation has reduced 

both mesquite and prickly acacia 

regrowth through this project.

In 2015-16, another Cannington-

QNRM collaborative weed 

management project involving 

the Upper Gilliat group of up to 

10 properties and some 2014-15 

participating properties is expected 

to proceed.

West Leichhardt – The property 

just northeast of Mount Isa has had 

a stubborn rubber vine problem, 

tackled by station labour and Mount 

Isa volunteers. During fi ve treatment 

visits in 2014-15, up to 9 volunteers 

from Mount Isa Landcare Group and 

SGC targeted rubber vine infestations 

on Gorge Creek treating an area 

covering approximately 25 ha along 

a 5 km length of the creek. Previous 

voluntary and station work hadn’t 

won the battle, hence the need for 

the Landcare group to implement 

more stringent measures which bore 

much better results. Fire techniques 

were also employed to complement 

the normal basal bark herbicide 

application.
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BHP BILLITON CANNINGTON WEED MANAGEMENT
PROJECTS 2014-15

(Right) Map of properties in Cannington project area

(Below) Treated (2014) and yet to be treated 

mesquite in Four Mile Paddock, Colwell Station

(Below Right) Two generations of dead mesquite, 

treated 2012 and 2014 Broadlands
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(Left) Two Mount Isa Landcare members 

contemplate the rubber vine task 

ahead of them on Gorge Creek

(Right) Fire applied to denser 

clumps of rubber vine

(Below) Treated large prickly acacia 

at a water point on Armraynald

(Below Right) Treated prickly acacia 

along Ten Mile Road, Magowra

PRICKLY ACACIA 
CONTROL PROGRAM 
ACROSS THE 
LOWER GULF

Queensland Government funded 

activities in 2014-15 over almost 

150,000 hectares of lower Gulf 

properties have resulted in prickly 

acacia being reduced in extent 

and density. Over $200,000 was 

provided, with considerably more 

contributed in kind by landholders. 

Therefore there is now reduced risk 

to landholders from weed infestation 

on all lower Gulf properties involved 

in 2014-15 – Magowra, Inverleigh, 

Inverleigh West, Glenore, Augustus 

Downs, Kamilaroi, Donors Hill, 

Lorraine, Armraynald, Lawn Hill and 

Gregory Downs. Re-treatment of 

these sites has been ongoing and in 

some cases stretched over six years. 

This is necessary because of the 

inevitable regrowth from the large 

seed bank which has longevity of at 

least seven years in the soil. 

At least two new properties are 

expected on board in the coming 

year.

The signifi cance of progress can 

be gauged from the success of 

operations on three Stanbroke 

properties – Kamilaroi, Glenore and 

Augustus Downs. Individual numbers 

of prickly acacia treated over six years 

has shown a marked downward trend 

on all properties.

Kamilaroi - A total 6,336 individual 

prickly acacia treated over two years 

2013-2015, down from 16,452 the 

previous two years and from 22,772 

the two years prior to that. With 

removal of all seed trees and regular 

treatment of regrowth, the seed bank 

in the soil is gradually diminishing 

however two more years of follow-up 

treatment is essential.

Augustus Downs - A total of 1,267 

prickly acacia treated over 2 years 

2013-2015, down from 1,833 treated 

in 2012-13. Again up to two more 

years of follow-up treatment is 

essential.

Glenore - A total 7,335 prickly acacia 

treated in 2014-2015, down from 

15,322 treated in the last treatment 

year 2012-13. Treatment has been 

fairly consistent since 2009-10, 

however at least three more years of 

follow-up treatment is essential.

Over the years, treatment has moved 

from moderate to dense infestations 

of prickly acacia in particular 

paddocks, to treatment of scattered 

and isolated prickly acacia regrowth 

over many paddocks, hence the 

comparatively large treatment area.

Treatment in the lower Gulf is largely 

by contract labour and quad bikes 

using ground-applied pellets or the 

tried and true basal bark method 

especially near or in watercourses. 

The Weed Sniper dispenses pellets 

from a helicopter to individual trees 

scattered across paddock. It has 

now progressed from a trial basis to 

fully operational on three properties 

– Inverleigh, Inverleigh West and 

Lorraine. The owners are encouraged 

by the results.

Funding is available from the QNRM 

Investment Program until June 2016. 

After that, Southern Gulf Catchments 

will seek funds to continue the 

increasingly successful prickly acacia 

reduction program in the lower Gulf.
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GRAZING AND
CONSERVATION



GRAZING 
UPDATE

$avannaPlan and 
Beef$ense

A partnership project with Northern 

Gulf Resource Management 

Group (NGRMG), the Queensland 

Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries (QDAFF) 

and agribusiness consultants.  

$avannaPlan provides one-on-one 

support for landholders to develop 

land and stock management 

strategies tailored for their property 

and business. Beef$ense delivery 

team acts as an independent 

sounding board for producers 

to tackle their current fi nancial 

challenges and work through their 

ideas, issues, options and strategies 

around the kitchen table and in the 

paddock.  This year:

• Four property maps representing 

398 490 hectares were completed 

for properties undertaking 

$avannahPlan.   

• Two businesses covering 96 

331 hectares have completed 

$avannaPlan 

• One business completed 

Beef$ense

Current funding for this project 

fi nishes in 2016 but SGC is working 

with our project partners to try to 

fi nd alternative funding for this 

valuable project. 

Customise and trial 
pasture assessment 
tools for the SG region

The aim of this Australian 

Government funded project is 

to make sure that tools that are 

available for graziers to monitor and 

manage pasture and ground cover 

are accurate and relevant to the 

Southern Gulf.  SGC commissioned 

the Queensland Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(QDAFF) to complete the following:

• Review land type classifi cations for 

the region

• Collect data and create pasture 

growth tables

• Collate pasture photo yield 

standards

The information will be incorporated 

into the Southern Gulf Land 

Condition Guide and the updated 

Grazing Land Management (GLM) 

EDGEnetwork package due to be 

released next year.  

SGC has also funded QDAFF to 

manage the trial of the Stocktake 

Plus App with graziers in the 

Southern Gulf.  Six grazing properties 

representing 286 583 hectares 

are involved in the trial and their 

feedback is directly leading to 

adjustments to make sure it is user 

friendly and relevant to the Southern 

Gulf.    

Protecting Critical 
Habitats

This Australian Government funded 

project aims to help the community 

manage areas which are important 

for biodiversity on a national 

scale.  According to the Australian 

Government’s Department of the 

Environment the Southern Gulf 

region has 41 nationally threatened 

species, one threatened ecological 

community, 60 migratory species 

protected under international 

agreements and 15 nationally 

important wetlands.    

As part of this project, SGC 

completed the following during 

2014/15:

• $60 000 spent on-ground 

protecting 350 hectares of 

Lawn Hill Creek and associated 

threatened species from Weeds of 

National Signifi cance

• Further developed the Southern 

Gulf Biodiversity Prioritisation 

Framework which allows SGC to 

assess which projects will deliver 

the best outcomes for the amount 

of money and resources available

• Loaned  HOGHOPPERS™ to 

landholders and Shire councils to 

address Feral pig problems

• Installed  a satellite monitoring 

camera to monitor changes in 

Gouldian Finch habitat
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SOILS4GRAZING
WRAP UP

Soils4Grazing wrapped up in June 

2015 after three years. Soils4Grazing 

was a joint project between Southern 

Gulf Catchments Limited and the 

Queensland government’s FutureBeef 

team to assist producers recover 

pastures on degraded but otherwise 

productive land types.  Information 

about the project can be found on 

our website. 

Despite the drought conditions at all 

three trial and demonstration sites, 

there was a measureable increase in 

ground cover on the treatment plots 

when compared with the untreated 

plots.  More impressively, even under 

drought conditions, the trial and 

demonstration site at Herbertvale 

Station recorded enough perennial 

pasture recovery to be reclassifi ed 

from Grazing land condition D to 

Grazing Land condition C, which is a 

signifi cant improvement.  Analysis of 

actual pasture species responses was 

not possible as most seedlings died 

off  before they could be identifi ed.  

Lessons from the Soils4Grazing 

project include:

• Land condition can be improved, 

even under drought conditions.

• Wet season spelling is the most 

cost eff ective and practical 

treatment option for graziers.

• Controlling the timing and 

intensity of grazing is also critical 

for long term recovery. 

• Mechanical treatments and wet 

season spelling increased the rate 

that water soaked into the soil and 

therefore decreased the amount of 

rainfall lost by runoff .  

• Potential soil organic carbon 

storage for the land types is 

between 3-8 tonnes per hectare. 

Two fi eld days and three 

presentations were held at beef 

industry events.  Three posters 

were created and displayed at fi ve 

industry events, two radio interviews 

were conducted on ABC News 

and 10 articles were published. 

Two information sheets were also 

created and can be found on the SGC 

website. 

Whilst positive results were recorded, 

Soils4Grazing highlighted the 

diffi  culty and expense associated 

with improving land condition on 

severely degraded land.  The key 

message from this project is that land 

condition should not be allowed to 

deteriorate into D condition if at all 

possible.
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REGIONAL 
LANDCARE



REGIONAL LANDCARE

Chemical Accreditation 
Workshop

A series of chemical workshops 

were held across the SGC region 

in November 2014. SGC’s Regional 

Landcare Facilitator, Pru Wharton 

organised the workshops, which 

were held in Mount Isa, Cloncurry 

and Richmond.  Cindy Hartwig 

from Agforce training presented an 

informative and invaluable workshop.  

Knowledge and skills developed at 

the workshop will be implemented 

by Shires, Indigenous groups and 

individual landholders across the 

region. 

Farm Safe Workshop

On March 18, 2015 the Regional 

Landcare Facilitator with the support 

of Farmsafe Queensland held a Work, 

Health and Safety management 

system workshop in Julia Creek 

(McKinlay).

This workshop was subsidised 

through the Regional Landcare 

Facilitator program and was 

presented by trainer Jamie Cupples 

from Farmsafe. In attendance were 

eight primary producer families and 

one contract fencing business.

SGC received positive feedback from 

our participants, who had stressed 

prior to the workshop that they 

would fi nd it fi nancially diffi  cult to 

participate if it was not for the event 

being subsidised. The outcome of the 

workshop was that all participating 

businesses went away with a safety 

management system that would now 

protect their employees and their 

business if an accident may occur on 

their farm in the future.  

National Landcare 
Conference Melbourne

The annual National Landcare 

conference was held in Melbourne 

in September, 2014. Regional 

Landcare Facilitator Pru Wharton 

represented SGC at the conference. 

Accompanying Pru was Kevin 

Bawden from the Richmond Shire 

and Mark van Ryt from the Mount 

Isa Landcare and Gregory Landcare 

group, both have extensive 

knowledge and are involved in the 

control of weeds in their parts of 

the region. The week was full of 

interesting speakers and linking 

new contacts with other Catchment 

regions. 
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Junior Fishing 
Workshops

March 27 and 28 saw Sunfi sh Qld, 

Mount Isa Landcare, the Regional 

Landcare Facilitator and Richmond 

Fish Stocking Group come together 

and host two junior fi shing day 

workshops.  The Regional Landcare 

Facilitator, Pru Wharton, together 

with, Mark Van Ryt (Mount Isa 

Landcare group) and John Lane 

(Sunfi sh Qld) travelled to at Eastern 

creek in the McKinlay region and 

Richmond at Lake Fred Tritton.

In attendance were 20 students from 

the Julia Creek State School and 26 

students from the Richmond State 

School. Students were presented with 

their own fi shing tackle box courtesy 

of Sunfi sh Lower Gulf and given 

a demonstration on the diff erent 

skills required to master the game 

of fi shing.  SGC Regional Landcare 

Facilitator, Pru, supplied each of the 

kids with a special showbag to take 

home that included an information 

guide on responsible fi shing.

Social Media Workshop

On June 17 and 18 SGC Regional 

Landcare Facilitator, Pru Wharton 

held two social media workshops 

in Cloncurry and Richmond. Alison 

Fairleigh from Mental Illness 

Fellowship North Queensland was 

the presenter for the day and both 

workshops were subsidised by 

the Regional Landcare facilitator 

program.

The workshops were designed 

to connect people in the region 

through social media.  Participants 

were shown how to set up Facebook, 

twitter and Instagram accounts. 

Alison also spoke in-depth on how 

social media can connect you with 

the outside world and the benefi ts 

it can have on your business and 

sometimes, a person’s mental 

outlook.

Participants were given the tools 

and confi dence to start connecting 

with their neighbours, people in their 

town, their region and beyond. All 

participants are now on Facebook 

and Twitter and are receiving updates 

from our SGC Facebook and Twitter 

pages of events, workshops or forums 

that SGC may be running in the 

region.
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MAPPING



Produced by Southern Gulf Catchments Limited GIS Coordinator Steve Cobbin, this map is an example of the style of mapping utilised 

for the Good Neighbour Program (In collaboration with the War on Western Weeds Project).  Visible in green is the weed infestation 

along the property border. The darker the colour green, the denser the infestation in that area.
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MAPPING

SGC GIS Mapping Offi  cer Steve 

Cobbin has been hard at work this 

year producing a number of maps 

for many diff erent projects and 

stakeholders across the region. The 

maps produced this year exhibit 

property level infrastructure, grazing 

land management ideals and weed 

infestation surveys and treatment 

areas. Providing this resource greatly 

benefi ts organisations, contractors, 

landholders and project offi  cers. 

Some of the benefi ts of utilising the 

SGC GIS Mapping Offi  cer include:

• Identifying best practice weed 

management options

• Helping landholders recognise 

best property management 

practices

• Illustrating benefi ts of adapted/ 

improved infrastructure 

investment

• Assistance in funding applications 

• Reporting to funding bodies 

• Identifi cation and assistance in the 

designation of nature reserves

• Supporting cultural clearance 

applications 

• Research into weed ecology 

through riparian seed spread 

mapping

A number of maps produced in 

2014-15 have assisted various 

organisations, landholders, local 

councils and project staff  tackle 

the big issues confronting the 

SGC region. The management of 

weeds of national signifi cance is 

of great importance to SGC and 

is the primary focus of projects 

managed by project coordinator 

Charles Curry. Steve has assisted 

Charles with many projects providing 

property weed management maps 

highlighting weed infestations and 

treatment areas. Steve also partners 

the Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries through the War on Western 

Weeds initiative and the FutureBeef 

project. 

Map production is an essential tool 

in natural resource management. 

SGC strives to provide this service 

to the highest standard possible, 

though like anything of value it does 

take time and resources. Depending 

on the size and complexity of the 

property, these maps can take 

anywhere from a couple of days to 

a week to prepare. Often our SGC 

GIS offi  cer has to physically attend 

the property to locate infrastructure 

points and weed infestations. SGC 

produces maps for organisations 

and properties at no cost currently; 

detailed maps and satellite imagery 

are imperative to grazing enterprise 

and environment sustainability.
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WAR ON WESTERN WEEDS

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited 

has become an active participant 

in the Queensland Department of 

Agriculture and Fisheries War on 

Western Weeds (WoWW) project 

through the appointment of 

technical offi  cer, Sam Cullen. The 

WoWW project aims to reduce the 

incidence and spread of prickly 

acacia and bellyache bush in western 

Queensland through improved weed 

management, research and training. 

The project has a multi-facetted 

approach to tackling the spread of 

weeds as well as trialling new weed 

management techniques.

An aspect of this project is to 

identify potential trials through 

the on-ground weed management 

of landholders. A number of 

opportunities to gain a further 

understanding of prickly acacia 

biology and best practice methods 

were exposed by the implementation 

of the Flinders Shire Good Neighbour 

Program case study (GNP). 

GNP

The concept of buff er zones to 

reduce the spread of prickly acacia 

between properties has been gaining 

momentum in recent times and a 

case study has been initiated by DAF, 

SGC and the Flinders Shire Council. 

The local council has been on the 

forefront of participating in a case 

study that could be advantageous 

to landholders throughout aff ected 

areas.  

Thirteen grazing properties have 

been participating in the case study 

that involves weed control along 

boundary fences and watercourses. 

The study involves the survey and 

treatment 10m buff er zones along 

boundary fences and 250m buff er 

zones upstream on watercourses. 

To date 430km of boundary buff er 

zones and 212.6ha of watercourses 

have been mapped and treated with 

chemical applications involving basal 

bark spraying and soil application 

of herbicide. Treatment was found 

to be quick and relatively easy with 

boundary treatment speed averaging 

1.36km per person per hour.

The outcome of the case study 

will be to provide a more in-

depth understanding of the cost 

of establishing weed free buff er 

zones in relation to varying prickly 

acacia densities. Operational 

recommendations will also be 

possible to enable landholders to 

make informed decisions on how to 

manage weed free buff er zones in 

diff ering prickly acacia densities and 

landscapes. Benchmark attitudinal 

surveys have also been conducted to 

examine grazier perceptions before 

and after control treatments. The 

fi ndings of this case study will be 

available in the near future. 

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited 

supported WoWW projects:

• Prickly acacia seed pod viability 

testing

• Spray misting trials

• Aerial heli-drop trials

• Seed response to saline conditions

• Riparian invasion studies

• Dieback inoculations trials with 

Vic Galea from the University of 

Queensland

• Muttaburra Good Neighbour 

Program case study

• Flinders Shire Good Neighbour 

Program case study

• Thomson River weed control 

program

• Epple Skatter Gun trials

• Germination and pasture response 

to mechanical control (2 trial sites)
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Townview 
yarning circle

SGC supported Townview State 

School in Mount Isa to coordinate 

construction of a community yarning 

circle and native plant walking trail. 

A nursery was set up to propagate 

the native plants and technology will 

also be incorporated into the garden 

as future plans include plaques 

identifying information about the 

plants with QRscan codes being 

developed to provide links to online 

resources. The project will benefi t 

over 200 students as well as the wider 

community. The area is intended to 

give the Aboriginal community at the 

school somewhere to meet, discuss 

issues and teach the rest of the 

school about their culture.

Clean Up Australia 
Day 2015

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited 

coordinated Clean Up Australia 

Day at Lake Moondarra, Mount Isa, 

which took place March 1, 2015. 

Nine organisations attended with 

over 60 volunteers who collected 

approximately 100 kilograms of 

rubbish.

Tharrapatha-way

The Mount Isa Cultural Walking 

Trail Project is a community-based 

walking path project designed, 

implemented and maintained by the 

local community. 

Six Aboriginal Rangers helped 

maintain 200 square metres of 

native plant gardens as part of the 

Tharrapatha-way cultural walking 

path and have since become involved 

in the coordination committee.

The project features interpretive 

signs about local plants, animals 

and aboriginal culture, 10,000 steps 

distance markers, native plant 

gardens, exercise equipment and 

artwork. Tharrapatha –way provides 

the community with the opportunity 

to engage in healthier lifestyle 

choices and become more physically 

active.

SGC managed a power pole 

painting competition as part of the 

Tharrapatha-way Cultural Walking 

Trail Project. The artworks covered 

the topics of either native plants or 

animals, Indigenous Cultural Heritage 

and Community Health.

Five students and two teachers 

from the Mount Isa Special State 

School painted power poles with 

Indigenous artwork as part of the 

cultural walking path. This is part of a 

larger community project which has 

involved more than 60 community 

members painting 30 power poles. 
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Bush walk with Mount 
Isa Land Care Group 
and Mount Isa Scouts

On February 22, Mount Isa Landcare 

with the support of the Regional 

Landcare Facilitator and Charles 

Curry from Southern Gulf Catchments 

Limited hosted the Mount Isa Scouts 

on a bushwalk along Corella River. 

A total of 28 people participated in 

the event which targeted ‘Weed of 

National signifi cance’ Bellyache bush. 

The group of walkers were divided 

into two groups to sweep the north 

and south banks of the river over 

a distance of 5 kilometres.  They 

were given a demonstration of what 

Bellyache bush looks like and were 

shown the easiest way to remove it. 

At the end of the bush walk the 

numbers of weeds collected were 

collated and medals were awarded 

to Lachlan Winter and Brent Smith 

from the Scouts for their hard work 

spotting and pulling out a high 

number of weeds. The combined 

total of weeds removed was 350. 

The tired group were provided with 

a hearty barbecue, cold drinks and 

ice-cream which was organised by 

the Regional Landcare Facilitator. 

The Mount Isa Scouts were thrilled 

with the event, as their participation 

contributed to them receiving their 

environment badge.

Through January-June 2015, a 

grand total of 1291 bellyache bush 

seedlings were removed. These 

numbers were well down from the 

peak of 15,000+ in 2010 and 6,685 in 

2014, showing that consistent and 

persistent treatment is paying off .

Richmond Field Days 

Pru Wharton, Regional Landcare 

Facilitator and Samantha Cullen, 

Technical offi  cer for War on Western 

weeds attended the annual 

Richmond Field Days on June 12-13.  

This event is considered one of our 

region’s biggest agricultural fi eld days 

within the Southern Gulf Catchment 

area.

An exhibit was established to engage 

the community in discussion about 

the achievements of SGC. A collection 

of promotional merchandise and 

informational literature was displayed 

and provided to the public. 

Over the two days the SGC display 

had a steady stream of adults and 

a large number of children. Future 

Beef had kindly supplied SGC with a 

badge machine and colouring books 

which provided a wonderful source 

of entertainment for the children. 

Crowds showed particular interest in 

containing the spreading of weeds 

in the region and wanting to know 

what SGC could do to help them with 

current funding.  

Up to 40 people inquired about the 

new SGC weed identifi cation book 

and weed, grazing and landcare 

brochure.  A popular display and 

interesting talking point was Petey 

the feral pig and Suzy the cow. They 

also became a big hit on the SGC 

Facebook and twitter pages with 

photos and stories of the weekend 

reaching over 3,000 people across the 

region.
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Financial Report

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited has shown a surplus this year. This has been a result of staff  

exceeding expectations by meeting outcomes while some members of the team have been on 

extended leave. SGC will commit the bulk of this surplus to outcomes and operations in 2015/16.

For the full fi nancial statements, refer to the website.

AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT 

45%

OTHER 
INCOME 

7%
BHP BILLITON

CANNINGTON 

3%

STATE 
GOVERNMENT 

45%

SOURCES OF INCOME AMOUNT (EX GST)

Australian Government 1,399,151.57

State Government 1,388,850.94

BHP Billiton Cannington 100,000.00

Other Income 213,305.94

TOTAL 3,101,308.45

Sources of Income

EXPENDITURE AMOUNT (EX GST)

Capacity Building 10,059.09

Community & Schools 17,772.53

Critical Habitats 50,000.00

NRM Planning 77,287.97

Pest Animals 347,179.54

Regional Landcare Facilitator Activities 52,160.84

Sustainable Grazing 259,791.64

Weeds 780,556.35

TOTAL 1,594,807.96

Project expenditure by type

WEEDS

49%

CAPACITY 
BUILDING

1%
COMMUNITY 
& SCHOOLS

1%
CRITICAL 
HABITATS

3%
ENHANCED 
GOVERNANCE

3%
NRM 
PLANNING

5%
SUSTAINABLE 
GRAZING

16%
PEST
ANIMALS

22%
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS REPORT TO THE
DIRECTORS OF SOUTHERN GULF CATCHMENTS LIMITED

22

Report on the Financial Report
We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report of Southern Gulf Catchment 
Limited, which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2015, income statement, statement of 
comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year ended 30 June 2015,
notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information, and the directors’ 
declaration. 

Directors’ Responsibility for the Financial Report
The directors of the company are responsible for the preparation of the financial report and have determined that the 
basis of preparation described in Note 1 to the financial report is appropriate to meet the requirements under the 
Australian Charites and Not-for-Profit Act 2012 and are appropriate to meet the needs of the members.  The directors’ 
responsibility also includes such internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of a 
financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We have conducted our audit in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Those standards require that we comply with relevant ethical 
requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the financial report is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material 
misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in order 
to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on 
the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the directors, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Independence
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of the Australian Charites and Not-for-
Profit Act 2012. We confirm that the independence declaration required by the Australian Charites and Not-for-Profit Act 
2012 which has been given to the directors Southern Gulf Catchment Limited, would be in the same terms if given to the 
directors as at the time of the auditor’s report.

Auditor’s Opinion 
In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial report of Southern Gulf Catchment 
Limited for the year ended 30 June 2015 and complies with Australian Accounting Standards to the extent described in 
Note 1 to the financial report.

Basis of Accounting
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of 
accounting. The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the directors’ reporting responsibilities to 
the members.  As a result, the financial report may not be suitable for another purpose.

O’Regan & Partners
Chartered Accountants
QCCU Building
70 Camooweal Street
MOUNT ISA QLD 4825

Peter O’Regan
Partner
Date:1 September 2015
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EXPENSES 2014-2015 2015

Employee benefi ts expense  872,811

Depreciation and amortisation expense  73,790 

Professional Fees  71,995

Information Technology  10,944

Project Expenditure  1,602,455

Bank and Credit Card Charges  1,195

Offi  ce Expenses  152,947

Meeting and Planning Expenses  27,313

Board Expenses  73,892 

Motor Vehicle Expenses  65,393

Travel Expenses  6,633

Other Expenses  41,145 
TOTAL  3,000,513

Expenses 2014-2015

EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS 
EXPENSE

29%
DEPRECIATION 
AND 
AMORTISATION 
EXPENSE

3%

PROFESSIONAL 
FEES

2%
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

0%

PROJECT 
EXPENDITURE

54%
BANK AND 
CREDIT CARD 
CHARGES

0%

OFFICE 
EXPENSES

5%
MEETING AND 
PLANNING 
EXPENSES

1%

BOARD 
EXPENSES

3%
MOTOR 
VEHICLE 
EXPENSES

2%

TRAVEL 
EXPENSES

0%
OTHER 
EXPENSES

1% 

EXPENSES 2013-2014 2014

Employee benefi ts expense  871,989 

Depreciation and amortisation expense  87,511

Professional Fees  27,157 

Information Technology  12,660

Project Expenditure  1,176,679

Bank and Credit Card Charges  916

Offi  ce Expenses  140,289

Meeting and Planning Expenses  17,548 

Board Expenses  79,155 

Motor Vehicle Expenses  64,709 

Travel Expenses  9,533 

Other Expenses  46,702
TOTAL  2,534,848 

Expenses 2013-2014

EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS 
EXPENSE

34%
DEPRECIATION 
AND 
AMORTISATION 
EXPENSE

3%

PROFESSIONAL 
FEES

1%
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

1%

PROJECT 
EXPENDITURE

46%
BANK AND 
CREDIT CARD 
CHARGES

0%

OFFICE 
EXPENSES

6%
MEETING AND 
PLANNING 
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1%

BOARD 
EXPENSES

3% 
MOTOR 
VEHICLE 
EXPENSES

3%

TRAVEL 
EXPENSES

0%
OTHER 
EXPENSES

2% 
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Images

Images with special thanks to:

ANN BRITTON PHOTOGRAPHY

 Ann Britton: 0428 281 423

www.annbrittonphotography.com.au

COUNTRY PIX PHOTOGRAPHY

Suzie McCowen: 4746  8712

www.countrypix.com.au

ISAEAGLE PHOTOGRAPHY

Marco Bracchi:  0431 275 447

facebook.com/isaeagle.photography

J. CURLEY

Jacqueline Curley: 4742 5956

www.jcurleyphotos.com.au

LEONIE WINKS PHOTOGRAPHY

 Leonie Winks:  0428 408 840

www.leoniewinksphotography.com
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The Southern Gulf Catchments Environment Fund 
was established to assist the practical combination 
of research, education and on ground partnerships 
already underway within the Catchment.

As an organisation, Southern Gulf Catchments Limited is committed to 
building and maintaining a sustainable healthy vibrant environment.

Being a tax deductable gift recipient fund allows for tax deductable 
donations over $2.00 to assist our work in specifi c environmental projects.

For further information please contact us.

Pat Fennell
SGC Environment Fund 

committee member



Contact
ADDRESS  43 Barkly Highway, 

Mount Isa Q 4825 

POST  PO Box 2211, 
Mount Isa Q 4825

PHONE  07 4743 1888  

FREECALL 1800 676 242

EMAIL  admin@southerngulf.com.au

WEB   www.southerngulf.com.au

FACEBOOK  Southern Gulf Catchments Limited

TWITTER  @southerngulf

Southern Gulf Catchments 
Limited is supported by:

Thank you for your 

ongoing support

Im
a

g
e:

  L
eo

n
ie

 W
in

ks
 P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
y


