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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
As I write this short Christmas message I wonder where the year has gone. In the
space of 12 months we have seen a number of changes on the political, world and
local stage.
We at Southern Gulf have also had a number of changes over the year; in January our
Operations Manager Simone Parker moved with her family to Emerald, Administration
Project Officer Tori Taylor moved to the Sunshine Coast in February and we welcomed
Felicity Elms as Tori’s replacement. In July, funding for the Community Environmental
Project Officer position was not renewed, therefore, Mick Brady moved into a new
role with Sort Recycling in Cloncurry. Our Sustainable Grazing Project Officer, Larissa
Lauder is now working under contract from her Gregory River base.
Southern Gulf Chairman of the Board Brian Atherinos also moved on as a change in
employment meant he could no longer remain as Chairman. We wish Brian well in his
new position.
From this newsletter you will see that a number of projects have still rolled on over the year even though the region
has faced drought and slowing economic conditions. All our staff, partners and stakeholders should be proud of the
achievements made over the past year whilst facing these difficulties. I join with you all in now looking forward to
the challenges of 2016.
May this Christmas season bring you all closer to those that you hold dear. For those travelling – travel safely and
enjoy any break you can get. I am wishing you and yours a Happy Christmas and a successful, prosperous New Year.
To quote Bob Hope

“When we recall Christmas past, we usually ﬁnd that the simplest things,
not the great occasions, give oﬀ the greatest glow of happiness.”
Merry Christmas – Bob Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
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On behalf of the Board of Directors I
would like to wish you, your families and
loved ones a very special Christmas.

We thank you for your support of our
efforts and we pledge to work even more
closely with you moving into the future.

I am delighted to extend Season’s
Greetings to all of the stakeholders,
friends, associates and partners of
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited.

We wish you a very happy holiday season
and an incoming year filled with peace,
joy, productivity and hopefully lots of rainy
days.

Your support during the 2015 year
helped us on our journey to improving
and protecting the region’s natural
resources.

Megan Munchenberg
Chairperson

www.southerngulf.com.au

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited Annual General Meeting
Mount Isa, November 26, 2015

SGC Director Charlie Hawkins and Kevin
Bawden, Richmond Shire Council

SGC CEO Bob Wilson, Alison Bohannon, and
Nathan March, DAF

Mick Brady, SORT Recycling, SGC Director
Sophie Keily and Jason Keily, Keily Mine
Management

SGC Chairperson Megan Munchenberg,
SGC Director Shane McCarthy and SGC Director
John Taylor

SGC Technical Officer Sam Cullen, SGC
Admin Officer Felicity Elms and Landcare
Facilitator Pru Wharton

SGC Project Coordinator Charles Curry and
Natalia Van Ryt, Mount Isa Landcare

Sandra and Tony McGrady, Mayor of Mount Isa

SGC Director Charlie Hawkins, SGC
Project Coordinator Charles Curry, SGC Interim
Operations Manager Andrew Maclean and
Nathan Morgan, DAF

Nathan March, DAF and SGC Director
Shane McCarthy

SGC Director John Taylor and Kate Masters,
Mount Isa Mines

Commerce North West Manager Sue Wicks
and SGC CEO Bob Wilson

www.southerngulf.com.au
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REGIONAL LANDCARE FACILITATOR UPDATE
Junior Fishing Workshops
McKinlay (Eastern Creek) and Richmond (Lake Fred Tritton)
March 27 and 28 saw Sunfish Qld, Mount Isa Landcare, the
Regional Landcare Facilitator and Richmond Fish Stocking
Group come together and host two junior fishing day
workshops. The Regional Landcare Facilitator, Pru Wharton,
together with Mark Van Ryt (Mount Isa Landcare group)
and John Lane (Sunfish Qld) travelled to Eastern Creek in
McKinlay Shire and Lake Fred Tritton, Richmond.
In attendance were 20 students from Julia Creek State School
and 26 students from Richmond State School.

Students were presented with their
own fishing tackle box courtesy
of Sunfish Lower Gulf and given a
demonstration on the different skills
required to master the art of fishing.
SGC Regional Landcare Facilitator, Pru,
supplied each of the kids with a special
showbag to take home that included
an information guide on responsible
fishing.

Richmond Field Days
Pru Wharton, Regional Landcare Facilitator and Samantha
Cullen, Technical Officer for War on Western Weeds attended
the annual Richmond Field Days on June 12-13. This event is
considered one of the biggest agricultural field days within the
Southern Gulf Catchment region.
An exhibit was set up to engage the community in discussion
about the achievements of SGC. A collection of promotional
merchandise and informational literature was displayed and
provided to the public.
Over the two days the SGC display had a steady stream of
adults and a large number of children. Future Beef had kindly
supplied SGC with a badge machine and colouring books
which provided a wonderful source of entertainment for the
children. Crowds showed particular interest in containing the
spreading of weeds in the region and wanting to know what
SGC could do to help them with current funding.
Up to 40 people inquired about the new SGC weed
identification book and weed, grazing and landcare brochure.
A popular display and interesting talking point was Petey the
feral pig and Suzy the cow. They also became a big hit on the
SGC facebook and twitter pages with photos and stories of the
weekend reaching over 3,000 people across the region.
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REGIONAL LANDCARE FACILITATOR UPDATE
Social Media Workshops
On June 17 and 18 SGC Regional Landcare Facilitator, Pru Wharton
held two social media workshops in Cloncurry and Richmond.
Alison Fairleigh from Mental Illness Fellowship North Queensland
was the presenter for the day and both workshops were subsidised
by the Regional Landcare Facilitator program.
The workshops were designed to connect people in the region
through social media. Participants were shown how to set up
facebook, twitter and instagram accounts. Alison also spoke indepth on how social media can connect you with the outside world
and the benefits it can have on your business and sometimes, a
person’s mental outlook.
Participants were given the tools and confidence to start
connecting with their neighbours, people in their town, their region
and beyond. All participants are now on facebook and twitter and
are receiving updates from our SGC facebook and twitter pages of
events, workshops or forums that SGC may be running in the region.

Regional Landcare Facilitator State Workshop | Adels Grove
This year Regional Landcare Facilitator (RLF), Pru Wharton and Southern Gulf Catchments Limited (SGC) hosted
the annual State RLF workshop at Adels Grove. This event is primarily hosted in Brisbane so it was a wonderful
opportunity for RLFs from around the state to sample the beauty the Southern Gulf region has to offer.
Sustainable Agriculture Facilitator, Kathryn Galea, RLFs from
twelve NRM groups, SGC project staff and guest speakers
attended the two day event. Guest presentations covered a range
of topics relevant to the Southern Gulf region. The diverse line-up
included Nathan March (DAF), Kevin Anderson (Carpentaria Land
Council Aboriginal Corporation), Larissa Lauder (Gregory River
Landcare Group), Lawn Hill National Park Rangers and St John
Kent (Conservation Farms Incorporated).
The second day consisted of a field trip to Lawn Hill Station where
Craig Young and Lux Lethbridge kindly drove attendees to some
of the project sites SGC has supported. The workshop was a huge
success and allowed SGC the chance to showcase some projects
that are happening in the region.

Reef, Range and Red Dust Conference
The SGC Regional Landcare Facilitator Pru Wharton attended the Reef,
Range and Red Dust conference in Caloundra on September 1-3. Megan
Munchenberg (SGC acting Chairperson) and John Taylor (SGC Director) also
attended and supported the Queensland Water and Land Carers (QWALC)
event on behalf of SGC. As President of the Gregory River Landcare
Group (GRLCG), Megan updated the crowd about projects the GRLGC has
successfully completed with support and funding from SGC.
The week consisted of a variety of interesting speakers and was a great
opportunity to network with other natural resource management groups
and Government officials.

www.southerngulf.com.au
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WAR ON WESTERN WEEDS UPDATE
Good Neighbour Program case study successfully completed
The Flinders Shire Good Neighbour Program case study
saw the collaboration of SGC, DAF and the Flinders Shire
Council in the implementation of weed-free protection
zones around the boundaries of 13 adjoining grazing
properties. Buffer zones were created along 430 km of
boundaries at a minimum width of 10 m with all priority
weeds being treated with soil-applied herbicide or
basal bark spraying in the presence of watercourses and
native vegetation.
All priority weeds within 167 watercourse buffer
protection zones were basal bark treated using diesel
and Access herbicide for a distance of 250 m equating
to an area of approximately 212.6 ha. These protection
zones were surveyed and underwent two treatments
to gain a more in-depth understanding of initial and
follow-up control costs.
The case study demonstrated that the establishment
of weed-free boundary protection zones could be
achieved with usually low to moderate cost and effort.
Additionally, five direct benefits of the Good Neighbour
Program were identified through the case study:
• Facilitating an immediate reduction in weed seed
movement between properties.
• Providing an incentive for landholders whose
properties are weed-free or who are aiming to

progress their properties or some paddocks to weedfree status.
• Transferring most of the burden of weed
management back to the owner of the property
producing the weed seed, rather than adjoining
property owners.
• Increasing the aspirations of landholders to manage
weeds, even in drought conditions.
• Exposing landholders to new control methods and
providing real data on likely costs.
An additional case study exploring the potential
complexities of boundary weed buffer zones in varying
landscapes is underway with a second site identified in
the Muttaburra area.
A copy of the completed case study is available through
SGC and DAF Cloncurry.

Prickly Acacia Spread Prevention Technical Forum
The continued spread of prickly acacia is a major concern for the Southern Gulf region.
Although this weed is present in a large portion of the Southern Gulf region there is still
potential for this nationally significant weed to invade new areas and increase in density.
To help combat this issue, representatives from local councils,
government agencies, landholders and NRM staff were gathered to
discuss principle vectors and refine or identify new priority actions. The
DAF-led forum was held to complement the spread prevention aspects
of the War on Western Weeds initiative. The Forum was supported
by SGC through Technical Officer Sam Cullen and was attended by
fourteen participants. A number of technical updates were
presented to the group by Dr Emma Carlos, Dr Wayne Vogler
and Nathan March on new ecological knowledge including
stock as seed vectors and the water movement of pods. The
group was then tasked with identifying weed seed vectors
and their level of impact, allowing the WoWW team to fully
understand varying views on this complex issue. Potential
actions to reduce weed spread via these vectors were listed
and evaluated on ease and impact.
The findings of the Prickly Acacia Spread Prevention Technical
Forum will be developed into a report which will identify
future research opportunities, extension and the further fine
tuning of on-farm hygiene practices.
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WEED MANAGEMENT UPDATE
Lawn Hill Creek rubber vine; can it be stopped?
Lawn Hill Creek downstream from Boodjamulla National Park runs for 100 km
through Lawn Hill Station and finally joins Gregory River on Almora. Surveys
in 2005, 2009 and 2012 have recorded scattered infestations of rubber vine on
Lawn Hill Creek below the National Park. Various sections of the upper reaches of
the creek have been contract basal bark treated in 2005, 2008, 2010, 2013
and 2014, with over $190,000 of Australian and Queensland government
funding expended.
A helicopter survey of the upper reaches below the Park in early 2015 by
station manager Lux Lethbridge and pilot Dan Clarke found a number of
sites of rubber vine not previously recorded. A ground survey by SGC’s
Charles Curry better determined the extent and density of rubber vine
at those sites and urgent treatment was deemed necessary. Fortunately,
funding of $72,520 through the Australian Government Critical Habitats
and Queensland Government NRM Investment program was available
and administered by Gregory River Landcare Group. In May 2015,
contract treatment by 13 operators over 12 days covering 18 aerially and
ground-surveyed infestations of rubber vine below Boodjamulla National
Park along upper Lawn Hill Creek, Pages Creek and flood-out areas in River,
Fort William, Coriander and Front Heifer Paddocks was undertaken. Large areas of both sides of Lawn Hill Creek
and tributary Pages Creek were walked and scattered and dense infestations were treated by basal bark spraying
with Access and diesel. The area treated is estimated at 400 ha pending a full ground monitoring and treatment
evaluation survey already commenced and planned to be completed in January 2016.
This treatment is considered to have occurred just in time but a lot more work is required. More surveys will be needed
– an earlier survey showed up more infestations downstream from the 2015 treated sites and these need to be treated
as well as extensive follow-up work on the 2015 sites. Funding for these projects is uncertain but continued vigilance
and treatments are crucial if the upper sections of Lawn Hill Creek are to be rehabilitated and remain so.

Mount Isa Scouts hitting bellyache bush again
Mount Isa Landcare Group members, responding to a tip-off, carried
out surveillance work on Leichhardt River near the airport and
discovered and recorded several bellyache bush infestation sites.
Bellyache bush is a Weed of National Significance, a great threat
to the riverain environment and requires treatment wherever it is
found. A walk down the river to remove the bellyache bush plants
was planned for Sunday 22 November and Mount Isa Scouts were
invited to join the Landcare group.
The scout troop performed admirably in February this year removing
bellyache bush down Corella River in extremely hot conditions. This
time, two leaders with four scouts keen on attaining their Landcare
badge joined four of Mount Isa Landcare’s members and walked the
stretch of Leichhardt River with bellyache bush and removed over
100 plants, most of which would have seeded within three months
so a big increase in the size and extent of the infestation has been
averted. As always, follow-up is essential because the weed will have
a seed bank in the ground and more seedlings are inevitable until
that seed bank is exhausted.
More weed eradication missions are planned by Mount Isa Landcare in 2016, including bellyache bush on Corella
River and rubber vine on Gorge Creek, West Leichhardt Station just outside Mount Isa. More volunteers are invited
to join the Landcare Group so anyone in or around Mount Isa who is interested in getting rid of these destructive
weeds should contact Group President Mark Van Ryt on 0419 752 568.

www.southerngulf.com.au
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SARUS CRANE AWARDS
The Southern Gulf Catchments
Sarus Crane awards have recognised
six environmental champions for
their contributions to improving
and protecting our regions natural
resources.
Junior Prize
Kash Harrison-Douglas
Kash is a keen volunteer, always
putting his hand up to participate
in gardening activities. This year
he helped to plant a vegie garden
at his school and planted trees in
conjunction with National Tree
Day. He also assists his teacher
with helping younger students
to plant seeds and care for the
garden. His enthusiasm encourages
his classmates to participate in
gardening activates.

Chelsea McKavanagh
Chelsea ran the Clean-Up Australia
Day project at her school (Good
Shepherd Catholic College)
and educated students on the
importance of this day. Her efforts
significantly decreased the amount
of rubbish around her school. In
coordinating this project she was
able to increase her relationship
with the school community and
connect with a broad range of
students.

Business Prize
SORT Recycling North
Queensland
Sort Recycling North Queensland
aims to reduce the amount of waste
going into landfill and transform the
items you throw away into things
you’ll want to keep forever. The
organisation makes furniture and
other items from used wood and
metal, grows native plants as well
as fruit, vegetables and flowers, has
established community gardens in
Cloncurry, Richmond and Hughenden, collected food waste
and turned it into valuable compost and provided work-ready
skills to unemployed people. Their efforts have contributed
to community members actively participating in the program
by donating used items such as furniture and wood and has
communities in three towns learning about the importance of
reducing waste.

Group Prize
Mount Isa Scout Group
Mount Isa Scout Group have
recently completed a bellyache
bush weed walk down the
Corella River and pulled out over
350 plants. They also participated
in a short walk down Leichardt
River to remove more bellyache
bush.
They helped to clean up Lake Moondara’s junction during
Clean Up Australia Day, which saw two ute loads of rubbish
transported to the dump. The Scout group has developed
a keen interest in natural resource management and they
recognise that Landcare is a great fit with the ethos of their
group. The Scouts agree that Landcare can be a fun social
activity and develop individual resilience and bush skills while
completing worthwhile environmental projects.

Individual Prize
Neil Owens

School Prize
Townview State School
Townview State School developed their own communal
garden and yarning space using local indigenous trees and
bush tucker plants. The aim of their project was to plant native
plants that are drought resistant. Their garden also attracted
greater fauna and birdlife to the area. The completed space
resulted in greater community participation and support
within the school culture. The space has been utilised as
a learning environment for students as well as providing
a natural connection between traditional knowledge and
modern ways. The school has seen an adjustment in the
attitudes of students towards caring for the environment
and sustainability. The cultural garden has instilled pride,
ownership and sense of cultural identity amongst students,
parents and teachers alike.
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Over the past 12
months Neil has
been instrumental in
setting up a garden
at Healy State School.
He has worked on
activities including
collecting, preparing
and propagating seeds, repotting seedlings and weeding as
well as fertilizing and watering of plants at the nursery and
gardens. Neil has grown over 1000 plants at the nursery at the
Positive Learning Unit. These plants have then been planted at
a number of local schools including Townview, Barkly, Healy,
St Joseph’s Mount Isa and Cloncurry Girl Guide hut. Neil has
been a leader at the Positive Learning Unit, teaching other
students about seeds, plants and gardens. He sets a great
example to fellow students about the importance of behaving
positively towards each other and the environment. This
young man is also enthusiastic about sampling all the food he
has grown in both the healthy food and native plant garden.

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited

PLANNING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE
SOUTHERN GULF
Southern Gulf Catchments NRM plan
close to completion
Southern Gulf Catchments reached an important
milestone in the renewal of the regional NRM plan with
a presentation to members at the recent Annual General
Meeting.
The Regional NRM plan plays a very important role in
identifying the most important assets in the region, the
priority issues for each asset and the outcomes sought
during the planning period.
It is the framework for future NRM investment in the
region.
A critical purpose of the plan is to ensure it reflects the
knowledge and aspirations of the regional community
along with the best available scientific information.
Southern Gulf Catchments’ long-established relationships
in the regional community ensure that the plan will be
firmly grounded in our region, responding to regional
needs and proposing regionally-relevant responses.
Australian Government funding support for the plan
requires that it incorporates a regionally-relevant
response to climate change – identifying risks, and
proposing adaptation and mitigation activities relevant
to the Southern Gulf region.
Collaboration with other northern Australian NRM
bodies has helped Southern Gulf Catchments to access
the best available scientific analysis and predictions to
support planning decisions. For example, our colleagues

at Northern Gulf Resource Management Group have
produced Spatial Analysis of Southern Gulf Climate
Change Datasets for NRM Planning, which provides
very detailed information about current environmental
values and predicted change under different climate
change scenarios.
Southern Gulf has engaged NRM planning and climate
expert Rohan Hampden to integrate community
input and scientific information to bring the plan to
completion. Rohan’s energy and expertise will help
ensure a quality product.
The draft plan and important technical appendices
are available on the Southern Gulf website. While the
formal consultation period has ended, Southern Gulf
Catchments would be happy to discuss planning issues
and opportunities as the finishing touches are put on
the plan, due for completion early in 2016.

Climate Change impacts on our
Aboriginal communities
The recently published report “Climate Change in
northern Australia” presents information specifically for
Aboriginal people in northern Australia.
Produced by CSIRO and Griffith University, the report
highlights expected changes in the monsoonal north.
For the Southern Gulf region, predicted sea level rises
are a major concern for the extensive low-lying coastal
ecosystems of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
According to the report, over the last 20 years, sea levels
in northern Australia have been rising 7 to 11 mm each
year.
Projected forward for several decades, these sea level
rises will be the source of much change in our mangrove
forests, our river estuaries and low lying coastal plains.
The report highlights opportunities for Traditional

Owners to contribute towards reducing greenhouse gas
emissions through changes in the way fire is managed.
Early season burning is already widely practised in the
Northern Territory, reducing emissions and providing
revenue for the Traditional Owners who manage fire in
this way.
Southern Gulf Catchments has copies of the report to
distribute to our regional Aboriginal communities and it
can be found online at www.territorynrm.org.au

www.southerngulf.com.au
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS WITH SGC
BUSINESS MANAGER MAREE BERLIN
I REALLY LOVE CHRISTMAS!
We have been living in Mount Isa for over 10 years now (and the years are going so
quickly). This time of year is a really special time of year for my family. It’s the only time of
year that everything seems to stop for a couple of days and we all try and travel to spend
this time with each other (some of us have to travel really long distances to do this).
Every family has their own traditions, whether it’s putting up the Christmas tree on December 1 together, opening
one gift on Christmas Eve, or putting out a biscuit and milk for Santa and carrots and apples for the reindeer.

Some family traditions will
be around forever like my
Grandmother’s Mango Salad:

My Mum’s Seafood
Salad:
Seafood extender
(separate into chunks)
diced celery (to taste)
cream
salt and pepper

Slice or dice fresh mangoes
sour cream (to taste)
finely diced red onion (to taste)
mix together

My Sister’s Rice Salad:
Brown rice (cooked and cooled)
finely diced granny smith apple
finely diced red onion
currents or sultanas or dried cranberries

… And My Christmas
Rocky Road
Cranberries or sultanas
almonds or peanuts
glace’ cherries
dark or milk chocolate
marshmallows
desiccated coconut
Mix in a bowl and line a tray with banking
paper.
Refrigerate until firm and cut into bite
size pieces for serving (use a hot knife to
cut through easier)
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Merry Christmas from Maree, Emma, Siôn and Taylah

My Sister-inLaws’s Rum Balls:
1 tin condensed milk
8-9 Weet-Bix
2 tablespoons cocoa
½ cup shredded coconut
(and extra to roll them in)
1 cup sultanas
2 tablespoons rum (or
more if you want!)

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited

NEWS OF INTEREST
The SGC oﬃce will be closed from 5pm
Friday December 18 and reopen at 8.30am
on Monday January 4, 2016.

WHO ARE WE?
SGC is the region’s only community-based
organisation that has the sole purpose of working
with all land managers to address natural
resource issues at the landscape level - building
collaboration, gathering and sharing information
and brokering funding for on-ground work.

HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD!
Become a member of Southern
Gulf Catchments Limited
Membership $20 (including gst) annually
• Attract funds to the region by expanding the membership base of SGC
• Influence Natural Resource Management (NRM) decision making in
your region
• Provide feedback to Southern Gulf Catchments about their activities
• Recommend strategic NRM initiatives and opportunities for the region
• Find out about and discuss national environmental
issues and initiatives affecting our region
• The opportunity to participate in topic-specific
discussions that can affect your life
• Southern Gulf Links Quarterly Newsletter
• Regular and current NRM information

FUNDING
AVAILABLE
FOR SOUTHERN
GULF PROJECTS
Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited has funding available
through the Australian
Government’s National Landcare
Program to support community
projects that
• Protect the natural
environment
• Recover or protect native
pastures to support
sustainable grazing
• Support schools and
community groups to
participate in natural resource
management
Further details are included in
the linked flyers above.

If you are interested
in funding support for
your project, please
contact Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited to
discuss your proposals.
SGC can be contacted
on 07 4743 1888 and
admin@southerngulf.com.au.
Further information about the
Targeted Investment Program
and available funding can be
found on the Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited website
www.southerngulf.com.au.

INTRODUCING
SOUTHERN GULF NRM
The Southern Gulf Catchments team are excited to announce
the name of the company will be changed from ‘Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited’ to ‘Southern Gulf NRM’.
The name change will simplify the extended version whilst
including the reference to our Natural Resource Management
(NRM) role and thereby remaining relevant to our funding bodies.
Keep an eye out over the coming months as we roll out our new
logo, branding and style!

www.southerngulf.com.au
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CONTACT
Entry in 2014 SGC photo competition
Kerry Brisbane

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited is supported by:

Address 43 Barkly Highway,
Mount Isa Q 4825
Post PO Box 2211, Mount Isa Q 4825
Phone 07 4743 1888
Email admin@southerngulf.com.au
Web www.southerngulf.com.au

