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VISION STATEMENT

Leaders in regional natural
resource management
MISSION STATEMENT

Enabling and engaging
the community to manage
and enhance, through best
practice, the region’s natural
assets for current and future
generations.
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Chairman's Report
BRIAN ATHERINOS

The 2013/14 year has seen the Board of Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited (SGC) continue their great work
to ensure sound, proficient and effective governance
practices are maintained and implemented. The board
has remained active in ensuring a strong future for the
Southern Gulf region, its members and stakeholders.
With the completion of this financial year all NRM bodies
will be affected by some further Government budgetary
changes. The SGC board realise and understand that when
the political environment around us changes so does
some priorities and procedures (to which we must adapt).
I am proud to say that the board is currently reviewing its
current constitution to look at possibilities to introduce
further skills which can be seen to better represent all
sectors and add further weight to an already strong board.
All members, partners and stakeholders will be consulted
with in the future to ensure the direction of SGC follows
the wants and needs of all in our region.
An extension of last years key works in motion are;
• SGC Strategic planning document being under review
and I am pleased to say that the review was completed
with positive changes adopted.
• A risk management workshop was held which allowed
the board to further understand the importance of a
risk matrix.
• Board member work plans reviewed and used to assist
with direction and appraisal process.
Other board focuses;
• Community engagement planning.
• Succession planning initiatives.
• Upgrading regional natural resource management plan.
• Improving collaborations/project partnership with
neighbouring NRM groups and similar bodies.
There has been a host of other initiatives undertaken by
the board throughout the year from reviewing policies
and procedures, attending various meetings and collating
sector based information for further discussion.
The board of SGC, Megan Munchenberg, Sophie Keily,
Shane McCarthy, John Taylor and Charlie Hawkins; I
congratulate and thank for not only their work they have
completed but their passion they bring to their role.
Charlie Hawkins has again Chaired our Finance and Audit
Committee (FAC) this year and I would like to thank
Charlie for his time and leadership. The committee is well
supported by the Business Manager Maree Berlin who
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this year has completed her works to an excellent level
demonstrated by another seamless audit process (and also
is to be congratulated on the extra addition to her family).
Bob Wilson the CEO of SGC has again conducted himself in
a most proficient and professional manner. Bob has been
more then helpful in assisting myself and the board in
board matters.
To all of the staff of SGC who are out there in the field
I thank you, your works have not gone unnoticed, I
personally make an effort each time I enter the office to
see each and every one of you as you are all great people
and the board hold you all in high regard, we see you as
assets within the business not just employees.
SGC in the next year will be continuing to work to the
strategic planning document, creating new individual
board member work plans and constantly measure its
performance on given tasks to ensure productivity and
efficient measures at board level are maintained.
I again thank all of the members and stakeholders for your
continued support.
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited are unable to control
natural environmental occurrences but we will continue
to assist in works to help reduce risk and improve care and
nurture the environment in which we represent.

Chief Executive Officer's Report
ROBERT WILSON

Southern Gulf Catchments Limited (SGC) has continued
to build on our 11 year history as an integrated and
innovative Natural Resource Management (NRM) group
over the past year working closely with the communities
of the Southern Gulf Region.
A number of our on-ground projects will be outlined in
the case studies included in this report. With the prevailing
pressures from climate and economic conditions our
projects for the year have understandably centred around
the grazing industry, weed control management & advice,
assisting biodiversity outcomes, facilitating regional
Landcare activities, urban schools and communities
projects and mapping including GIS support.
This year represented the second year of a five year
Australian Government funded programme for SGC.
By the end of 2014 this programme would have been
renegotiated to reflect the influence and design of the
new National Landcare Programme (NLP).
The NLP gets back to some of the fundamental principles
which NRM groups have been advocating for some
time, (communities being involved with caring for the
environment and managing landscapes). There is also a
focus on maintenance and improvement of ecosystems,
sustainable agricultural outcomes, management and
reduction of environmental threats & pressures, regional
planning and prioritisation and climate variability.
The Queensland regional NRM bodies have also continued
to receive State Government support in 2013/14 and
this has resulted in SGC being able to work closely with
a number of similar minded groups in the north west of
the state to achieve great outcomes in a difficult year. Our
partners are highlighted later in this report and I would
like to publicly thank all of them for their support and trust
over the past year. They have continued to work alongside
SGC through a turbulent time and are specifically
acknowledged for their assistance.

members and partners. The time needed to meet in cities
such as Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra and Brisbane has
meant that I have not always been available to attend
functions and events within the Southern Gulf region. I
have tried wherever possible to have a staff member or
Director deputise for me, so that we can communicate
changes, update members and gain an understanding of
the issues evolving within the region. Thank you to those
who have assisted in this area as well.
Our abridged Audited Financial Statements are included in
this report. The full Financials are available on our website.
The audit met the highest standards of accountability
and transparency for a not for profit organisation and I
congratulate all those who were involved in this result.
Over the past 10 years we have built a small reserve in our
finances. This will hold SGC in good stead over the coming
years given the tighter budgetary conditions which are
expected.
In closing, I would like to thank and acknowledge all the
staff and contractors who have worked to make SGC the
success it is, in particular over the 2013/14 year. Many
have contributed beyond normal expectation, which
displays the compassion they hold for the industry
and for achieving the outcomes for which they strive.
I acknowledge the travel on weekends and nights, the
sharing of vast amounts of experience and intellect, the
networking and contribution which underpin all of SGC’s
outcomes. It is a privilege to work with you all. Thank you.
To the Chairman and Directors of SGC, thank you for the
wisdom, support, time and effort given to me over the
year. Your governance and risk management continues to
keep the company in a sound position.

The linkages and synergies between these groups have
developed throughout the past year in line with the SGC
Strategic Plan. These are now paying real dividends in
terms of what we have been able to achieve with the
funding available.
As CEO, I have been required to travel regularly to meet
and discuss the changing priorities of our investors,
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TAKING AIM
AT EROSION
CONTROL
THE BIG PICTURE
On many properties across northern
Australia washouts are common and
are a result of water not being able to
flow naturally across the landscape,
typically due to infrastructure such
as roads or fences. Erosion not
only impacts the landscape and
biodiversity but is a direct and
sometimes hidden cost to producers
in terms of labour, maintenance and
reduced productivity.
Studies in the Northern Territory
indicate that effective erosion
control measures can help reduce
maintenance costs of station tracks
by 30-50%, reduce travelling time
along station tracks by up to 10%,
reduce the amount of soil and
silt flowing into stock waters and
watercourses, improve pastures on
degraded or scalded country and
provide a safer working environment.

“It is really surprising how
deceptive the lay of the land
can be, unless you are actually
at the site watching the water
flow it is very easy to fall into
the trap of putting the right
works in the wrong place.
This of course can often make
the problem worse.”
NORTH WEST QUEENSLAND
LANDHOLDER
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“We really enjoyed it. It was interesting to find out
what you can do to stop erosion because we try
to do as much as we can. Surveying equipment
was the really new bit to us..…a very handy
implement to have on the place.”
NORTH WEST QUEENSLAND LANDHOLDER
WHY THIS ACTIVITY
IS IMPORTANT
Using machinery and other resources
can be a costly exercise so it is critical
to ensure erosion prevention and
control activities are effective. One
of the key factors is location of
banks and drains, with many being
placed ineffectively and therefore
exacerbating or simply diverting
the problem. Using a dumpy level
or laser level to accurately mark
the positioning of erosion control
measures is generally underutilised
and drastically increases the success
of control measures.

WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED
In April 2014, graziers across the
Southern Gulf attended two erosion
control workshops presented by Darryl
Hill from SoilSave and Bob Shepherd
from the Queensland Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

The focus of the workshops was
on developing practical skills for
minimising and repairing soil
erosion, so as to assist with property
management and improving
production. At both workshops
participants commented on the
value of using the dumpy level rather
than judging by eye.
Thanks must go to Fred and Carmel
Shephard at Boomarra Station south
of Burke and Wills Roadhouse and
also to Dave, Jan, Bruce and Jess
Collyer at Rosevale Station north
of Hughenden for hosting the
workshops.

WHAT NEXT?
Soil erosion and land degradation
have been identified by Southern
Gulf Catchments Limited’s Pastoral
Industry Advisory Group (PIAG) as a
key concern for the region and future
workshops will be coordinated to
address the issue. Keep an eye out
for a workshop near you or contact
SGC’s Regional Landcare Facilitator,
Pru Wharton, to express an interest in
attending or hosting a workshop.
This project was supported
by Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited through funding from
the Australian Government.

PROJECT DELIVERY PARTNERS 20132014
Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation
Central State School
Cloncurry Shire Council
Direct Employment Services
Desert Channels Group
Ewamian Aboriginal Corporation
Flinders Shire Council
Gregory River Landcare Group
Hughenden State School
Mitchell River Watershed Management Group
Mount Isa School of the Air
Mount Isa and Cloncurry PCYC
Northern Gulf Resource Management Group Ltd
Pastoral companies and individual landholders
Queensland Government Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Forestry
Richmond Shire Council
Spinifex State College
St Joseph’s Catholic School, Cloncurry
St Joseph’s Catholic School Mount Isa
St Kieren’s Catholic Primary School, Mount Isa

INVESTORS 20132014
Australian Government | Queensland Government | Glencore

GIS AND
MAPPING
ACTIVITIES
Maps are an essential part of any
natural resource management (NRM)
project and can be a valuable tool for
property planning, development and
management.
This year Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited’s (SGC) GIS and Mapping
Coordinator, Steve Cobbin, has been
busy preparing the following maps
for various end users including SGC
project staff, landholders and other
organisations.
45 maps developed for project
mapping and monitoring. These
maps enable Project Officers to
establish base line information and
then monitor and measure activities

and achievements. They can also
be an important planning tool for
ongoing projects.
12 maps developed to support
funding applications and
reporting. These maps assist in
demonstrating the scope and scale of
projects and progress towards overall
outcomes.
15 maps developed for property
planning and management. These
maps assist landholders to make
informed property-level decisions
and can include information such as
land types and current and proposed
infrastructure.
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PROJECT DELIVERS
LASTING LEGACY FOR
LANDCARE GROUP
THE BIG PICTURE
Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited (SGC) considers Landcare,
producer and community groups
to be vitally important in delivering
and maintaining positive land
management outcomes. In the
Southern Gulf region these groups are
perhaps even more critical given the
large tracts of land managed and the
range of issues faced by a relatively
small population.
Between 2012 and 2014, SGC and the
Gregory River Landcare Group (GRLG)
worked together to deliver a project
aimed at reducing the impacts of
bellyache bush on the Gregory River.
This project has now wrapped up
but there are lasting benefits for the
GRLG in continuing their fight against
bellyache bush and other weeds along
the iconic river and surrounding areas.

WHY THIS ACTIVITY
IS IMPORTANT
The Gregory River is one of the few
permanently flowing freshwater
rivers in northwest Queensland and is
nationally recognised for its ecological
and cultural values. The river also
passes through productive grazing
lands.
In 2013, the National Bellyache Bush
Management Committee declared
the management objective for the
Nicholson/Gregory catchment as
‘reducing spread’.
Current infestations also pose
significant threats to adjacent
catchments. To the north-west
the Settlement Creek catchment is
classified as High Risk Prevention, and
to the east the Leichhardt catchment
is classified as an Eradication Zone.

WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED
Bellyache bush (Jatropha
gossypiifolia) is an aggressive,
perennial shrub growing up to
4 metres tall. It mostly spreads
along rivers and creeks but can
tolerate a range of soil types
including exposed rock crevices.
Devastating impacts of this weed
include reduced production value
of grazing land, exclusion of native
species, and destabilisation of soils
leading to increased erosion and
changed fire patterns. Bellyache
bush is also highly toxic to humans
and animals particularly when
ingested and has been known to
cause stock deaths. Economically,
bellyache bush compromises
agricultural production and
tourism which along with mining
are the three main industries for
the Gregory River district.
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This project aimed to support the
Gregory River Landcare group in their
weed control efforts and provide
a focus for the future direction of
bellyache bush control.
Bellyache bush infestation sites were
mapped in detail, with 21 known
infestations now identified within the
Gregory River catchment. Infestations
range in size from less than 1 hectare
to 138 hectares and have been
recorded on freehold, leasehold, town
common and road reserves.
Of the 21 known infestations, nine
have now been flagged for eradication
while the rest are containment zones.
These nine sites have been selected
due to their relatively small size and
their risk of spread to clean or high risk
areas.

A core component of this project
involved collating information about
bellyache bush which may be relevant
to control within the Gregory River
catchment. This information was
used to assess which factors were
most likely to cause bellyache bush
to spread and how this could be
managed or influenced by the GRLG
and other land managers.
Water was identified as the highest
risk of spread through annual flood
events. Four management actions
were identified to reduce this risk:
prioritise upstream infestations, time
treatments to minimise spread by
flooding, monitor the river system
for changes to the watercourses and
monitor the flood zones and ‘flood
tide lines’ for early establishment.
Other important spread risk factors
include:
• ballisticochory where the seeds
literally explode from the parent
plant (up to 13 metres can be
gained)
• spread by animals (both ants and
bower birds are known to spread
bellyache bush)
• extraction of materials including
water, gravel and soil by local
government, contractors and local
businesses
• spread of the seeds and plant
cuttings by recreational river users,
local and private land users and
mining or exploration companies.
The key management actions for
reducing the four additional risks
above are treating priority infestations
prior to seeding, monitoring the river
system focussing on high risk sites and
providing appropriate information on
prevention of spread to the various
land users.

BELLYACHE
BUSH

Help
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PRICKLY
ACACIA

Bellyache bush (Jatropha gossypiifolia) is an
aggressive, perennial shrub growing up to 4 metres
tall. It mostly spreads along rivers and creeks
but can tolerate a range of soil types including
exposed rock crevices. Its devastating impacts
include reduced production value of grazing
land, exclusion of native species, destabilisation
of soils leading to increased erosion and changed
ﬁre patterns.
BELLYACHE BUSH IS HIGHLY TOXIC TO
HUMANS AND ANIMALS. INGESTING ANY
PART OF THE PLANT IS POTENTIALLY FATAL.
MILD CASES OF POISONING CAN ALSO
OCCUR THROUGH FAILURE TO WASH HANDS
AFTER HANDLING THE PLANT. SYMPTOMS
OF POISONING INCLUDE ACUTE INTESTINAL
PAIN AND A BURNING SENSATION IN THE
THROAT APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES
AFTER CONSUMPTION, FOLLOWED BY
SEVERE NAUSEA AND VOMITING. SEEK
URGENT MEDICAL ATTENTION IF YOU
SUSPECT BELLYACHE BUSH POISONING HAS
OCCURRED.
Presently bellyache bush is restricted to a few
dense infestations including the town common
and nearby camping areas along the Gregory
River but it has the potential to invade the entire
lower catchment.

Prickly acacia (Acacia

vine, bellyache bush, prickly acacia and calotrope.

its canopy. It also contributes to wildlife

Some of our outdoor activities can contribute to the introduction
and spread of weeds. Camping, bushwalking and four-wheel
driving can accidentally spread seeds which stick to clothes,
vehicles and equipment.

habitat loss, declining soil health, erosion,

Dense patches of weeds can impact on YOUR recreation by
restricting access, decreasing an area’s natural beauty and
reducing habitat for native species.

Gregory River area are relatively sparse and

and provides refuge for feral animals.
Current infestations of prickly acacia in the
most are under management but it has a

Here are some simple steps you can take to help stop the spread:

high risk of rapid spread. Please do your
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bit to help control this Weed of National
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wash-down facilities regularly

UÊ Check clothing, vehicles and equipment for weed seeds,
fruits, plant offcuts and soil

Signiﬁcance by not transporting any of its
distinct seed pods.

UÊ Stay within designated camping areas and roadways to
prevent further degradation to vegetation and soil and to
assist with prevention of seed spread
UÊ Don’t collect seeds, fruits or leaves
UÊ Don’t sweep your horse ﬂoat out in the bush

RUBBER VINE
Rubber vine (Cryptostegia grandiﬂora) is one
of the worst and most visible weeds along the
Gregory River with its shiny green leaves, pink
to white bell shaped ﬂowers and distinctive
two fruit capsules set at right angles. It is
a woody, perennial vine that aggressively
smothers trees and other vegetation forming
impenetrable thickets. It is also known to
spread away from fringing streams and river
systems into ﬂood zones where it develops
into a self-supporting, drooping shrub.
Rubber vine kills the native trees it grows on
which in turn has irreversible impacts on native
ecosystems, as well as grazing,
tourism and cultural activities.
Rubber vine seeds are mostly
spread on the wind and water
but can also be transported by
people and animals.

UÊ Remove weed seeds from animals by brushing them thoroughly
and cleaning horses’ hooves before and after you travel
UÊ Be a smart and caring traveller by familiarising yourself with
the weeds of the state/territory you are travelling in

CALOTROPE
Calotrope (Calotropis procera) is a shrub or
small tree 2-6 metres tall with a waxy stem
and milky sap. It is also known as rubber
bush in the Northern Territory. Seeds are
primarily wind borne. While it is known
to spread into healthy pastures it seems
to prefer disturbed soils so roadsides
and recreational areas are particularly

Thankyou to the followingg …

vulnerable.
Although present in the region since
early settlement, calotrope appears to be
increasing rapidly in the Gregory area in
the last decade. Similar to most weeds
it impacts on agricultural production and
degrades native habitat. Calotrope is not a
declared plant in Queensland but has been
declared a priority weed for the Burke Shire.

Information gained about the spread
risks and ecology of bellyache bush
also provided an opportunity to map
the potential spread of the weed
in the Gregory River catchment
and surrounding areas. The results
are the worst case scenario but are
very realistic, if the weed was to
continue uncontrolled. It clearly
shows incursion of the weed into the
prevention and eradication zones
of adjacent catchments and much
of the area where it would spread
most widely is on the floodplains and
open downs country, which would
significantly impact beef production.

WHAT NEXT
Whilst the on ground component
of this project was important, long
term benefits to the community and
environment have been built through
up-skilling the group and developing
resources which allow them to move
forward strategically.
The group now have:
• A clear picture of the extent of the
bellyache bush infestation
• A list of priority infestations
including preferred actions
• Tools and information to assist with
funding applications and planning
• Land managers in the area who are
trained and accredited for chemical
control

As part of the project Blitzing
bellyache bush (Jatropha
gossypiifolia) on the Gregory
River 2012-2014:
• Over 500 ha of infestations
treated over successive years
totalling 1294ha treated
• Over 530 kilometres of river
and creeks surveyed by air,
foot and boat
• 20 known infestations mapped
in detail and prioritised for
treatment
• 1 previously unknown
infestation found (another
has also since been located
by a Gregory River Landcare
member)
• 42 photo points established to
monitor changes in spread and
density
• $90 000 grant money spent
on bellyache bush control in
catchment
• 1 sign developed to help
tourists limit their impact on
weed spread
• 30 people trained in chemical
handling and application
• Reports and communications
materials to assist in funding
applications, planning and
extension

• Monitoring sites established
• Communication materials available
to help inform land users about
what they can do to reduce the
spread
More detailed information about
the project or future activities are
available from the Gregory River
Landcare Group at
gregorylandcare@hotmail.com.

The Blitzing bellyache bush
(Jatropha gossypiifolia) on the
Gregory River project was supported
by Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited through funding from
the Australian Government.
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5 sites
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Control of Rubber Vine
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Based on Cadastral Data provided with the
permission of the Department of Environment
and Resource Management.
© Copyright Southern Gulf Catchments Ltd 2009.
While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy
of this data, The Department of Environment and
Resource Management and Southern Gulf
Catchments Ltd make no representations or
warranties about its accuracy, reliability,
completeness or suitability for any particular
purpose and disclaims all responsibility and all
liability (including without limitation, liability or
negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages
(including indirect or consequential damage) and
costs which might be incurred as a result of the
data being inaccurate or incomplete in any way
and for any reason. This map is not to be sold or
re-made as part of a commercial product.

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX,
Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GISWINTON
User Community

EDUCATING
OUR FUTURE
NRM LEADERS
THE BIG PICTURE
Developing a greater awareness and
understanding of natural resource
management (NRM) within the
Southern Gulf community, is one of
the main roles undertaken by Mick
Brady, Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited’s Community Environment
Project Officer. One way Mick has
achieved this over the past year, is
through delivering presentations
and activities to school groups, and
in particular a number of Mount Isa
School of the Air (SOTA) Mini-Schools
across the region.

“Do not train a child to
learn by force or harshness;
but direct them to it by
what amuses their minds,
so that you may be better
able to discover with
accuracy the peculiar bent
of the genius of each.”
PLATO
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WHY THIS ACTIVITY
IS IMPORTANT
The students at SOTA already have a
high level of knowledge about their
local environment. These activities
help to develop that knowledge
further, by examining specific
elements of their surroundings, and
it is hoped that the children’s interest
will be sparked and some will be
inspired to pursue learning in science
and natural resource management
fields.
The activities conducted with
SOTA students focussed on insects,
because they are a useful and fun
way to learn. Insects are a very
important part of the environment as
they make up such a large proportion
of all animals on earth and because
they perform essential tasks that
benefit humans such as pollinating
plants, breaking down dead plants
and animals, eating faeces, helping
with soil formation and making
products such as honey and silk.

Estimated number of described
species and the percentage of total
species they represent [based on
Scheffers et al. (2012)].

WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED
Mick (or Mr Bug Man, as the kids
call him) conducted activities with
around 200 students at Mini-Schools
in Mount Isa, Cloncurry, Camooweal,
Julia Creek and Gregory.
Day one involved the students
exploring water bugs (called macro
invertebrates). Live and preserved
water bugs were brought to the
classroom and students had to catch
the bugs and then identify them. They
were then asked to create a picture of
the whole environment with the water
bugs as the main component.

Students developed their skills
in observing their environment,
identifying animals and using their
artistic talents.
Janeen Fricke, Deputy Principal,
Mount Isa School of the Air said
“Working with Southern Gulf
Catchments always value adds to
our curriculum. This year Mick Brady
obligingly participated in many
field events where we actually work
with our students face-to-face.
Parents I have spoken with, said their
children found Mick’s activities the

We appreciate Mick’s work, and his
enthusiasm for wildlife and plantlife in our
regional area - thankyou”.
Day two involved the students
exploring land animals and recording
any animal, or traces of animals,
they observed. The students had
to research what animals they
discovered and then create a picture
of what they found including a story
book on their ipad.

highlight of their day, and that they
regurgitated many intriguing facts
learnt through the activities provided.
We appreciate Mick’s work, and his
enthusiasm for wildlife and plantlife
in our regional area - thankyou”.

The importance of educating young
people about NRM issues can’t be
undervalued. Many of the students
will grow up to take on roles that
involve looking after our natural
resources.

WHAT NEXT?
SGC will continue to develop
and strengthen partnerships
such as these to benefit the
Southern Gulf community. If
any schools or community
groups are seeking support
with NRM awareness
activities, they should contact
Mick Brady, Community
Environment Project Officer.

This project was delivered by
Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited with funding from the
Australian Government.
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SNIPER AIMS AT
PRICKLY ACACIA
THE BIG PICTURE
Prickly acacia (Acacia nilotica subsp.
Indica) has become a widespread
weed throughout northwest
Queensland since it was introduced
in the 1890s. There are currently a
variety of mechanical and chemical
control options available for prickly
acacia. In many cases however, the
extent and density of prickly acacia
mean that control costs become
prohibitively expensive so the
continued development of more
efficient and cost effective options for
control of prickly acacia is important.
A granular pelleted herbicide with
the active ingredient tebuthiuron
was initially developed by Dow
Agrosciences and called Graslan (other
generic versions are available). It is
normally applied to the soil around
the prickly acacia plant by hand.
A new tool for the application
of Graslan has recently been
developed to assist in the control
of prickly acacia. The weed sniper
is a single variable dose pellet
dispenser applied per tree from a
helicopter. The pilot identifies the
target plant then determines the
size and dose required, according to
manufacturer’s recommendations,
and then hovers over the tree and
applies the single dose.

A higher mortality was achieved
for taller plants – for plants over
four metres tall (only 10% of
total treated), a mortality rate
of 96% was recorded. For plants
2-4 metres tall there was a kill
rate of 88% but results were
much less for smaller plants
under 2 metres.

THE PROJECT AND
THE PROPERTY
A trial of the weed sniper was
initiated by the Carpentaria Land
Council Aboriginal Corporation
with assistance from Biosecurity
Queensland, the Tropical Weeds
Research Centre and Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited. The trial site is
located on Inverleigh West Station
which is around 100km south-west
of Normanton, in the Gulf Plains
bioregion. The entire bioregion is
under significant threat of prickly
acacia infestation if not checked,
due to the higher and more reliable
rainfall of the lower Gulf providing
ideal conditions.
Inverleigh West has prickly acacia in
stands of varying age and density,
mostly in the east of the property.
The trial area consisted of tussock
grasslands and forblands that are
grazed by cattle.
Herbicide application is via a tube
that is directed to the centre of the
tree mass allowing the pellets to
follow the natural rain collecting
structure, which results in an ideal
spread of the pellets around the base
of the tree. When carried out in calm
to light wind conditions, downwash
from the helicopter appears to have
a minimum effect on the dispensed
pellets as they fall. This application
takes very little time, as the dose is
pre-set by the pilot on approach to
the target weed.

WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED
On 14-15 November 2013, Graslan
was applied to visible prickly acacia
plants from the R22 helicopter using
the weed sniper dispenser. The pilot
applied Graslan at the rate of 10g
per metre height of prickly acacia
plant, which was estimated by
the helicopter pilot at the time of
application. An area of 96 ha over a
period of 14 hours was treated using
this technique. The total amount of
Graslan applied was 180 kg, or 12.8
kg per hour of flying. Within the
treatment zone there was a mixture
of scattered, low density prickly
acacia, as well as higher density
areas associated with cattle pads and
fence lines. The number of treated
plants was recorded using a manual
counting device and an aeronautical
GPS unit. The pilot recorded 4,260
treated plants but the actual number
killed was 4,548. The difference
between the two numbers is likely to
be due to collateral damage where
smaller prickly acacia plants within
the drip line of larger dead trees were
killed by the Graslan dose to the
larger tree.

WHAT NEXT
A comparative trial using on-ground
application of Graslan by foot and
by quad bike was carried out on 8
May 2014 however; no results will be
available until sufficient rains fall to
activate the herbicide. Assessment
of the mortality rates by these two
methods will take place in early 2015.
The benefits of the weed sniper
are expected to be evident when
used over vast areas where large
prickly acacia trees are scattered
and at relatively low densities which
is the case on a number of lower
Gulf properties. Where there is a
moderate density of prickly acacia,
on-ground application of pelleted
herbicide may be the more cost
effective option.
This project is supported by
Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited through funding from
the Queensland Government.
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SOUTHERN GULF REGIONAL
NRM PLAN 2015-2020
WHY ARE WE UPDATING
THE NRM PLAN?
All regional NRM bodies are required
to have Regional NRM Plans which
must outline the key natural resource
management priorities, strategies for
effective management and reflect the
communities’ aspirations. These plans
are the primary documents to guide
NRM investment into the region and
can be seen as a prospectus for the
organisation.

HOW WILL WE DO THIS
AND WHAT PROGRESS
HAS BEEN MADE?
SGC’s approach to updating the NRM
Plan is to undertake the following
steps;

COLLECT THE BEST SCIENCE AND
KNOWLEDGE
SGC have been working with research
organisations on a number of projects
that will provide information for the
updated NRM Plan. These include
climate change impacts on pest plants
and social resilience of agricultural
landscapes. This process is ongoing.

CONSULT WITH OUR COMMUNITY
Stage 1 of the consultation process
has been completed and was
designed to be broader in nature to
capture a range of information and
views which will shape the priority
issues for the draft plan. This process
was delivered by a successful online
and phone survey.

S O U T H E R N G U L F C AT C H M E N T S 2 0 1 4

The current Southern Gulf NRM
Plan was developed in 2004 and it is
timely to review the plan in terms of
identified priorities and strategies as
well as the structure and framework
to ensure that it is relevant and
useable. In addition, the Australian
Government has provided funding to
NRM bodies to update their plans to
incorporate climate change mitigation
and adaption into regional NRM plans.
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited
(SGC) has taken the opportunity to
leverage this funding and review the
entire plan.

REGIONAL
NRM PLAN
2015–2020

The second stage of consultation will
be more targeted and based on the
draft NRM Plan.

IDENTIFY GAPS IN INFORMATION
AND TRY TO FILL THEM THROUGH
RESEARCH OR PROJECTS
SGC has taken every opportunity
to develop sub-projects with the
available funding and collaborative
projects with other regional
NRM bodies to provide essential
information for a robust and relevant
plan. Some examples of these subprojects include;
• Strategic Offset Investment
Corridor Mapping
• Coastal and marine assessment of
the South East Gulf of Carpentaria
• Traditional Owner engagement to
support the NRM Plan
• Spatial analysis for NRM Planning
in the Southern and Northern Gulf
NRM regions

COLLATE AND INTERPRET THE
RESULTS
Results of Stage 1 of the consultation
process have been collated and a
review of current literature, other
plans and projects is ongoing.

INCORPORATE AND DEVELOP
THE DRAFT PLAN
The new plan will look very different to
the current document and significant

consideration has been given to the
structure and format to ensure that
it is relevant, accessible and useable.
The priority issues approach will
remain but we have moved away from
constrictive, quantitative management
action targets to using strategic
objectives, clear delivery pathways
and identification of key partners and
collaborators instead. This format
acknowledges that effective NRM
requires many partners, identifies
those partners and how we can work
with them.
Unlike the previous plan there will be
an acknowledgement and assessment
of the drivers of change in the region
including; global markets, policy,
industry trends and community
structure and composition.

SEEK TECHNICAL AND
GOVERNMENT REVIEW
We already have some technical input
via the sub-projects we have initiated
but further input will be required once
the draft plan is finalised.

How can you
be involved?
To ensure input or updates on the
development of the NRM plan,
please contact SGC’s Operations
Manager, Simone Parker.

PUBLISH
Final sign off on the new plan is
not due until early 2016 but SGC is
working towards starting to use the
updated plan as its guiding document
and making it available in a number
of formats including online via a
searchable map database from April
2015.
This project is being delivered
by Southern Gulf Catchments
Limited through funding from
the Australian Government.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Financial Report
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited has shown a profit this year. This has been a result of staff
exceeding expectations by meeting outcomes while other members of the team have been on
extended leave or there have been extended vacancies. These profits would ordinarily have been
directed into regular activities of SGC and carried forward into 2014/15; however the auditors have
requested that these be declared as profit. SGC will commit the bulk of these profits to outcomes to
be achieved in 2014/15.
For the full financial statements, refer to the website.

Sources of Income

SOURCES OF INCOME
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1,720,195.88
1,006,156.90
183,381.50
158,502.61
250.00
3,068,486.89

AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT

STATE
GOVERNMENT

56%

33%

OTHER
INCOME

GLENCORE

6%

5%
Project expenditure by type

AMOUNT (EX GST)

Australian Government
State Government
Glencore
Other Income
Donations
TOTAL

EXPENDITURE

AMOUNT (EX GST)

Capacity Building
Community & Schools
Critical Habitats
Enhanced Governance
NRM Planning
Sustainable Grazing
Weeds
TOTAL

65,124.12
59,093.52
88,918.52
14,072.02
164,171.94
210,765.82
891,999.56
1,494,145.50

CAPACITY
BUILDING

ENHANCED
GOVERNANCE

4%

1%

COMMUNITY
& SCHOOLS

NRM
PLANNING

4%

11%

CRITICAL
HABITATS

SUSTAINABLE
GRAZING

6%

14%

WEEDS

60%
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Our Team

Maree Berlin
Business Manager

Charles Curry
Project Coordinator

Steve Cobbin
GIS Coordinator / Mapping
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Robert Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

Simone Parker
Operations Manager

Tori Taylor
Administration Project Officer

Sam Cullen
Technical Officer
War on Western Weeds

Larissa Lauder
Sustainable Grazing
Project Officer

Mick Brady
Community Environment
Project Officer

Pru Wharton
Regional Landcare Facilitator

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS
It has been 17 years since the first committee
was formed to start the work that Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited now maintains.
During that time the membership has grown from
that first few to over 50 at the present time. Without
the vision and the support of the membership
our work fails. Our members come from all walks
of life and support us as individuals, families,
volunteers, corporations, workplaces and community
organisations. The on ground results achieved
are often made greater by the in-kind and cash
contributions of project participants and demonstrates
the support for our work throughout the region.

We know that many of you have been confronted with
terrible conditions over the past year and at times
struggle to remain positive. Please be assured we
recognise the difficulties being faced and understand
how hard it is to support groups such as ours when so
many other issues take priority.
Even under these circumstances we acknowledge that
we simply couldn’t do it without you.
From the Staff, Management and Board of Southern
Gulf Catchments Limited – Thank you.

The Southern Gulf Catchments Environment Fund was established
to assist the practical combination of research, education and on
ground partnerships already underway within the Catchment.
As an organisation, Southern Gulf Catchments Limited is committed to
building and maintaining a sustainable healthy vibrant environment.
Being a tax deductable gift recipient fund allows for tax
deductable donations over $2.00 to assist our work in
specific environmental projects.
For further information please contact us.

Pat Fennell
SGC Environment Fund
committee member

Thank you
for your ongoing
support

Contact
ADDRESS
43 Barkly Highway, Mount Isa Q 4825
POST
PO Box 2211, Mount Isa Q 4825
PHONE
07 4743 1888
FREECALL
1800 676 242
EMAIL
admin@southerngulf.com.au
WEB
www.southerngulf.com.au
FACEBOOK
Southern Gulf Catchments Limited
TWITTER
@southerngulf
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Southern Gulf
Catchments Limited
is supported by:

